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February $. 1957 



StAtiBtlcal & Publications Dlv* 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
?Gftshington^ D«C* 



Gentlemen: 

Refering to our outstanding Purchase Orders for 1956, we found 
out that we did not receive an invQice from you on Purchase 
Order Numbe r 857 dated August 1, 1956 ^ 

Will you please send us your invoice for same provided you have 
shipped the goods ♦ Otherwise let us know as soon as possible 
vrtien we raay expect them. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UflClASSiFiEl 
DATE 4 4/^ BY />»^^ 



Yours very truly 




E* Welsing 
Business Office 
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«!/• »fii 9Okn0toi0dg9 your Utter •/ ^ 
February Sg i9S7$ about vovr purehaee erder mmber 
8S7 dated Augvet 4#.,{i!t5ii^.;;^>;\ '■•::; :;;^.:^^ 

Pleaae he advte^ thai ihie Bureau 
ne eharge fer the printed material uhieh it 
available fer pubJie dietriMieiu 

:,. Bineerely yeure. 
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NOTE : Main file lOO^SOSSO on this organization reflecta 
no information about referenoed purchase order* Bufile y 
100^S0369 reflects that no data has ever be ien developed 
by^^e Bureau indicating any communist or subversive 
acitifitiep oh the part of P^vsons affiliated with this 
organization,'" (ikguiry was cOnfined to coriiaots with:^j% 
informants^ by the -Wew Toriiffice HhilBSO*) ^^" ' '*'" 
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Tour letter of February 22, 1957, with enclosure, 
has been received, and I want to thank jou for jronr eongratulatioas. 

Although I would like to be of service, iBforsoation in 
FBI files is confidential and available for official use only. 1 would 
like to point out also that this Bureau is strictty a fact-gathering 
agency and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of aiq^ organization, pu b lica t i o n or iodividuaL 

I know that you will understand the reasons for these 
rules and will not infer from my inability to be of assistance either 
that we do or that we do not have the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours. 



S^^ 



Tolson 

Nichols . 
Boardman . 
Belotont ^ 

Mohr 

Parsons ^ 
Rosen 

Trotter 

Neose . 



John Edgar Hoover 
..... ■. Director _•.•.•,,. -^ ,.-••:; ,^>: ,'. .,- 

NOTE: On the basis of information available, correspondent was not 
identifiable in Bufiles. Correspoixlent submitted self -addressed, stamped 
envelope which is being utiU;sed in return. Bufiles r^lect certain deroga- 
tory information concerninfr ¥ederal Council of C huiy^tt ^^^ la ter Incorporated 
into National Council of Churches of Christ in America; however, much of 
this data came from rival church groups.^tApln^^^iiigation confined to con- 
tacts yith informants of the New York Office, ^inXl950, reflected that no 
data Was developed indicating any communi&l<os«tfubversive activities on the 
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NOTE: Bafiles refiipt certain derofatory informati^ cpnceraiflg "^; "gf 
f e dera l CoimcU <d Ch«tche8,,l ^crtiicoiporatrf j° y;f^ ^^°^ ^- 
of rhnr chea of Chriat in America; however, n^neh of this datajWj^tl^^c, 



^v^^t^^" iErom rival churchsproi^s. An investigaticRii confined to coji^tsiP^^t^?^ 
'^^ informants of the Kcw York Office in 1950, refiected that np^to ^iTj. jc^ 
: lilevelbped locating an^ communist or sobversiye activities'.,^ part,^?.^: 
afaiw^person? affiliated iritli this group. (100-$08^_ ^ssk^sl > 
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aeatfftfaiief mtth m Ptpartmnfal rtpulatttn, data : 'l 
ooniaiMd in th» /%!•» of thio Bureau 1 9 mainiaiMi 
a« oonfidon-tial and availabl9 for 9ff total u99 only* 
I aa 9ur9 you will und9r9tand th« n99999ity for thio 
i*«0«iat<oii and no inf9r9n99 mill h9 drawa baoauaa w 
of my tnabtliiy to ba of •••tttanaa tJkat ioa do 9r d9 
no* hav9 in our f Ho 9 tha ii^f9r9atiam fou hava r«« 
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r9quo9todf 9inoo wo aro 9trtotlv a faet^yathoring 
ag9noy whioh dooo not !«•»• •valuation* or oioaranoot 
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NOTE SAC, KANSAS CITY: ■' 

'■^ . •Buftles negative re correspondent* \^ V- ■' ~ ^ 

Correspondent requests "list Df. those known _ 
Communist in our Churches." AJ.so^ he would rlike tb ; 
know "is th^National Council of Church a Covmunist 
organisation "0 r~1rts~l e ad'eT'SV*': "' ■..":-';- . - 

For your information, Buftles reflect certain 
derogatory information ooncerninc pFederal Counc il of^_. 
Churches , later incorporated into National Council of 
Churches of Christ in America; however, much of this 
data came from rival church groups. An investigation 
confined to contacts with informants in the New York 
Office in 1950 reflects that no data was developed 
indicating any communist or subversive activities on 
the part of any persons affiliated with this groupV "■:[ 
(100-50869) :. . ,:, . ' , \ ,. , 
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Uarch 18 1957 



Hon, J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D,C. 



In-Re: Request Information: 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



fn so far as is possible, will you discuss 
with us th^<connection between the Methodist church and 
the National Association of the Advancement of Colored 
People. Are the funds raised on Race Relations Day in 
this branch of the church delegated in any way to this 
organization; does the General Conference allocate any 
portion of other funds to this connection without the 
consent of individual church; do you feel clergy, through 
influenceHaational Council of Churches, speedily leading 
membership toward Integra tloni "and in your opinion, is 
there a way by which an individual church may withdraw 
from the Council and retain holdings or do we have to 
continue supporting it with our funds and approval and 
thBBeby live our lives by its mandates? 

We thank you for your kindness. 



Yours very truly. 
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been raeelved. 



Your Utter of Aui« 10, 1957/ wtth aaelosure, hu 



;*-'?^ 



Although I would like to bo of Msisitaiice, lofbrmatioii . 
in FBI files is confidential and available for official use only, I know 
you will understand the reasons for these rules and will hot infer from 
my inability to be of assistance either that we do or that we do not hare 
the information you requested. 

For your Informatton, this Bureau has never prepared 
any list of subversive organlaatloas. Current copies of the list of 
organisations designated by the Attorney Oeneral of the Qhited States 
pursuant to Xxecutive Order 10450 may be obtained by directing a 
request to the Oepartmeat of Justice, Attention: Subversive Organisations 
Section, Internal Sfl^l^ity Division, Washington 25, D. C^ 



Sincerely yours, 



EHT^ 

'191957 

COMM.CTI 



'; 



John Xdgar BMvor 

' .Director'-; J:- •' 




SSI 



^\i^ v^ A-l^^lf: On the basis of information available, the correspondent was not 
. y^^\^ r^ictentifiable in Bufiles. Bufiles ^^ejqt certain derogatory information concern- 
X\^ ^ Federal Council pl.C^inrcJies. later incorporated into National Council of 
Churches of Christ in ■America; nowever, much of this data came from rival 
church groups. An invest^ation confined to contacts ^th informants of the 
New York CKfice in 1950, re^l^cted that no data was developed indicating any 
Communist or subversive activities on the part of any persons affiliated with 
this organization (100-50369).^ Correspondent enclosed stamped self-addresf ^ 
^<^/ envelope which is bemg utilized in reply. / 
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June n, 1957 



Washington, D, c. 
Dear Mr. ffoover: 

oj-aiuty in general. 
International S,!f'-,^'^ '^°"«' liovrever ». „^ Cornell of 

^y^ova, and Jakov Zhidkov. ^^°^^ I-evindanto, 

the best sc%ce Of XJ' ^'^°^« ^« »ovff "Sf S^J'^Ji^? ^^ we 
" of anfonnation on this subject! ^^'^ ^® 
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tfPU ■Oofs .. ..V --■ .-■ 'v"-- -A:A' ■--"-'"'■.'••;•- v'-: ■' >■ ■■ ". ■• 

4 » ^. ^U I would Uk9 to be of aervtoo to uou. 
tnformaUonin the fiU» of the TBI «. oonfVdoltial 
«nd owUafci. for offiotaluBO only. J knom ylu 
viU undorotand tho roaoon for theae ruUo and will 
lilHiyil C"** J'^ i'^btlttv to bo of aooiotanoo 

su r «- *** J^ pooaiblo intoroot and aooiotanoo to 
oug I a« oneloaimg throo pamphlet a on eomnuniawu 

. ^ ^^ "Tw the event you acquire apeetfie ti' 
lyilf ^i**" •**•* '''*' believe to be of intef*e\t ^ 
;?-!:? ^^^Vt^pVou may deaire to eommunioaiiT ^; 
d«rtet2y •<****« Special Agent in Charge of our ' 
San Diego Office located at 716 San Diego JVuat Sd " 
Savinga Bank Building, San Diego 1^ Calif cVnilv^ 



|?^& Rosen 

/r^/;^':.--*->. Tamm 

:?^'f?yt Trotter 

;.-'jy'9^i? Nease -^ 

,;;:?f:,^^'i Tele. Room 

•.'•vO:!-^:'V HoUoman 

:V'^:--.v^i Gcmdy . 
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(See ridte on yellow, page S) 
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IfOTE SAC. SAN DTRan, ' 

«««-vK7 ^©'•'•espondffnt requested information re '> 
possiWff cowwxnjst infiltration of National Council 
Of Churches.: Also desired' information on five Soviet 
ministers who visited United States in 1956. No 
record correspondent in Bufiles, 

^ For your information Bufiles reflect certain 
derogatory inf oration concerning^Federal Council of 
ri^l'^l ' 1*^*1^ J^corporated int<pNational Council of 
4;^££&i^a-itf-C^r£ 2.^ U Ainerl o nf how eue,^, Imch Of this 

r«n?£n^w*/''°'" l^"""^ *'^"''^'» groups. Investigation, 
Of/ii/Lio%n''*''l*.^ T'^^ i^formant^ in New Tork ' 
t/r,\ A ^^^^ "-ef^eotsthat no data was developed 
indicating any subversive activities on the oart of 
any persons affiliated with this group, (loofsolel) 

in Jun^ T?^^^''",.''"?'** Of visit of Soviet ministers 
in June, 1956, who have since left U, S. 

NOTE ON YELLOW ONLY, 

<?«„*-* • f"^°''"»«**o« received regarding visit of 
Soviet ministers loas disseminated to interested "' 
Oovernment agencies. (105-46691) Pamphlets sent 
correspondent are "How Communists Overate/' "^eali no 
Sr MlTsy* ^''''^' " """ "^' Oom^nisi:^ Ar^TfVe^ 
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Althoogh I wonld Uke to bt of strvice* informmtion 
In FBI files ia coafidtntlal and available for official use only. 
I would like to point oat also that this Boreaa is strictly a fact- 
gathering agency and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organizaticm, poblication 
or individual. - .,. ,- # . . 
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I know you will understand the reasons for these 
rules and will not infer either that we do or that we do not have 
information relating to the subject of yoiir inquiry. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Office ^Aar/M/r ujHlufTl • united oxaius <^overnment 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. mci^f^^^if^^ 

M. ptk-^zok^i "y^ 



SUBJECT: MISS lENa!^STELLE 

122 MARYLAND AVENUE, NORTHEAST 

WASHINGT ON 2r~P:Trr' 



DATE: September 12, 1957 

Tolson _ 

Nichols 

Bpardman 

^^PoTsoni 
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Parsons 
Rosen _ 

Tamm . 



yt^ y^ Trotter 

^^ Nease 

'^ Tele. Room _ 



oom 
HoUoman 
Gandy 



By referral from the Director's office this morning, SA Heim, Crime 
Records Section, interviewed captioned individual. She presented a mailing list 
of approximately 300 individuals belonging to various organizations. She desired to 
know if there were any suJsversive organizations included in the list. She was ( 
advised that the FBI does not cite organizations and does not have charge of the \ 
list of subversive organizations. For this information, she was referred to f^' 

Room 2732, Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division, U. S. ' 
Department of Justice, -Washington, D. C. She was grateful^ for this information. 



RECOMMENDATION: None. For information. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
Dear Sir 

Having read part of a speech you made at the American Legion 
Convention in our daily paper by George E. Sokolsky so I 
wanted to ask you a question hoping you will answer. You said 
certain organizations dedicate their efforts to oppose the very 
concepts of Security. Could one of these be the National Council 
of Churches. I belong to a Methodist Church which of course 
belongs to the N. C. C. and I feel if I can get an answer from 
you it will be first hand and the truth I dont want to belong to 
something that is working against our Security. I have read where 
the Communist are gaining more thro the churches than any other 
place. Isnt this an awful thing. My Mind has been so tormented 
by these things I have heard Thanking you for all you have done 
for our Nation and I hope you continue to do the things that are 
right and not be a compromiser. I would be so grateful to have 
an answer. 

A true blooded American 
A Bible Christian 
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Tour l«tt«r dited October 29, 1957, bM btan 
received, and I want to thank you (or jour kind message concerning 
my administration of the activities of the FH. ^ , 

Although I would like to be of service, I am unable to 
answer your inquiry since information in FBI files is confidential 
and available for official use only. I would like to point out also that 
this Bureau is strictly a fact-gathering agency and does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or Integrity of 
any organisation, publication or individual,. ■ 
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Nichols 

Boardman 

Belmont 

Mohr_ 

Parsons 

Rosen _ 

Tamm _ 



Trotter 

Nease . 
Tele. Room 
Holloman 
Gandy 



Sincerely yours, 

&i 1 iNFORMATiN CONTAINED %. i^^wsm 
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Your latter of Novtmbtr 1^ 1957, haa been received, 
and I appredato the intoreet which prompted your writing. 



;^^';.^^^^. ■ 



■■'^\.. '.y:\ ' :■■ ^*,^ ' '■M 



. ■- -»-.-■' tv , 



Although I would like to be of fervijce, Iniormatioa in 
FBI filei is eonttdential and available for offieial use only. I would 
like to point out also that this Bureau is strictly a fact-gathering 
agency, and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. ./- ' '. '•-'•....•■' -^ :•-.■'■ ''■^. ,.•;■■■.•■•■ 
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Tolson 

NlcboU -. 

B«lmont . 



I know that you will understand the reasons for this 
rule and will not infer either that we do or that we do not have the 

information you deslw.--" '^ -^'v/;-l? t^; ■ ■'^ ^ ^^-■: ' ^-^ 

■ — ; Sincerely yours, '-;. :;.. 

'v- ^-•^- //■:'■ V.;;' " JWm Edgar Hoover {V ;■;;-'' ■.-,^.■ \ 
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NOTE: Unite d Council 6t Churches noC identi^able in 
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A veteran front er has been elected president of the Nati aMal 



Council of the Churches of Christ, The triennial general asn 



i^ 

Mr. ,^*irdma 




Mr. Tc'.hun 

Mr. T:=-::-r- 
Mr. Clayton. 




of the National Council, meeting %xt St. Louis, yesterday chore 
Rev. Edwin nSfTDahlberg to head the organization for the nex 



/ 



years. 

Mr.T)aEr6erg, a St. Louis Baptist pastor, was forraerl 





president of the American Baptist Convention. His support of 
Communist causes extends over a period of l5 year s* V^ 

In April 1914-2, Mr. Dahlberg was affiliated with the Citizens "f/^ \ 
Committee to Free Earl Browder, an organization cited as "Communist' 



and subversive" by the Attorney General of the United States. Earl 
Browder, general secretary of the Co:nm\inist Party, USA, was then 
serving a prison sentence for perjury in connection with his 
possession of a false passport. 

Under date of April 22, 19l|.3* Mr* Dahlberg Joined a group of 
Comiminist f renters in signing an open letter to President Roosevelt 
protesting an order for the deportation of Harry Bridges as an 
^alien Commimist. 
^^ ^ According to a letterhead of the organization dated March 26, 
^E UJ uJl9ij-6, Edwin T. Dahlberg was a sponsor of the National Committee to 
rCombat Anti-Semitism. Various Jewish groups warned that the 
National Committee to Combat Anti-Semitism was a Communist -front 
organization. 
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A few years ago, viiiXe the Yugoslav 'Qj^gzpjf^^nffSi^^ of Tito 
was still isi satellite of the ^Qvi_et Union,^^oup of American 



clergymen was invited to that country wit h * all TTJ^^rises paid by the 
Canmunist government. At least five of the seven clergymen who 

6 2 DEC 2 6 1957 y^ ^ .„ *j 
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comprised the delegation which visited Yugoslavia were known members 
of the Comiminist Party or veteran collaborators with Cotninunism in 
the United States, They were: Claude Williams, William Howard 
Melish, Guy E-nery Shipler, Emory Bucke, and Phillips Packer Elliott. 
Claude Williams and VJilliam Howard Melish were members of the 
Ccromunist Party, The delegation brou^t back a report which was a 
complete whitewash of the Tito Communist *r.egime. This report was 
printed and distributed under the sponsorship of a group of 
Protestant clergymen which included Edwin T, Dahlberg, 

According to the Ccmnainist Party newspaper. The V/orker . July 
21|., 19l;9, Edwin T. Dahlberg was one of the organizers of the 
Washington Conference on Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact, 
This gathering launched the Communist-frim|; organization which was 
known as the Committee for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic 
Pact. 

Under date of January 19, 195l» an open letter was addressed to 
Congress by the National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act. Mr. 
Dahlberg was listed as an initiating sponsor of this organization. 
The McCarran Act whose repeal was sought by this Communist -front 
organization was the Internal Sec\irity Act of 1950. According to 
the Daily W orker , July 9, 1952, Mr. Dahlberg signed an open letter 
to the Republican and Democratic parties under the auspices of the 
National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act. Again, according to 
the Da ily Worker . July 2?, 1953, Mr. Dahlberg sisjied an open letter 
to President Eisenhower under the auspices of the National Committee 
to Repeal the McCarran Acts. It should be noted that the Immigra- 
tion and Nationality Act of 1952 was added to the Internal Security 
Act of 1950 as one of the measures Whose repeal was sou^t In an 
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extensivo propaganda campaign of the Communist Party and this 
particular front organization. 

The most active Corrmunist -front organization of the present la 
known as the Caiimittee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell. 
According to this organization's publication of August 1957, 
Edwin T. Dahlberg was a signer of an appeal on behalf of the 
CcBTuminist espionage agent, Morton Sobell, who is now serving a 30- 
year prison terra in Alcatraz for his part in the Rosenberg espionage 
case, 

Mr. Dahlberg's record of collaboration with the Communist 
apparatus places him among the leading Communist fronters who are 
clergymen. In choosing Mr, Dahlberg to head the organization for 
the next three years, the National Council of Churches has followed 
the precedents of the old Federal Council of Churches which numbered 
among its presidents such well known Commxaiist fronters as the late 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell and Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam. 
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' l!!!!HLl-l!:^^itgLL^'Tfit^^r FOR PUnLlCATION. DISTRIPU'riOrr^OR relhasj- 
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Local, state, national and international political and sociological 
prosrax^ of the _National Council of Churches arxi World Council of Churches 
see-3 tc e::ceed oCher denominational efforts during 1957. 

Per that reason it is important to emphasize that leadership people 
of t^^ National Cot^ncll of Churches and leader, of NAACP are closely inter- 
lork«.d and are both using local churches, denoai national program, Sunday 
school papers, and other church literature for propaganda purposes. f:artia 
^urhrr Un,; was one of the foui ptinctpsi speakers scheduled at the current 
Ir U*f>^ual fleeting' of the National Council of Churches. 

Of the 162 mines connected with the 1957 letterhead of NAACP (front 
an? fact:), 83 are names of individuals with Comnunist affiliations. 

Thf Ci>nrJttee of IQG of KUCP has 89 rae«bers. 70 of these S9. 
liicljaing Methodist leaders, have records of C^naunist affiliation. ^ 

w<. are rot di.cussin,,- so^iolo^y, w- ar«- talking only alvv^t a^bv.rsion " 
.••.; ,.n. ...vaoft.rion or churcn facl T iti>,... r.ring 1^57 the cr.ate^t efu.rt i^ 
«t.^ver,loa .n the United States I. in the race field with the relipious e^^ 
Vl" it at ;,:;?! feature as the glaringly outstanding phenoaeniio. 
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KCC Vice PretUent 




Church Council 
Elects C. P. Toft 

^„^ Bv TIMES-STAR Wire Servicrs 

^ Charles P. Taft of Cincinnati was elected m St. Louis 
'"•Thursday as one of ci(;ht vice presidents-at-large of ihe 
dional Council of Churches. The Episcopal layman and 
iuntil recently Cincinnati's mayor, formerly was president 
iTthe National CounciUs predecessor, the Federal Council 

iof Churches. .^^^y.—— ^. ^>..^.>. -.^ 

i Elected to the presidency hB^^EHHIK ' '^<^ 
lol the NCC for three years 
was Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, 
64, pastor of Dclmar Baptist 
I Church. St. Louis, a conare- 
•sation alTiliated with both the 
JAmerjcan (Northern) and 
; Southern Baptist Conventions. 
iFormrrlv head of the north- 
ern Baptist body, he is the 
'first Hantist ever to head the 

Ico-oporative organization of ^uaiiiv<;p TAFT 

J30 Protestant and Orthodox, CHARLES P. TAf r 

I denominations. j^^^j. charles E. Wilson, an 

I DR. DAHLBERG'S congre- American Baptist, and New 
J nation has been called "^ ^ork shippi^ lines e^^^^^ 
uhurch with a northern ac- was re-elected the NCC treas- 

irhead ritrVSXnfThe 2.000 churchmen at the 
that has about 37 5 miUion St. Louis, meeting took a 





members, he succeeds Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake. Presby- 
terian (U. S. A.) Church ad 
ministrttive head. Philadel 
Phia. Dr. Dahlber^ spends hu 
vacations mountain • climbing 
in Colorado. 



Former U. S. defenae mobl-igations 



close, critical look at their 
own i^cord in race relations. 
Dean List on Pope of Yale Di-j 
vinity School reported thit 
■bout 10 per cent of the na- 
tion's Protestant churches 
now have Interracial congre- 
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(1) Citizens' Committee to Free Earl Browder - favored .^^ 
clemency — letterhead. April 1942 r.^ 

(2) committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell — signer ^ 
of appeal - THat Justice Shall Be Done , August 1957, page 2 ^ 

(3) National Committee to Combat Anti-^^emitism - sponsor JS^^ 
letterhead, March 26, 1946 " 

(4) National Co«mittee to Repeal the McCarran Act -- V^ 
initiating sponsor - open letter to Congress, January 19. 1951 , 

(5) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act — signer "g 
of open letter to Republican and Democratic parties - Dailjr ->^ 
Worker . July 9, 1952, page 3 ^^ 

(6) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Acts -- s^r 
of open letter to President Eisenhower - Daily Worker, July ^ ^^ 
1953, page 8 

(7) Open Letter to President Roosevelt P"*"*^"^ Depor^g ^ 
Order AgainTt Harry R. Bridges - signer - letter. April 22.g»tev^ 

(8) Statement Endorsing Publication and Distribution of^C>^ 
Report of Seven Clergymen Who Visited Yugoslavia - sponsor *«> 
signer — press release, October 31. 1947 I— £:5 "? 

(9) Washington Conference on Peaceful Alternatives to 
Atlantic Pact - organizer of - Worker . July 24, 1949, page 




rcRTTIc"lSM'op'™Eloc7ALl7nC. PRO-C0.M.NISTIC. COIXECTIVIST. AND O^ER UN-AMERICAH ACTIVITIBSg ^ ^ 
XHB PHDERAL COUNCIL OF (ARCHES. OVER A PROLX^NOBD PERIOD. CAUSED IHE FEDERAL COI^IL OF CHURC^ ^ C^ 
TO LOSE SUPPORT. THE NW NAME WAS ADOPTFn TN 1950. 









Mr. Tolson: 



December 24, 1957 



C //. 
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I The attached m aterial was received 
from %ergajW^^«tR§cutive Secretary,^^^ /. 
Circuit Ricfe^^cT*^ ' -y'^'^^/. 



Mr. Boq^dman. 
Mr.jfiAiWit 

Mr.MWohr 

Mr. Nease 

Mr. Parsons _ 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm 

Nt. Trotter _ 
Mr. Clayton _ 
Tele. Room - 
Mr. Holloman 
M^s Gandy 
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tto 
la 

Sflfvlet Union on dto- 



r^istfiat; 



* Dollet cnmpatiB 
tor n tou^MT, nncoQproAidBC 
NATO m^fiB^ on wwp o n i ^ not 



PriDdft Jaunster b^ 
with ftii po. 



I thow who were not pre> 
m dawtf tbe ZRSM 

' •'^tf^^Q^ cnqilia- 
WKT preparttkait to 

ttie Bolffuiia pnh 
JhH induded Prime 
Harold Magnnian of 
pted Kin^donL # 

II trseei 



Ab««4y tbert ai* algns that 
Mr. DoDea wffl eat Ua wocda-^ 
hia retaaal on 'opentng Oay to 
appsDve ai4r new daalinga with 
the Bonina. 9f thU ahift o| 
baaic policy, the United Statet 
maj be able to aalvage the eoo^ 
ferenee and the allianoe^ ^ut 
the eoldeB moment for a reaa* 
aertion of American leadenh^ 
htt peaaed. Tfw»*tfi^ of w ^i*^^w 
the proUem and meeting It at 
the outaet, the Americanfe had 
to be penoaded by their alliea 
^t toe ttanea have ch^iffed. 
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«ttt-tprajked mgklB. Bii^ 
tliiB tfHi im'Od It tD cnnelVH. 
31w>>t tt rf ilt "Bdvtrtitina: 
flf |ia I tmaui da we ha:ve« A 
atytq^tep o foopplo gy o f our 
tailuiea. Who knowa hot what 
RoKla may have had ftvc; too. 
petfaapa twenty falhirea before 
they ever fot Ndi 1 out to 
apada^ Tft w« have to bally:^ 
faoQ onr flmt fafhiie, aH 
the 

A li ouddac 9tlX.. ' ■( -:i:s- 

t. Wt i nam" 



Be mafcea a creat deal of Ua 
practioe of apeudinc one nl^ht a 

ildei; devofii« himaelf to adf ^ 
enonSnatiaQ and prayer. TUa 
la aU wA and food, but tht 

oite*a-year afhedule aeema to 
«dd a note of the aqperfidaL Be 
deacribea one of theae 4 




«f ai 

I kndw the 
pretty wtSL UmOwm they 
land-loeiEed, and ton ha«» wo 
eonata. Perhaps, to the caae 
of toe Rev. Mr. XtofeOvi; « 
may have beflb a b|( wind*, r " 



at Green Lake; Wia^aa toOowa: 
"About 9 o'docfcrflot a boat 
and rowed out about 300 yards, 
pot the oari to the boat and 
didttt touch than untfl 

"VAT DtAWK, I 

ou^ due to the dec^ cuiieutt of 
the laka-Thiahaa alwaya bem 
a parable to m^r There are 
timea when we neod to puD on 
the oaiB wttoaD our mi|^ but 

«sf*^s*s?.'^i5?^ ALTAR STAIRS 

bottom oK tne ooat wuue wv ^ ^ ■ * ^^ * * " 

ilt. conqOet^ tdmd beneato Wf John Mttvh Ba^ 

the atora of God; and wn «ffi ^stmma - " -^ 

find that tbm are de^movhv ^J^^^ 

of t^e ipirit catrytav 9 ^- & ^^ 

Thto li kfly' ihetoeH M ii '^ 

ef artf- *"" " ^ >*^^^ i-" 

■ iiir iieiannnto a^thrVcrbtf 0)d 

_ f Sis 

Am eerty ^1^ he ._^ _ 

afiOBated wHh the *iCKiM» onr«dloaad 
CbmndtteeTofVBaEariBrow- nuna. - > 

e*^ urn cKgy OnXkaa dtad da 
Atteney GenttraTa Btt Mi. 
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By th« war* hsvs 
Bol weV kara to 



If giXttng the addrMS 
nbaat it thera 



One af ^u 



"^Wa eootU mtfl 
flUida it MMlUa 
tlia avcrtaraw af 
irt lias ruled that 
af tlw gorem* 
vari^ ant a epecifle 
homb ar other 
Then wa mmj 



BOthinffv ^il0t fkOniaii 
lu miUie dnt 
_ B. Whee «a ffanQr 
•hcva — tfHtlM to iheat ebon^ 
IttSi UaO^haaM te tti 

ft I a% li I *-- * * *■ 

ouuiruoiiy DeBOBe ine 
tists fdled. Not akM «d 
tie make tivo aaeeesefol 
laasehlacib but our that 
leimrhtn c^ ilgdge.^ Ant ■#. 
naka a Uggtr flate oat of tt^ 



Igr ad vertiito g it to'tfao awtML 
How dmb ceo eone peoeia 

«tt? 

p. r. BUBCHB. irwtiiic 
OUo. 

'Lake Fine M«a' 



iiiihim1»t xvonvon in ^ 
en open Mter to 
Roooea^ ptotefOttg an 
Jbr ttit daportatlan of Bany 
EMfaeeeaa eBeh Qmnouii C 
Id IMS, liii Dime appeared on 
fl» Mterheed of the Natiooel 

HI NABC^ "mSS 

aia't »ad 



Mr. Savld Amttn's „ 
tlon of ereatlsg a lahe for 
Onrlnnotl Is a floe idee and 
dcflervee whole • beerted 
port I believa !t may 
our greet nee^ flor wet 
fedlittee end fipedaHy for 
adequate ewizniiilna beaches 
(not pools)^ for edalte and 
cfafldroL 

A great dty needs to bofld, 
fai addition to Its homes, perfc- 
log places and bigli«ray% lliaee 
facilities whldi nmkk it a bap- 
ider place to live. To tbat eoiSL 
lees create e lake! Nothing 
eoidd add mofe^ ^ ■ ■-. 

GRACK C miCE, m t. 
IfitcMl Ava« Oaptmnitt. 
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"A London a ew ipepei offers 
I140i000 to the fiist person who 
travels saf^ to the moon and 
retunL'-^ewB Item. Tbafs a 
^fOing offier. It woidd cost 
more tlian that to begin the 
trip to»4be nuxHi tor scratchiog 
off from the earth. 
• .♦ a. A 

Ifs beginning to anpeertbat 
many government leoords and 
documents are clsarifled wm 
aecfstt not foe the security of 
^the ouuutiy» bat for the seuui|ly 
of those vtio do the dastiibriag. 
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IVCC vice President 



Church Council 
Elects C> P, Toft^ 

By' TIMES-STAR Wire Services -^^^ ' 

Charles RaSAft of Cincinnati was elected in St. Louis 
Thursday as 6nfe of eight yiceDjcfiaidfiUts-at-large of the 
Nation al Council of Chuyche's! The Episcopal layman, and 
until recently Cincinnati's mayor, formerly was president 
of the National Coundl's predecessor, the Federal Council 
of Churches. / 

Elected to the p/esidency 
of the NCC for t^e years 
was Dr. EdwinJBjWahlbgjCgfc, 
64, pastor ot Delriiar'Baptist 
nturch, St. Louis, a congre- 
gatfon afRliated with both the /v' 
American (Northern) and - 
Southern Baptist Conventions/^^; 
Formerly head of the north- 
ern Baptist body, he is the 
first Baptist ever to head the 
co-operative organization of 
30 Protestant and Orthodox 
denominations. 




DR. DAHLBERG'S congre- 
gation has been called *'a 
church with a northern ac- 
cent and southern exposure." 
\s head of the organization 
that has about 37.5 million 
members, he succeeds Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, Presby- 
terian (U. S. A.) Church ad- 
ministrative head, Philadel- 
phia. Dr. Dahlberg spends his 
vacations mountain - climbing 
in Colorado. 

Former U. S. defense mobl- 



CHARLES P. TAFT 



lizer Charles E. Wilson, an 
American Baptist, and New 
York shipping lines executive, 
was re-elected the NCC treas 
urer. 

The 2,000 churchmen at the 
St. Louis meeting took a 
close, critical look at their 
own Record in race relations. 
DeanListon Pope of Yale Di- 
vinity School reported thit 
about 10 per cent of the na- 
tion's Protestant churches 
now have interracial congre- 
gations. 



December 2, 1957 



Edwin T. Dahlberg 

(1) Citizens' Committee to Free Earl Browder — - favored 
clemency ~ letterhead, April 1942 

(2) Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell ~ signer 
of appeal — That Justice Shall Be Done , August 1957, page 2 

(3) National Committee to Combat Anti-Semitism — - sponsor ~ 
letterhead, March 26, 1946 

(4) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act — 
initiating sponsor «•- open letter to Congress, January 19, 1951 

(5) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act ~ signer 
of open letter to. Republican and Democratic parties — Daily 
Worker , July 9, 1952, page 3 

(6) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Acts "^ signer 
of open letter to President Eisenhower ~ Daily Worker , July 27, 
1953, page 8 

(7) Open Letter to President Roosevelt Protesting Deportation 
Order Against Harry R. Bridges ~ signer ~ letter, April 22, 1943 

(8) Statement Endorsing Publication and Distribution of the 
Report of Seven Clergymen Who Visited Yugoslavia ~ sponsor and 
signer ~ press release, October 31, 1947 

(9) Washington Conference on Peaceful Alternatives to the 
Atlantic Pact ~ organizer of ~ Worker, July 24, 1949, page 11 



* CRITICISM OF TOE SOCIALISTIC, PRO-COMMUNISTIC, COLLECTIVIST, AND OTHER UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES OF 
THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, OVER A PROLONGED PERIOD, CAUSED THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
TO LOSE SUPPORT, THE NEW NAME WAS ADOPTPn IN 1950. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
V/ashlngton, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover; 



At a recent public ir.eeting a state officer of the Mississippi 
Gltlzen^s Council, in the course of a speech, and by neans of some 
ilit^ature passed out to the group, said in effect two things: Cl) 
iThe N ation al Council of Churches is a subversive and communistic 
lorganizatioli", and"C2y' the offices of FBI and Attorney General were 
Eiven as source of proof. 

I am a Methodist minister in a i"jral Mississippi community. 
One who has always considered himself a good American. In World 
VJar II as well as the Korean Conflict, I v:as in uniform as an en- 
listed man. It is most dlf Ticult for me to sit back and hear such 
charges as was made at the above mentioned meeting, and allow them 
to go unchallenged. 

You v;ould render a great service to mm p-^rrrr^^rlly, and to my 
community if vou would write me givinc: (l) Your general 
of the r4ticne,l Council of Churches, 12) the importance y 
on the co-o;^:^rative role of the Churches in meeting the nj 
people, and* (3) the un-American and communistic activitie 
titudes of both the National Council of Churches and the 
Council of Mississippi. 

This information would greatly help in getting the support 
our Churches need in this area, and also in curbing the activities 
of a group which could prove very r!angerous indeed. <^ 

Looking forward to hearing from you, and thanking you in ad- 
vance for any help, I am 




'All INFORMATION COMTAII^IID 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIfll 



Sincerely 
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c.^f-t-rr- .' Belmont . 



^^>'<^- Mohr 

4>;-;i^^;,;a' Porsona . 

yvjH^:^- Rosen 

r .f fv'-'^* Tamm 

'•?:--^j!: Trotter- 

CSSO^k Nease 
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Tflvr letUr <tf Mbraij tk^ t058^ IM 
rec«i?ed dnriqg lfr« Hdof«i«a ateeaos firoa the dly, and I 
amadknovle^^ogttlariaiB* TooBuvtamretevlIl ~ 
iVpreciate7oarlBt«Mt|awritio& aadlaaKandooii^r 
material viii^ laaj be eC aaststaace to foe. 

Sncerely yoan^ 



BidenW. Gaa^f 
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Kndosurea (9) '' 

The Sunday School - Key To Tomorrow 

The Hole of the Sunday School . . 

Comnaimist "New JLook" 'r > 1-; 

God and Country cp Opmmxuiisni? . % 

The Commiinists Are After Our Minds 
. BreaMng The Cbmna.iinist S^eU r -«^^^ ^^^^^^^^ . . 

The American Ideal - Director's Speech^ 2/22/97 ; r'ir^-ir--'- ^' 

Director's Speech -.'"i/22/57 ;■■■;;' ':\'^ -^ i■•'^■•.'v^!l^•^-?^^. '■ :-'v^*" ■'■■■•:'!;•-..■■■ -'"i'-'' 
. Ameri^^jMlon ;£|>eech' - .Vl9/$V '■^'''■U:C:i/..-''--'''''-l ■' V:.rV ;.••.,; -.V'f.'.v •.'.. 
NOTE: |HHV^ ^^^^ idtiotifiable lia' BufQes. Bufiles reiflect n6 information 
. indicati^^n^mtioiial Council of Churches is mider any communist or 
subversive influences and there hajdN9een no jEui^e||ive actlvitietr on the 
part of this organization, (100-50a&^) ^Si^^iilu^nnknown, it (s believed 
an in-absence reply is warranted in view of his third paragraph. 

CBF:gll( • ' - r^^iti 
(3) 
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Office lAemorandum • united states government 

DATE: March 7, 1958 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



MR. TOLSON 

G. A. NEASE 



i/^'>).^ 

m 




Attached hereto is some material relating to the 
3uncil of Ohurchfis wMch was forwarded to me by 
^^iS^IMg^S^iia^ The material -^ t 

Ae«ls no acknowledgment and it is thought it might be of interest i^^ 

to the Domestic Intelligence Division* . 



Enclosure 

cc - Mr. Belmont 




Trotter 
Clayton 

Tele. Room 

HoUoman _^__ 
Gandy _.^___ 
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poof irft 07 varAX€r uvres#XoB 
relict J* ll •''•f t, be sptat to fight the mtt eonetpta of ^ 

•tmetora chaagt rather than prWUr • «t»*S« S «£ Ind^tlct. 



f 

i 



\ 



rr- ^r liMl reffardiiv the po.itlo. ef the liatieaa (iScU^f S«irche.. 
wurche. would etiH be iaUleU to practieaUr everythlae f«r which 
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March 5« 19M 
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I •hottld like to eoapliatttt «ad praise Jriut T, Plyim« Pulton 
Lcvia, Jr*, Frank C. Hanlfhan, **Ita« Anarican Legion Piriag 
Lint,** and Carl MeXntir* for tlislr effort* to mqwa* and <vpoat 
■anir. If not all, of the individuals or prograna of the Rational 
Catineil of Qwrehea vhieh they have eipoeed and/or eppeeetf. 



the above shoultt >,^^ .^^ ^^ ^ renlv 
been in eonplete po»*JV-^^^ ,^„ J| 
basic set of facts, ^^^•^'T 



heretofore oor thiidting 
which ve both had the sane 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



_Ji Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemption(s) lV>)L"1 ) -^ 



material available for release to you. 



with no segregable 



LJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



CH Document(s) originating with the following government agency (ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



CH For your information: 



13 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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•tfvlMdtlwIM^rJrG. 
• ClKlM«l|. Oklo^ luitf 



«r sMw 4i««d i/4/lt Mr. - 

lajmw i«OM par|K>M to Id eoodbiit coavolat iiAllratSoB aaoM B«i^b^ 

Lovmaa kM bMB te frtqMil eoMtet vitk Ito Ev«n siBM imM ^^^ ^ ^^ 



Im0 fumlslMd iDlvalBCMS ■■Hrlal 
' X. 



dvii«vMattm«lM 



B«a4f isfttoraar 



*>%;-^ 



w^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^*r FffTTt flfflrtr ifcn liprfwrw aif HMfnti 

c mi t nlttit to tko Ai i il« i iihfMf Mf o Comwlt i i oa if tW A—rtci Logii tai !■ tt^ «Av 

Ml^»al«lj»tolodthoBvo«ateattoiii9tli«lDcMid>aB««^^ V 

political mMtlBg r^ «^- '^ ''*— — — ^--- - -- - — • ■!'•»•' ««^ • r-"v 

l^^^eoitocUwttkhiM. 




Tho haite tl^mo 
«l CItflatimlj, took o7or tto 



JUL IKPMGIIAT16H COHTAIRED 

Oedassify on: OAWL/.^ herein is t>TCL«^ssiFm) except 7 ) 

irf lio wijir rrntntiii claiifcio !■ ftio 
atoo daiao tlst tko l^ttomA CowMil of 
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fwU^ ko claiaBa, ovotrod from tkoFod«ralCoaaeUoCCk«i€lMo)ha8 4oviioMd tub ail 
2celo^aiftlealoclapw*'aBdhasb«»MM|. immtHk, •Ittondlj a fOiltSeal party oponittaf 
wttUa the tamcvork of vkataw 

Bo^r aasarta tikat tho Matloaal CoaaeU flC Ckarcboa elaima to apodt for an ftafaataata 
OB a T&riotf cf aodal, p dl l t teal, aatf ikwwIc laiina, kolh aaHoaal and laUnatkMHdy ba 

fee ^7 CON^TIAL '^3^0 r,,./: 

- ^wo-»««M m-TfaM'.i m/>r^/^y 



•'•^-^'-^^^^•''riiTihir- ■^'^^ nri 



- -rf-t-^ ■^-^- .^. .,->-H.^^''s>«efc>^j^^. >rf a AilliiiL__„ ,... 



B«: CoUactl 
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.— ^siiife 



BaB47 also elaUu that tiM littl«Ml«C<|iiM|rbrekMftM **iM ecatnMd 
fltrattgle posts vltida tlM Oaltwl BtatM f0vmmJEF% 
claim tk«tecttlMl8Mr«tuy if ftatoDiSMlBtfold- ^-Ri^wiw 



to tha Pra rtdit; Artlag JlianmtagtermT Dlractor, Ottlea of Dif «»• MoMUaatlatt. Md 
^gar Um l«ra aU IMU Itti^ foamoaa la OM Pateal or IMMMd CoM^^f^^ 
ta»ai^airlav, tka eiliidaatSM cf lUa **la«fafaaUa iatartodT batvaaa fta IMIad it«taa 



it«j»rt«^ lUtoola, to l^ 






. clalsM ttoKt aaecaaaAd eomoMBtfat taOltoatloa toto a«aluiiaa ndf 
toaotoftoal aelKMto *Tantoted tte icMat aiipantea vito a BaeUat whtdT^^ 
raUftoaa aotar for tha ovaraU Comaraatat oparattoe na^lli^t froa toima^ato «ifw»f»*iff to 
aetnalljtontoktogaidtoaapioQacaaBdoatrtitotraaaoB.'' Bovafar, toa oalf BMof Im 
offaraforthtoawtaptogaUecBttoBtotoettatteaoaaiuBtotfraitiffillatioMofDr. Sarry] 
Wai4» wall-teovB Sofiat apotogtot; BtotepO. Broadly Ojiaaa, aad Tartoaa othar 
alBctoto oC the Fadaral and Kattoaal CoaaeU cf Clnrckoa. TUa laformaUoa to doeamMtfad 
by Boadlr aatiraly from pi^Ue aoarca matartaL (pp. Ilt-IM) 



lli-,^ _ J^ BWJtoMj^ Bwaaa o« pata W, daacrttoai II 

drtaaUraagaacjolthaDapartmaaCoCJaatlea.*' Jhf Pf rtrttrr la m«>Honad wi pan 

aa aopportlaf Bandy'a Tiew thai tha eomanmiat aBoramaait atlU anjojs coaatdarabto aapport 
to tha Ualtad fltaUa. IMUm l00->90869 T9n9eim aoma dero^ilory Itf ormattoa eoncanlai 
toa radaral aad NaUooal CooaeU o< Charehaa, aaeh af vhteh waa raealTad fs«a rifii 
chnchfroopa. tonraatlgilkiB* cooftoad to coatocto with toCorinaato c( tha Xav Toaii Olflet. 
dafatopad ao ladlcaHoa of commaBtot dondattttoa. Tha Baraaa follovad 
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OBHaVATIOMit 



I.- 



oppoatUofi to tha Tadaral aad MMIomI CoaaeU of Chofchaa appanra 
■Mttvalad by tha fad thai tha Ttova of thaaa or^alaattoiw aa vartooa tfiaaa of •fH^Mif i aad 
latonalloaal tolaraat ara d Tarlaaea vlth hto a«a» Sras CIreatI BIdara, vhleh to 
dtotrlhidtag 100 coplaa of Ma book, fall tt aacaaaary to patot odL thai vhUa toa ■tatfmtnta 
to Boat^a book pafteialag to tha aoauBoatot fkoat affUlatloBa of tha todlTldBala mvitloaad 
tharatoara«^Mrraot, toaetor aathayiB...vaaraMldtopoaadto, aor da wa f aat fBallUoi 
to, coMMial a alb o rttallv aly lyoa aoma of tha othar phaaaa of Bda wwh.** MaeaalliBf 
BaaOfm t a f<WTita M n a to darlTad fram pabUa aoartaa^ B to Ml fyillhal a^r farttow aetloa to 
r««alrad by tha Baraaa. 
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of the Internal Security Section. 



Boal^a'took to aaclond. for the information 
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KCC Vice President 



Church Council 
Elects C. P. Toft 



By TIMES-STAR Wire ServloM 
Charles P. Taft of Cincinnati was elected in St. Louis' 
JTlf^S^y as one of eight vice presidents-at-large of the 
iMlUMhl Council of Churches. The Episcopal layman, and 
kintii recently Cincinnati's mayor, formerly was president 
'of the National CouncU*s predecessor, the Federal Council 
I of Churches. 

Elected to the presidency 

of'^ho NCC for three years 

was Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg^ 

64, pastor of Delmar Baptist 

Church. St. Louis, a congre- 
gation affiliated with both the 

America^ (Northern) and 

Southern Baptist Conventions. 

Formerly head of the north- 
ern Baptist body, he is the 

first Baptist ever to head the 

co-operative organization of 

30 Protestant and Orthodox 

denominations. 

DR. DAHLBERG'S congre- 
gation has been called "a 
church with a northern ac- 
^cent and southern exposure." 
'Aafc^:^V,id of the organization 
thLjy^s about 37.5 million 
members, he succeeds Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, Presby- 
terian (U. S. A.) Church ad- 
ministrative head, Philadel- 
phia. Dr. Dahlber^^pends his 
vacations mountain • climbing 
in Colorado. 

Former U. S. defense mobl 




CHARLES P. TAFT 

lizer Charles E. Wilson, an 
American Baptist, and New 
York shipping lines executive, 
was re-elected the NCC treas- 
urer. 

The 2,000 churchmen at the 
St. Louis meeting took a 
close, critical look at their 
own record in race relations. 
Dean- Listen Pope of Yale Di- 
vinity School reported thit 
about 10 per cent of the na- 
tion's Protestant churches 
now have interracial congre 
gations. ^_^_^_^ 



December 2^ 1957 



Edwin T* Dahlberg 



(1) Citizens* Committee to Free Barl Browder — favored 
clemency — letterhead^ April 1942 

(2) Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell — signer 
of appeal — Iliat Justice Shall Be Done , August 1957, page 2 

(3) National Committee to Combat Anti-Semitism •- sponsor ~ 
letterhead, March 26, 1946 

(4) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act — 
initiating sponsor ~ open letter to Congress, January 19, 1951 

(5) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act •>- signer 
of open letter to Republican and Democratic parties ~ Daily 
Worker , July 9, 1952, page 3 

(6) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Acts -^ signer 
of open letter to President Eisenhower — Daily Worker , July 27, 
1953, page 8 

(7) Open Letter to President Roosevelt Protesting Deportation 
Order Against Harry R. Bridges ~ signer — letter, April 22, 1943 

(8) Statement Endorsing Publication and Distribution of the 
Report of Seven Clergymen Who Visited Yugoslavia ~ sponsor and 
signer -« press release, October 31, 1947 

(9) Washington Conference on Peaceful Alternatives to the 
Atlantic Pact — organizer of ~ Worker , July 24, 1949, page 11 










♦"criticism of toe socialistic, pro-communistic, COLLECTIVIST, and OTOER UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES OF 
TOE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, OVER A PROLONGED PERIOD, CAUSED TOE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
TO LOSE SUPPORT. THE NEW NAME WAS ADOPTFT) IN 1950. 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D* C» 

ISj dear Mr. Hoover i 

There has recently cpae to the attention of this 
Session accusations that thenj ational Council of C hurches 
and the World council of Ch\irches are comnunistic, or led 
^7 coinniunistically inclined sen* 

We are very anxious to settle this very vital 
question in order to have peace within the church. Is it 
at all possible for you to secure information as to the 
coi*rectness of these charges, and the names of aiy ef the 
leadership in these organisations that might be included 
among subversive organizations, as published by the 
Committee investigating Un American Activities* 

AiQT information that you might give us will be 
greatly cppredated* 

Sincerely yours. 
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rictlTtd, aaA I tppwcUu «m UUrtst i*tch prw^t^;pMr^ 

V- .;.:-:•: •;^/ sIk* this tnreaa bfts c^ateetiA m| •;\v^#-^'f..i^y»m-S- 
iBv^stlgatioB ©f the orsaBiiatloas MBtloBtfd iB-.-j::::^.'^-::mt'^ 
year lttter» I tm unable te fmniui yew aaj : .; ? ;;^' ;%t;P 
iBforaatlMi coBcenilBg thca* 
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7«)tE] ta SAC, MIAMiy CONT ON PAGJI TWO 

SE£ NOTE ON YELLOW^ PAGE; TWO 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: _^ 

I am enclosing a letter addressed to Mrs. Johnson 
from our friend. Miss Edith E. Lowry, National Director of 
Migrant Ministry, of theTlatlonal Council of the Churches 
■of Christ m the United States of America, which Is 
isetf •=BxpiaLnat ory '. 

I am sure that you are familiar with the fine, 
nationwide work this organization Is doing, especially In 
Its program of assisting migrants throughout the country. 
Mrs. Johnson has been closely associated with this work 
since we came to New York, and I have therefore had the 
Drivilege of listening to some of the outstanding speakers 
in years past at their annual National Migrant Committee 
luncheon held at the Waldorf in the fall of each year. It 
is an outstanding event and Is attended by Influential 
.j-epresentatlves of the organization from practically every 
State in the Union. 

You will note from the enclosed letter that the 
National Director Is anxious that you be the main spejjcer 
"at the next annual meeting and that you speak on the all- 
ilmportant subject of Juvenile delinquency, on which you are 
Ithe nation's foremost authority. Because Miss Lowry does 
not know you personally, at Mrs. Johnson's suggestion I have 
been given the honor of approaching you on the matter. 
These fine ladles are very anxious that you accept the 
invitation and for that reason desire to extend It several 
months in advance so that you can make your Plans. I do hope 
that It will be possible for you t^o accept, and I know 
lyou will have not only an apprecl^'^^Md/ 
the most worthv and Influential wwtt'I?^ ayv/ , 
g# ?ogetSer in the entire country. • AlthC^ tfTTle^r does 
not say so, I feel safe in saying that I WkP^W^ i|^®^.„^ 
orLnlzatlin would pay your expens^^o New?ork anS return. 

W^^ Slncereiy-aLOur fii^iend. 
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PS. Congratulations on your new bookl Assuming that you 
have an extra one lying around. If you will autograph It to 
me and send It to me, I would be gratified to put It In my 
library along with many other autographed books of 
/distinguished Americans, and If you will advise me the price 
/ of your book, I will be delighted to send you my check for 
I same. 
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J. J. 
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March 12, 195B 



Mrs a Jed Johnson 

2 Fifth Avenue 

New York 11, New York 

Dear Mrs a Johnson x 

It was 80 good to have you at our Special Events Committee 
meeting yesterday and I am so glad that you feel that Mr. Johnson 
\/ would be willing to approach J. Edgar Hoover to urge him to 
H accept an invitation to speak at our National Migrant Committee 
.uncheon at the Waldorf on November 20, 1958* 

Because of Mr. Hoover's special interest and competence in 
the field of juvenile deliquency, we wo\ad like to have him 
/speak on the factors that lie back of juvenile deliquency with 
(special reference to the migrant agricultural worker and his 
\family. We would also like to have him tell us what he thinks 
ithe churches could do to help most effectively in this situation, 
lof course, Mr, Hoover would be the chief speaker* 

It is the thought of the Ccwimittee that Mrs, Monica B. Owen,^ 
who works on the field constantly with our staff in the migrant , 
camps, speak briefly on what is being done through the Migrant ^ 
Ministry which represents the cooperative effort of the Protes- • 
tant churches in this field. This luncheon is a significant 
occasion because it draws together leaders of the Protestant 
churches throughout the metropolitan area as well as the national 
Protestant leaders associated with the National Council of 
Churches and the national denominational bodies, Also represent- 
atives of the federal and state governments always are at this 
Luncheon because of the very close working relationship that we 
have with them at all levels. 

1 1 We would expect Mr. Hoover to speak from thirty to forty 
minutes as he wotad be the major program feature* 

I hope you will express to your husband the deep gratitude 
ttee for helping us in this approach to Mr* Hoover. 



Very sincerely yours, 

Edith E* Lowiy ' / 
National Director 
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Executive Secr0ary, Home Missions Council of North America, Inc;, - 
from 1938 to 1945, largely in connection ivith invitations for the 
Director to speak. ^4-1-5787) . c;-. v -j^vj. .^ > 
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OnCAGO, March 22 (AP) - 
Representatives of four Lutheran 
Church bodies took steps h»e to 
broaden their merger plans to in- 
dude all Lutheran groups i n fee 
U nit^ States, ~ 

The :46-man Lutheran Unity 
Commisdcm extended an invita 
ticm to the other 12 Lutheran 
groiq» to join a "more cwnpre- 
heosive organic union." i ; 

Represented in the comxnissK \ 
are the United Lutheran Churc i 
in America, the Augustana Lut|; 
cran Church, the Finnish Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church and the 
lAmerican EvangeUcal Lutheran 
Church. 

I^oposals similar to tiiat 
suggoted here were rejected re- 
cenUy ^en the National Lutheran 
^uncil met hi Atlantic City. N.J. 
The majority of Lutiicran groups 
are council members, and titfee of 
them outside the preset disc^ 
sions are expected to co^ete 
tiidr own organic union uy iww. 

During its three^y meeting, 
the commissira approved plans 
for tiic church's proposedfeeolog- 
ical semtoariea, and decided to 
ban pastwii from bd(m©ng 
aecret orders- Ihese actions 
mDved major mergw obstacH 
commisaon spokesmen said- 

The four-way merger woul 
create a singje three-miUion mem. 
bCT church, 
lie commisrion i^ans to recco- 
le in piicago Nov, W. 
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Relief again goes fo Palish Lufherons • . . Narfhern bishaps repeaf pjfia 
for church freedom in Hungary . . . Quesffons volue of bowling offeys in 
churches . • . US. foreign old pragram gefs supporf from church leaders 
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Polond to get LWR oid 

Seven years ago Lutheran World Re- 
lief halted shipments of food and cloth- 
ing to Poland. The Red regime had pre- 
vented free distribution of such supplies 
by the land's churches, relief officials said. 

This month Bernard A. Confer, LWR 
executive secretary, announced that a 
"more relaxed attitude" on the part of 
the Polish government made it possible 
for the agency to resume aid to Poland's 
Lutherans. An estimated 200,000 Lu- 
therans remain in Poland, he said, a de- 
crease of one million since 1939. Their 
numbers continue to dwindle, but 400 
congregations are still served by 1 06 
pastors. 

A shipment of 25 tons of clothing will 
be made in the near future, Mr. Confer 
revealed. Distribution will be made 
through the Polish Ecumenical Council, 
co-operative organization of Protestant 
and Old Catholic churches. 

Announcement of the resumption of 
Polish relief followed the annual meeting 
of the inter-Lutheran agency's board of 
- directors.-Dr.FrankJin Clark Fry, presi- 
dent of the United Lutheran Church and 
of the Lutheran World Federation, was 
re-elected LWR president. 

Help for Soufh Africans 
Another Lutheran arm extended in a 
different direction this month. Dr. Carl 
E. Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation, said funds 
for pastors and building programs had 



been pledged to Lutheran groups in the 
Union of South Africa. 

The aid will be used to establish Eng- 
lish and Afrikaans-speaking congrega- 
tions. The first pastor will be sent to 
Welkom in the Free State this month. 
Other congregations are planned later for 
Durban and Johannesburg, Dr. Lund- 
Quist said. Pastors will be sent from 
Germany, Norway or Sweden, but plans 
include future training for clergy at a 
South African seminary, he said. 

Second plea sent to Hungory 

Primates of the four Scandinavian Lu- 
theran State churches (Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark and Finland) had in January 
sent a joint letter to Janos Horvath, presi- 
dent of Hungary's State Office for Church 
Affairs. In it they expressed concern 
over restrictions on Hungary's Lutheran 
Church, especially the ousting of Bishop 
Zoltan Turoczy in its northern district 
and the demotion of Bishop Lajos Ordass, 
who had been head of the church. State 
appointee Lajos Veto had replaced BishppL 
Turoczy andhad been recognized by the 
state as the leader of the entire church. 

In reply, Mr. Horvath had called 
church affairs an internal concern of 
Hungary, but expressed the opinion that 
conditions had "in recent weeks" im- 
proved. 

On Feb. 21 the northern churchmen 
sent a second letter to the Hungarian of- 
ficial. Unity of the church demanded 
that they speak out when basic Christian 

T}»e Lutheran 
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Officials of National Council of Churches 
Charles C. Parlin, vice chairman of General Board; Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president; 
and Dr. Roy G. Ross, general secretary, as they led sessions of the 250'member 
policy-making group in New York in first meeting since General Assembly last fall 




treatment," the statement said. "They 
are especially in need of pastoral care and 
the divine love which the church can 
bring to them." Alcoholism is a serious 
threat to health and happiness as well as 
a source of instability in families and 
communities, the pronouncement said. 

Although 175 members attended the 
meeting, the vote on the statement was 
75 for, two against, and three abstaining. 

Clean bargaining urged 

"Both employers and employees" have 
the right to organize for collective bar- 
gaining, the board's labor pronouncement 
said. It reported that "employer-employee 
collusion in matters of prices and trade 
practices" has brought about abuses in 
labor-management relations and urged 
both groups to show a "compelling sense 
of responsibility for the public interest." 
Faithful observance of agreements and 
peaceful settlement of differences were 
asked. 

Another resolution strongly supported 
U.S. economic aid and reciprocal foreign 
trade policies "in the light of our Chris- 



tian obligation to care for our neighbors 
throughout the world." 

Africa's doors may close 

The chance for expansion of Christian 
work in Africa may soon come to an end. 
Dr. Roy G. Ross, NCC general secretary, 
told the board. Observations during his 
recent tour of Africa revealed that grow- 
ing nationalism made African nations 
eager to terminate their dependence on 
western missions and missionaries, he 
said. They still wanted help in their edu- 
cational and literacy programs, he added. 

Splinter divisions of Christianity in 
Africa were a "cause for apprehension," 
Dr. Ross continued. He said that in 
South Africa alone more than 1 ,000 sep- 
arate groups call themselves Christian. 
With literacy programs enabling millions 
of African natives to read, he urged the 
churches to strengthen their educational 
and evangelistic work while the oppor- 
tunity still remained. r 

The board decided to advance the 
date of the next General Assembly to 
Dec. 4-9. 1960, to avoid a conflict with 
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the meeting of the World Council of 
Churches now scheduled for Decem- 
ber, 1961. Most of the NCCs member 
churches also belong to the World Coun- 
cil. The NCC Assembly will be held in 
San Francisco. 

Says Lutherans are changing 

The Lutheran Church in America is 
"in a state of ferment" and is "bristling 
with new ideas with which to adorn an 
unchanging faith," an article in Look by 
Hartzell Spence declares. 

Citing current Lutheran mergers and 
referring to the intensive evangelism pro- 
gram carried on during the past few 
years, Mr. Spence continues, "The entire 
denomination has come alive, as though 
it suddenly decided to make good Presi- 
dent Theodore Roosevelt's 5 3 -year-old 
prophecy that Lutheranism is destined to 
become one of the two or three greatest 
churches in the United States." 

The article, in the April 1 issue of the 



magazine, includes pictures of Dr. Fry 
and of the historic Trappe Church, near 
Philadelphia. Unswerving emphasis on 
the "New Testament Gospel and on the 
thesis that man is naturally sinful, con- 
stantly in need of God's forgiving grace" 
plus brisk up-to-the-minute methods of 
evangelism have been responsible for 
U.S. Lutheranism's gain of 1,716,592 
members between 1946 and 1956, Mr. 
Spence says. 

J 

^erger documents revised 

^ Conventions of the three churches 
planning to unite in 1960 into the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church will this year be 
required to act on 250 additions, dele- 
tions and amendments to the constitution,, 
by-laws and articles of union of the new* 
church. The American, Evangelical and 
) United Evangelical churches will be asked 
^ to rubberstamp the changes, since further 
J alterations would require more action by 
the other bodies. 










Nuclear Scientist-Pastor 
Dr, Harold R, Lohr 

that body's Manpower Commission sug- 
gested at a Chicago meeting. Noting that 
the shortage of pastors is likely to get 
worse before it gets better, the commis- 
sion asked district presidents to study the 
proposal. It noted also that an increasing 
number of pastors is being called into 
general work, adding to the shortage in 
congregational pulpits. 

A "definite need" for general and spe- 
cialized training of laymen to fill new 
positions for full-time church work was 
stressed by the commission. It recom- 
mended that the church's seminaries pro- 
vide "opportunities for lay training in ad- 
dition to the present program of theo- 
logical training." 

"If the shortage of pastors makes us 
utilize our lay people, history may inter- 
pret this shortage as providential," said 
Dr. A. C. Schumacher of Madison, Wis- 
consin, commission chairman. 

March 19. 1958 



Atom scientist to be pastor 

A nuclear scientist who once paid lit- 
tle heed to religion will become a Lu- 
theran pastor in June. Dr. Harold R. 
Lohr, former research specialist for the 
Atomic Energy Commission, will be or- 
dained by the Augustana Church at 
Jamestown, N. Y., on June 22 after grad- 
uation from the seminary at Rock Island, 
Illinois. 

The 38-year-old scientist **wasn't much 
concerned about any church relationship" 
in 1950 when an evangelism visitor from 
Grace Lutheran Church, La Grange, Illi- 
nois, called at his home. The visitor was 
a Ph.D. in chemistry. His approach ap- 
pealed to the Lohrs, who joined the 
church one year later. Dr. Lohr became 
a Sunday school teacher, usher, and a 
member of the church council. 

Asked to address the congregation one 
Sunday on how Christ can change a 
man's life, Dr. Lohr used as an illustra- 
tion the experience of Dr. O. V. Ander- 
son, nuclear physicist at Oak Ridge who 
became an Episcopal priest. '1 saw the 
parallel in my own situation," he said. 
"I learned that a man could use his mind 
in religion and that there was room in 
the church for one who asks questions." 

Church asks Cuban peoce 

The Cuban regime of Dictator Ful- 
gencio Batista has been disrupted by a 
rebel group led by Fidel Castro which 
holds the eastern end of the island. Be- 
side intermittent fighting which has dis- 
rupted the island's economy, the rebels 
have recently filtered into the capital city 
of Havana. They have showed their 
power by kidnapping the favored driver 
in a popular auto race, destroying the 
checks in the reserve bank, burning of 
sugar warehouses and similar pranks. 

Early this month the Roman Catholic 
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hierarchy on the island called for free 
elections and establishment of a **govera- 
ment of national union." The declaration 
caught the Batista regime by surprise and 
foiled a later presidential order that it 
be not printed or broadcast. 

Spokesmen for the Castro rebels said 
ihey did not want any "ecclesiastical in- 
terference" in Cuban politics. Batista 
declared that he would remain in office 
regardless of any elections. However, the 
Revolutionary Directorate (one of the 
groups aiding rebel activity), civic and 
labor organizations heartily endorsed 
Cardinal Arteaga's views. Only Batista*s 
resignation could bring about a peaceful 
solution, the Directorate said, adding, 
"Our fervent desire is that God and Jesus 
Christ will illumine the despot and make 
him understand that only by this path can 
a new spilling of Cuban blood be pre- 
vented." 

- Tolerance seen gaining , 

Tolerance is growing iriTfie world to--' 
day, both toward specific religions and' 
toward agnostics and/atheists,/a United * 
Nations commission "believes.^ A Study ^ 
on Discrimination in the Matter of Re- ; 
ligious Rights and Practices has been is-j 
sued by a subcommittee of the UN Com-^ 
mission on Human Rights. The study, ^* 
prepared by Arcot Krishnaswami of" 
; India, a Hindu, noted that state interfer- 
ence in the observance of religion is " 
the greatest source of discrimination 
I today. Avowed purpose of the commis-^ 
I sion is to eradicate religious discriminaf 
'^ tion throughout the world. I 

I The report, based on information gathj 
.' ered from 30 nations, urges five freedom| 
] in religion — to maintain religion, t^ 
change religion, to manifest religion, to 
disseminate religion, and to associate with 



Pavilion at Brussels 

Protestant building at 1958 International 
Exposition {left) with the fair*s atom 
symbol visible in the center background 

fellow-believers. Instances of discrimina- 
tion noted include treatment of conscien- 
tious objectors to war, lack of legal recog- 
nition for some religious marriage 
ceremonies, religious processions on pub- 
lic highways, and taxation of religious 
property, among many others. No re- 
ligion or coimtry is specifically named. 
Only major objection to the study came 
from the Soviet Union's committee mem- 
ber, who opposed the clause that "certain 
philosophies of new ruling classes in cer- 
tain countries of the world affect the re- 
ligious freedom not only of the minority 
but also of the majority." 

And so forth 

Enrollment in Roman Catholic paro- 
chial schools in the District of Columbia 
doubled in the last ten years. Total for 
January," 1958, was 46,868 compared 
with 22,762 at the same time in 1948. 

The Lutheran 








exactly the same amount as they had in purged "peaceful co-existence" between- 
1956-when returns were 106 per cent J the church and the Communist regime' 
of the quota— the church's total fell f It also condemned "all efforts, both with- i 
about $13,000 short of the $1,595,985 |in and without, to disturb the countrys 
askmg. In percentage, contributions Tanner peace." ^ 




reached 99.14 per cent of the 1957 goal 
LWA funds are used to provide for the 
international emergency programs of the 
National Lutheran Council and Lutheran 
World Federation. Included are service 
to refugees, help for younger churches 
in mission areas, service to military per- 
sonnel, and various relief programs. 

Hungary Reds reward church 

: With Communist - approved leaders 

J again in high church posts, relations be- 

^ tween Hungary's Lutheran Church and 

/ the regime of Premier Janos Kadar have 

^' been "normalized," Janos Horvath, head 

/ of the State Office for Church Affairs, 

; said last month. As. a sign of this "rior- 

; malcy" Presiding Bishop Lajos Veto, Avho 

had been put into office by the Reds in 



Signers were Bishop Veto; Erno Mi- 
halyfi, government-appointed general in- 
spector of the church, and Horvath. 
Notably missing from the document was 
the name of Bishop Lajos Ordass, who 
still heads the church's southern district. 
In Vienna, Lutheran spokesmen for the 
Austrian Church scoffed at the document 
as a "deal imposed on the church and 
: signed by the Communist collaborators/' 
\ They said it "does not express the views 
I of the Lutheran faithful in Hungary."... -' 
I Veto, presiding bishop of the church 
f during the Stalinist regime of Matyas 
;Rakosi, was put back into office by the 
:Red regime in December. He replaced 
Bishop Zoltan Turoczy, a former Red 
prisoner, who had three times been 

/elected to office by church conventions. 

December, pledged that the church would ^'The Hungarian government also chose to 
recognize "the divinely ordained supreme \ recognize Veto as presiding bishop in 
authority" of the state. The government | place of Bishop Ordass. 
thereupon agreed not to put into ^sffect a { 



threatened 25 per cent cut in the church's ! 
funds. / . ; 

Similar fund -euts for Roman Catholic, 
Reformed and Jewish churches had also 
been revoked when they promised to sup- 
port the Red regime. The Lutheran 
Church, Hungary's third largest with 
500,000 members, was last to fall into 
line. 

Veto pledges loyalty > 

The pledge said, *The church recog* 
nizes the revolutionary workers' and 



Ordass faces new attack 

Pressure against Bishop Ordass ap- 
peared to be building up as his activities 
continued under close government scru- 
tiny. Further changes in the leadership 
of the southern diocese might be needed 
for a "good relationship between church 
and state," the Jan. 19 issue of Evan- 
gelikus Elet, Hungarian church paper, re- 
ported. The paper announced that re- 
quests from the church had led the 
government to withdraw special com- 
^ _.._ .. missioner Karoly Grenak from the north- 
peasants' government and its divinely or- I em diocese of Bishop Veto, but that he 
dained supreme authority and will educate \: would continue to supervise the work of 
believers in a spirit of i)bedience toward > Bishop Qrdass in the southern diocese, 
the state's supremacy." It assured sup- ". A Budapest daily last month charged 

making "anti-Com- 
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had been keynote speaker at the Lutheran 
World Federation Assembly in Minne- 
apolis. He was elected vice president 
of the LWF, a post he had also held in 
1 948 prior to his eight years of imprison- 
ment and house arrest under previous 
Hungarian Communist regimes. 

Churches oid UN program 

It may never have happened before. 
A Protestant church organization has 
loaned a government agency $100,000. 

Church World Service, relief agency of 
the National Council of Churches, made 
the advance last month to the United 
Nations Refugee Fund. The money 
will be used to help resettle some of the 
White Russians who had been bottled up 
in Communist China or Manchuria since 
the Red revolution 40 years ago. About 
1,200 will be resettled immediately in 
Australia or Brazil. 



group now stranded 
UN group had exhaustedTlT ^^ 
quired the loan to tide over its,pr!_ 
"until participating governments are abiT" 
to appropriate the necessary money," Dr. 
Wilson explained. The loan is repayable 
in nine months. 

More than 10,000 of the Russians have 
been resettled through the efforts of re- 
ligious or intergovernmental agencies 
during recent years. Beside the group 
now in Hong Kong, about 11,000 are 
still in Red China. Of these, 3,500 have 
exit permits but cannot be brought into 
Hong Kong until the White Russians now 
in the overcrowded British colony are 
moved out. 

The World Council of Churches will 
"intensify its efforts" to aid 750,000 
Chinese refugees now in Hong Kong, the 
UN was told by Dr. Elfan Rees, WCC 
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Asks segregation repeal ^ . 

South African laws which prevent ad- 
mission of non-whites to church-operated 
private schools should be repealed, Ang- 
lican Archbishop Joost de Blank recom- 
mended this month. It was his second 



"almost as though by a perverse twist of 
history we are more concerned about our * 
competition with Russia than we are 
about our stance before God." 

Reaction to the Soviet lead in satellite 
development shows us to be "a nation/ 

r * . .-• *"*'"ucu Luist muniD. It was his secnnd 

r of contemptuous pride and self-assur- ^ ^tt^nv « *u 7 secona 

\ ^«^^ » r^ ri • > attack on the country's apartheid laws 

ance, ' Dr. Brauer continued. "The sout-' m** Ko^ ^ r * i J' * "^"^'"^'" *aws. 

r.:\r. u * L ^"- i"c »pui ^ He had earher struck at the Grouo Areas 

tmks show us to be a frustrated and in- ^ Act u/h.Vh iir«;fe tu .- .7 

secure people. In fact we even aooear* u-l . ^^ '^^^'''"' '" '^^'''^ 

t« K. of 7 1 . ^ f ^PP^^'^f whites and non-whites may Uve. 

|to be a fearful people. Our childish re-l xjnifu i i i_ • 

art.nnc t^ tK« D • y. ^«"ajsn ree With legal barriers removed, church 

^ctions to the Russian discoveries seri4 groups would have freedom to find a wav 

puslv Question our ahJIitv m *.v*.rn;c« ,.«J Z, ,. , „ ■ "''^"""^ 'o i^na a way 

by which all races can come together 



pusly question our ability to exercise re-^ 
sponsible worid leadership at this time 
of crisis," 

If people search for "security" in re- 
ligion only because of their fears or 
perils, they are misusing religion, ihe 
theologian said. "If we cannot find a 
standard by which to judge ourselves ex- 
cept the Russian competition . . . Chris- 
tianity . . . cannot avoid crying idolatry," 

Church building boom foreseen 

Church construction will soar for the 
next ten years, a forecast by Architectural 
Forum magazine predicted. Total U.S. 
expenditures for religious edifices will be 
$920 million in 1958, a gain of six per 
cent over last year's record, it said. Build- 



ing will continue at high levels, with an f Assembly 



in our schools and other cultural institu- 
tions," the archbishop declared. If estab- 
lished institutions were unwilling to 
change, "we would establish new institu- 
tions where children of all raqes could 
attend schools together," he suggested. 

"In the rest of the civilized world, peo- 
ple are brought together by acommunity 
of interests," the archbishop continued. 
"To suppose that this community of in- 
terest is limited to people of one color 
is wrong." v ' - ^\ • .. 

V Wants archbishop deported \ 

: Dr. de Blank's appeal coincided with \ 
^attacks on his anti-apartheid stand in \ 
"" South Africa's Senate and House of \ 



anticipated total of $900 million in 1962 
and a peak of $950 million in 1967. 

The magazine's "fabulous" and "daz- 
zling" forecast was based on an economic 
survey of population growth and move- 



Noting that after only three months 
in the country, the archbishop had be- 
come chairman of the "Treason Trial 
Defense Fund" which provides legal help 
to people charged with opposition to the 
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ment. It found the only "troubling ques- i. government's racial segregation policies, 
tion" whether the economy can supply ? Assemblyman P. J. Coetzee suggested 
the men and materials needed to make * that the churchman be deported 
the goals attainable. j -j feel the time has come when Gen- 

January building starts reported by the J eral Smuts' policy of shoot first and ask 
U.S. Department of Commerce and La- J questions afterward should be applied," 
bor supported the prophecy> January } the assembly member said. "South Africa 
total for construction of new religious? has had its fill of de Blanks, Reeves and 



buildings was $68 million, topping by $1 
million last year's record for the month. 



Huddlestons. People of this type, includ- 
ing the archbishop, should be deported." 
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lege_s cam/'under fire from Dr. Henry J. 
Whiting, secretary of the NLC Welfare 
Division. Such emphasis "may in the 
long run seriously jeopardize the very 
qualities we seek to protect," he said. 
"In a world that is in danger of losing 
its soul" students require a "well-balanced 
educational program to give them the 
strength, stability and creativity needed 
for the solution of human problems," 





RILLING TO BE CHAPLAIN 

Dr. John W. Rilling, pastor of St. John's 
Church, Minneapolis, will be chaplain of 
the 1958 ULCA convention at Dayton. Ohio, 
Oct. 8-15. Announcement of the Minnesota 
pastor's appointment was made this month 
By Dr. Franfclin Clarfc Fry, ULCA president. 

Former president of the Board of Parish 
Education, Dr. Rilling ts now on the Execu- 
tive Board. In 1951 and 1952 he was 
preacher for the nationwide Sunday Vespers 
broadcast on the ABC network. A native 
of Ohio, Dr. Rilling served parishes in Ver- 
sailles, Lafcewood and Springfield until 
called to Minneapolis in 1945. 



Elected for third term 
Dr. Reinartz, ULC secretary since 
1947, was returned to office for his third 
one-year term as NLC president. Also 
re-elected were Dr. Norman A. Menter 
of the American Lutheran Church as vice 
president; Dr. Raymond Olson of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church as secre- 
tary; and Mr. Fred C. Eggerstedt, ULC 
layman, as treasurer. 

Called to head the council's Division 

of Public Relations was the Rev. Philip 

A. Johnson, Augustana pastor who has 

I served interracial Salem Church in Chi- 

1 cago since 1949. In the same division, 

i Miss Betty Barth of Indianapolis was 

i named to direct radio and TV work. She 

tPOw heads the radio and TV program 

for Indianapolis public schools. 

In other fields, the council: 

r— Adopted a strongly worded statement 

/calling on all churches to open their 

: doors to people of all races. Excluding 

■ persons because of color, culture, class 

or caste is a "sin against God and man,'* 

it said. 

— Heard a plan for "roving service pas- 
tors" to minister to isolated military units 
in outpost positions. 

— Learned that the film Martin Luther 
had been widely distributed abroad and 
was now released for general television 
use. 

— Was told that its member bodies had 
established a record 160 new mission 
congregations in 1957. United Lutherans 
led with 75. 



/ 



X^hides American fears J^ 



The cold war struggle with Russia "de- 
termines . . . our belief and thinking" to 
an appalling extent, Dr. Jerald C. Brauer, - 
dean of the theological faculty at the Uni- i 
versity of Chicago and a United Lutheran 
churchman, told a Chicago conference of 
clergymen this month. He said it was 
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New address in Philadelphia 

After a week of moving and getting 
settled, most United Lutheran Church 
boards and agencies in Philadelphia were 
comfortably quartered this month in the 
new building constructed by the Board 
of Publication at 2900 Queen Lane, in 
the Germantown section. It will be known 
as the Muhlenberg Building — the same 
name as that of the former headquarters 
at 1228 Spruce Street in Philadelphia's 
center city. 

Dedication ceremonies took place on 
Monday, March 10, in the chapel of the 
new structure. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
ULC president, preached. The service 
was conducted by Dr. F. Eppling Rein- 
artz, ULC secretary. Dr. H. Torrey 
Walker, executive secretary of the Pub- 
lication Board, read the lessons. 

Carillon music played as the dedica- 
tory procession moved across the large 
circle in front of the main entrance. At 
the door, keys to the building were pre- 
sented to Fred Konemann of Washington, 
Publication Board president. 

A "radial hemicycle" 
The new Muhlenberg Building is arc- 
shaped with four extending wings — archi- 
tecturally a "radial hemicycle." It con- 
tains 160,000 square feet of office and 
storage space — approximately twice that 
of the former building. It is situated on 
a 16-acre plot. About 350 staff members 
and employees of the boards and agencies 
will be working in the building, which is 



owned and will be operated by the Board 
of Publication. 

Beside the Board of Publication, of- 
fices now in the building include those of 
the boards of Parish Education and Dea- 
coness Work, United Lutheran Church 
Women, Luther League of America, and 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, as well 
as the editorial offices of The Lutheran. 
The Board of Pensions will move its of- 
fices to the Queen Lane address in late 
spring. 

NCC warns on alcohol 

Policy statements on collective bargain- 
ing, economic aid to foreign lands, and 
problems of alcoholism were adopted by 
the 250-member General Board, policy- 
making arm of the National Council of 
Churches, as it met in New York on Feb. 
26. Presiding was Dr. Edwin Dahlberg 
of St. Louis, who had been elected presi- 
dent at the NCC General Assembly last 
fall. Charles C. Parlin, Methodist layman 
and New York attorney, was chosen vice 
chairman of the General Board. 

The pronouncement on "The Churches 
and Alcohol" resulted from a two-year 
study by a 15-member committee chaired 
by Dr. Harold C. Letts, United Lutheran 
churchman. The statement acknowledged 
differences of conviction on the use of 
alcoholic beverages among the NCC's 34 
member communions. It advocated pas- 
toral care, education, and development 
of clinics to aid alcoholics. They need 
"diagnosis, understanding, guidance and 
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"almost as though by a perverse twist of 
history we are more concerned about our 
competition with Russia than we are 
about our stance before God." 

Reaction to the Soviet lead in satellite , 

development shows us to be "a nation f 

of contemptuous pride and self-assur- 1 

ance," Dr. Brauer continued. "The sput-t 

\ niks show us to be a frustrated and in- i 

isecure people. In fact, we even appearj 

Ito be a fearful people. Our childish re-f 

actions to the Russian discoveries seri4 

pusly question our ability to exercise re-' 

sponsible world leadership at this time 

of crisis." 

If people search for "security" in re- 
ligion only because of their fears or 
perils, they are misusing religion, ihe 
theologian said. "If we cannot find a 
standard by which to judge ourselves ex- 
cept the Russian competition . . . Chris- 
tianity . . . cannot avoid crying idolatry," 

Church building boom foreseen 

Church construction will soar for the 
next ten years, a forecast by Architectural 
Forum magazine predicted. Total U.S. 
expenditures for religious edifices will be 
$920 million in 1958, a gain of six per 
cent over last year's record, it said. Build- 



Asks segregation repeal ^ *^- 

South African laws which prevent ad- 
mission of non-whites to church-operated 
private schools should be repealed, Ang- 
lican Archbishop Joost de Blank recom- 
mended this month. It was his second 
attack on the country's apartheid laws. 
He had earlier struck at the Group Areas 
Act, which limits the sections in which 
whites and non-whites may live. 

With legal barriers removed, church 
groups would have freedom to find a way 
"by which all races can come together 
in our schools and other cultural institu- 
tions," the archbishop declared. If estab- 
lished institutions were unwilling to 
change, "we would establish new institu- 
tions where children of all ra9es could 
attend schools together," he suggested. 

"In the rest of the civilized world, peo- 
ple are brought together by a community 
of interests," the archbishop continued. 
"To suppose that this community of in- 
terest is limited to people of one color 
is wrong." 

^ Wants archbishop deported 
/ Dr. de Blank's appeal coincided with ' 
^attacks on his anti-apartheid stand in 
/South Africa's Senate and House of 



ing will continue at high levels, with an :^ Assembly, 



anticipated total of $900 million in 1962 
and a peak of $950 million in 1967. 

The magazine's "fabulous" and "daz- 
zling" forecast was based on an economic 
survey of population growth and move- 



Noting that after only three months 
in the country, the archbishop had be- 
come chairman of the "Treason Trial 
Defense Fund" which provides legal help 
. to people charged with opposition to the 



ment. It found the only "troubling ques- ; government's racial segregation policies. 



Assemblyman P. J. Coetzee suggested 
that the churchman be deported. 

"I feel the time has come when Gen- 
eral Smuts' policy of shoot first and ask 
questions afterward should be applied," 
the assembly member said. "South Africa 
has had its fill of de Blanks, Reeves and 
Huddlestons. People of this type, includ- 
ing the archbishop, should be deported." 

The Lutheran 



tion" whether the economy can supply - 
the men and materials needed to make ; 
the goals attainable. } 

January building starts reported by the ] 
U.S. Department of Commerce and La- ^ 
bor supported the prophecy. January ) 
total for construction oi new religious? 
buildings was $68 million, topping by.$l 
million last year's record for the month. 
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Council iobles Reinortz pleo \ 

The president's report at the dnnual 
meetings of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil usually doesn't get much attention- 
Commissioners at this month's Atlantic 
City session felt that Dr. F. Eppling 
Reinartz's plea for all-Lutheran union 
was an exception that demanded some 
reply. They set a precedent in naming a 
special committee to study it. 

With seven of the eight member bodies 
well advanced on two separate roads to 
merger, commissioners were in no mood 
to "sabotage" these efforts. With litUe 
dissent, they approved the committee*s 
decision that the Reinartz proposal was 
"constitutionally outside the competence" 
of the council. The committee recom- 
mended that the president's suggestion 
should be "received and spread on the 
minutes as an expression of conscientious 
convictions to which we have listened 
with respect and attention." 

All-Lutheran meeting planned 
Though organic union may be distant, 
world conditions make it urgent for Lu- 
therans to strengthen their co-operative 
efforts. Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive di- 
rector, told the commissioners. The coun- 
cil adopted his proposal to call a meeting 
of representatives of all 16 U.S. Lutheran 
bodies to discuss present and future pro- 
grams "in the light of contemporary 
ecclesiastical and international develop- 
ments.'* 

This kind of discussion can be carried 
on without compromise of doctrinal prin- 



ciples, Dr. Empie declared. He called 
the church's '^visible disunity paraded 
before the world" a major hindrance to its 
effective witness. The meeting would 
consider whether the pattern of Lutheran 
co-operation in the U.S. provides 'an 
adequate means for meeting to the utmost 
our responsibilities in witnessing to the 
Gospel," he said. The "changing picture" 
because of mergers, the increasing role 
of the Lutheran World Federation, and 
the need for effective co-ordination with 
other Protestant churches could also be 
considered, he suggested. 

Largest group outside the council is 
the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, 
which works with the council in ministry 
to military personnel, overseas relief and 
refugee projects. 

Colleges called pagan 

"A new era of pagan religiosity" is 
arising among college students, accord- 
ing to Dr. Donald R: Heiges, head of the 
council's Division of College and Uni- 
versity Work. 

Students are no longer "searching for 
the answers to ultimate questions," he 
asserted. "Crowding our campuses now 
are hundreds of thousands of students 
who have no questions, or whose ques- 
tions move only on the plane of a lucra- 
tive career and comfortable family life." 
To meet this pagan challenge, Christian 
witness by students, professors and ad- 
ministrators is increasingly necessary, he 
claimed. . . 

Plans to accent scientific study in col- 
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Church relief program lauded by an Emperor and a Senator . . . Plan 
fo fax church scAoo/s in California opposed . . . Counfry asfir oyer 
Sunday observance . . . Profe$fanf$ excluded from new Bo$fon chapel 




( Ordoss misses meeting \ 

The first vice president vfes absent as 
officers of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion met last month at Frankfurt, Ger- 
many. Bishop Lajos Ordass of Hungary, 
who was recently deposed from his posi- 
tion as head of the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church by a decree of the Communist 
government, did not attend. Bishop Or- 
dass was reported to have retained his 
place as head of the church's Southern 
District, although Bishop Zoltan Turoczy 
of the Northern District was replaced by 
Bishop Lajos Veto, a supporter of the 
Red regime. The government recognizes 
Bishop Veto as head of the entire church. 

LWF officers and West German news- 
papers expressed fears that the Com- 
munist government had prevented the 
bishop from leaving Hungary. The Buda- 
pest radio took notice of the reports, 
saying that Bishop Ordass had never ap- 
plied for an exit visa and that "anxiety 
about his whereabouts expressed at 
Frankfurt was unfounded." 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, United Lu- 
theran president and also head of the 
LWF, presided at the Frankfurt meeting. 

Peter gets high tfate post 
Dr. Janos Peter, ousted former bishop 
of the Hungarian Reformed Church, has 
been named first deputy foreign minister 
of Hungary, the Budapest radio reported. 
A controversial figure in Hungary's 
church life since he was placed in office 
by the Reds in 1949, Dr. Peter was a dele- 
gate to the United Nations last year. 



In 1956 the Reformed Church de- 
manded Peter's resignation as bishop. He 
was called the "worst kind of Stalinist" 
and accused of being a Red agent and an 
"informer" against his fellow clergymen 
in Hungary. During his hectic seven- 
; year tenure as bishop, Dr. Peter had rep- 
? resented Hungary's churches at meetings 
^of the World Council of Churches and 
/ at Communist-sponsored gatherings in 
Europe and Asia. 

Emperor thanks American churches 

A U.S. churchman had an unusual 
hour-long audience with Emperor Hiro- 
hito of Japan last month. The emperor 
received Dr. R. Norris Wilson, executive 
director of Church World Service, the 
relief agency of the National Council of 
Churches, in order to express his thanks 
to the American churches for aid given 
Japan since the end of World War H. 

The Japanese ruler also praised i^meri- 
can church efforts to aid Japanese emi- 
grants who have settled in Brazil. He 
commended such people-to-people con- 
tacts as the "surest hope" for promoting 
understanding among the nations. 

Japan's Health and Welfare Minister 
Kenso Horiki also expressed gratitude 
for the aid given by American churches. 
"I feel confident that Christianity is an 
essential factor in the relief of human 
needs," he was quoted as saying. 

Overseas programs lauded 
Americans are not only interested in 
exploring outer space, but are "exploring 
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World Council group fo meef with Russians . . . Reporf new Red offocks 
on churches in East Germany . . . Hungarian officio/ so/s church-sfate 
relations improve . • . Liberia offers support for ULC mission hospital 






Russians accept bid 

Representatives of the Russian Or- 
thodox Church will meet with officials 
of the World Council of Churches in 
Denmark this summer, Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry announced to the WCC's ex- 
ecutive committee in London this month. 
Dr. Fry is chairman of the executive com- 
mittee and also of the Central Commit- 
tee, governing body of the WCC. 

The meeting will be "in the nature of 
a first exploratory consultation to ex- 
change information and get acquainted," 
the United Lutheran president explained. 
"We have looked forward for two years 
to this new opportunity to discover ways 
in which fellowship in Christ may be 



National Council of Churches of the 
U.S.A. visited the Soviet Union. The 
visit was later returned by a Russian 
group. .-,-..-• '■'■'- 

:f Reds harass churches 
'Protestant churches in eastern Europe 
are finding the going "more and more 
; difficult," Dr. W. A. Visser *t Hooft, gen- 
i era! secretary of the WCC, told the Lon- 
don meeting. In East Germany the situa- 
■ tion was "very discouraging," he re- 
ported. Red officials have cut off contact 
between the zone's churchmen and those 
outside, he said. Political accusations 
have jailed several pastors who have re- 
fused to give wholehearted support to 



shared by those who profess him even { Communist programs, 



in the midst of drastically differing his- 
torical situations." 

Co-operation sought 
No momentous decisions could be ex- 
pected from the Denmark meeting, Dr. 
Fry added. Discussion would center on 
"ways in which the churches can co- 
operate and help one another more ef- 
fectively to witness to Christ and serve 
freedom, justice and peace in the world." 
The Orthodox Church and other Rus- 
sian church bodies are not members of 
/the world body. Conversations between 
I WCC leaders and officials of the Moscow 
\: Patriarchate had been scheduled for 
J Paris in January, 1957, but were delayed 
ilat the Russians' request. Contact with 
jr^Russian churches was established several 
.Vyears ago when a delegation from the 



The Hungarian Lutheran Church is 
being subjected to increasing pressure at 
the hands of a Communist government, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft continued. He stressed 
especially the plight of Bishop Lajos 
Ordass, vice president of the Lutheran 
World Federation and a onetime mem- 
ber of the WCC Central Committee, who 
had been forced to give up his office as 
presiding bishop of the church. Dr. 
Ordass reportedly had been permitted to 
continue as bishop of the church's south- 
em district, however. 

/ Assembly may be postponed 

f Actions of the executive committee in- 
cluded a recommendation to the Central 
Committee which will meet in Denmark 
in August that the next regular WCC 
Assembly be postponed until Christmas, 
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U.S. Churchmen at World 
Top: Dean Liston Pope of Yale, Dr. 
Below: Dr. E. C. Blake, Dr. Roswell 

1961. It is now scheduled for Ceylon in 
1960. The delay would allow more time 
for completion of merger plans with the 
International Missionary Council. 

The committee also voiced concern 
over the "tragically inadequate response" 
of governments in support of United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency programs. 
The failure would lead to "human suf- 
fering" and "disastrous political reper- 
cussions," the committee warned. 

Hungorion says things ore better 

Concern over Hungarian Communist 
pressure upon the Lutheran Church and 
especially upon its leader, Bishop Ordass, 
led the Lutheran primates of Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark and Finland to ad- 



CouNCiL Meeting in London 
Fry, Dr. O. F. Nolde of Philadelphia 
P. Barnes, Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam 

dress a protest to the Hungarian govern- 
ment. Although speaking for the world's 
Lutherans, the message was signed by 
the Scandinavian leaders since they would 
be most likely to get a reply. Signers were 
Bishop Yngve Brilioth of Stockholm, 
Bishop Johannes Smemo of Oslo, Bishop 
Hans Fugelsang-Damgaard of Copen- 
hagen, and Archbishop Ilmari Johannes 
Salomies of Turku. 

In reply, Janos Horvath, head of the 
State Office for Church Aflfairs in Hun- 
gary, said relations between the Red gov- 
ernment and the Lutheran church have 
"considerably improved" in the last few 
weeks. Failure of "certain leaders" to 
"conform" to an agreement between the 
I church and the government had caused 
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the situation to "deteriorate temporarily " 
Mr. Horvath said. He failed to make any 
mentK>n of Bishop Ordass, whose deposi- 

TJl°?u^' '°P 'P°' '" '^' Hungarian 
church followed his reported reluctance 
to okay aU government policies. 

The Communist official characterized 
the Scandinavians' letter as "interfer- 
ence, saying that "anything that hap- 
pens wuhin the Lutheran Church of 
Hungary is the internal affair of the 
Church and of our country." 

German opposition stifFens ) 

1 Communist Party members in East 
Germany should sever their connections 
with the church and prevent their chil- 
dren from taking part in religious cere- 
monies, the Red organ Neuer Weg de- 
manded last month. At the same time. 
the central committee of the East Ger- 
man Communist party urged a close 
check on all clergymen to make sure they 
were supporting the government's "peace 
policy." Party members were told to re- 
port promptly any "deviations" from Red 
Ideology noticed at church services or 
other religious gatherings. 
Protests continued against the harsh 



sentence meted out to the Rev. Siegfried 
Schmutzler. Protestant chaplain at ufp 
z.g Universuy. who got a five-year jail 

r V .. "^'c ^'^ "*=°"nter-revolution;ry 
activit^s." Student groups and church 

Wilhelm Pieck to re-examine the case 
Meanwhile. Pastor Schmutzler was re-' 
ported being held in isolation at the jail 
for political prisoners at Torgau 

Seven Protestant students at Weimar 
University, charged with collaborating 
with Student Pastor Martin Giersch who 

slander against the East German gov- 
ernment were this month given prison 
term of from seven to nine months 




Mixed marriages reported 

he United States have different religious 
faiths, the Census Bureau estimated as the 
result of Its sampling last year of U S 
religious affiliation. The test revealed 
that 96 per cent of all Americans con- 
sider themselves associated with some 
religion. About 79 million are Protestant 
30 million Roman Catholic, and four 
million Jews (see chart). 



Chart ,howi proportJonafe mem- 
berihlp of U.S. religioui bodiei. 
Cenjus Bureau survey showed that 
96 per cent of pepulatibn claimed 
ehureh afRIIation. Thirty million 
laid they were Roman Catholic. 
79 million Protestant. Lutherans 
were third largest Protestant group 
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Tour lttt«r dMtd Mtreh 24^ 1068, wtth tnclosurM, 
has teen received. 

In responM to your iaqpiiry, I wteh to advise that 
the FBI has never inveetig^ed the National OouncU eC Churchel. 
Accordingly, I am unable to te of assletance to you. -^ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS- UiJClASSIFlEi: 



Sincerdly youre, 

John Edgar Hbover 
Director 
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NOTE: Street address cannot be clarified by a check of the,^oe^ 
telephone directory. Correspon dentls enclosiires are clipping^pf various 
articles from the magazi^^The^iUtheranV. and one of them mentions : * 
that a delegation from the' TNati onal Council of Churches of the U. S. A. 
had visited the Soviet Union, which visit was later returned by a Russian 
group. 
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Dept to Investigate 
Ito-American Activities, 
F.. B. 1. 
Washington D«C» 

Dear Sirsi 

I would like to get some infoimation gff)both the American 
Council of Christian Churches and th eTWational Coufa cil of 
C hurches» "" ' ~ "^'^ 

Enclosed is a brochure put out hy the American council. 
Kindly look at it and tell me if their claims are trae and 
if so what percent (approximately) might be exaggerated. 

otir chiarch is talking of joining the Naticnal Council and 
we need all the information we can get. Of course we want 
nothing to do with Communism but we also need verification 
or refutaticn of the claims of the enclosed leaflet. 



Thank yotu 



Sincerely, 
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Tour Utter dated April 23, IBM, with Mieloiure, 
has been received. 

For TQur information, the PBI has not investigated 
the American Council of Christian Churches or the National 
Council of Churches, and I am unable to answer your inquiry. 

In connection with the brochure you forwarded, 
you might be interested in the fact that the statement attributed 
to me therein is an excerpt from a statement I made on March 26, 
19A7, before the Committee on Un-American Activities of the U. 8. 
House of Representatives. I am enclosing your pamphlet, together 
with a copy of my statement Just dedsribed,for what interest it 
may be to you. The excerpt quoted appears pn.page twelve, and I 
know that you will realize when you read the passage in context 
that I was not making refereme to any particular organisation or 
religious denomination. >; t - 
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J6hn Kdgar Hoovsr 
Director 
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,fiCUA statement by, director, ^/26/47 
pamphlet ienf^s^d by -^prrespchdent 
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[<^ Red is the 

- f^fiaericaifTtomicil 

rector's, *7t:onfess 
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Clayton 
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to a real apprehensidntawifing as -Communists are able to secure ministers oi 
the gospel to promote their evil work. " This pamphlet has been brought 
frequently to /he Bureau's attention, and no copy is necSfe^ fir retention in 
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Tear letter dBted Ifty 8« 1958« vttti •nelotore, 
tee been reeetred. 

While I iroold like to be of eervice, I ivleh to advlte 
that this Bureau hae not Investigated the National Council of Churches^ 
of Christ, and as oar files contain no tnformatioa regarding vho^ 
originated Teen-Toi»n« I am nnahle to be of assistance to yon. 

ONFORMATION CONTAINED ste^rty r«.. ' 
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r^f^r M 



C;,;M -. FBI 



i^ Bdgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Inquiry wl^ established contacts by the New York Office In 1950 
revealed that th^ %tlonal Council of Churches of Christ in America^ had 
not been infiltrated by comnnmists or engaged in subversive acuvines. 
Considerable derogatory information concerning the Federal Council of 
Churches t^ch later became the National Council of Churches was 
developed, but moat of this data came f rnm^val^nd competitive church 
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Mr. J» Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D^ C# 

Dear Sir 

At a recent evangelistic mAeting in a local Regular 
Baptist <Jhurch the speaker^D, M. Fruits of Kansas City, 
nade several statements about coitiintinisin in our churches^ 
He stated that the M:?ational ConnQ-fl nf nhn-pQj-jAg t^taq 
"riodemistic, coirimunistic, anti-Christian, anti-American 
in every v;ay". He further stated that "every Kethodist 
member was signed up vjilth communists". He said that 
through the National Council of Churches Methodists 
vrere ^supporting the communist program since there .'.are. 
7500 cogimimistg Ihopulpits in the United States and 
they are propagating the commimist doctrine". 

I vjould be very much interested in any information 
you could give i-^hich ^TOuld support or refute these 
charges. They have certainly caused a stir in our 
community and I believe that we need the ansv/ers. 
If there is a government document giving the names 
of conimunist pastors please tell me how^I might obtain 
a copy. 

Thanlc you very much for your consideration of thVs 
request. 




jrnNFaRMATION CONTAINED 
mm IS UNOLASSIFIED , 



Sincere! 
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Tour icttw dated May 6, 1958, 



has been reeetved. 



-L.; 



De^Ti 

^r 

f Atthottgh I noald like to be of service, I mu8t advise- 

that the function of this Bureau as a fact -gathering agency doeiz -,i 
not extend to furnishing evaluations of individuals, organicatio^s 
; or publications. Furnishing information of the type you have 
' requested would, in effect, constitute an approval or disapproval 
./ pf the persons and organiution you mentioned; therefore, 1 am 

i pable to answer ypur inquiry. - 

;| "^ X am sure you will understand the necessity for 

th2» policy and will not infer either that we do or that we do not 
have in our files the information you desire. 

o Enclosed are some publications on the general 

i sublet of communism which you might like to read, if you desiiVI 
Pa lift^ organisations cited by the Attorney General as coming 
withfSthe scope of Executive Order 10450, your request should 
be submitted to the Subversive Organisations Section, Internal '-^ 
Security Division, United States Department of Justice, Washington 
D. C. 
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Director's statement 3/26/47 

Struggle on a New Plane > : . ; ■ ': ^-^ = . 

Communist "New Look" ' • 

Where do we stand today with Communism in the VS 
God and Country or Communism? , 
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9/5/55 stating that Fruits had lectured BiPHSHllHliPsS of jh. 
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Tour tetter dated April 1, 1058, vith tnclosttre, hu 
been received. 

Although I appreciate the interest prompting your 
wnCUng, I must inform you that the FBI has not investigated either 
thc rmtional Council of Churches or the American Council Qf^ 
Christian Laymen, ana i am unable to comment along the linea of your 
inquiry. 

I want to take this occasion to point out that the state- 
ment attributed to me in the publication you forwarded is an excerpt 
from a statement I made on March 26, 1947, before the Committee on 
h-American Activities of the United States House of Representatives. 
I am enclosing a copy of this statement for what interest it ma^^ to 
you. The excerpt quoted appears on page 12, and I know tl^ y^ will 
realize when you read this passage in context Uaat I was notjiakiBg 
reference to any particular organisation or religious, deneml^ti^ 
Tour enclosure is being returned. •• «^ irtT% S" 
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tincerely yours, 

iL. SA^p fioovea 

j([j(/ John Edgar Hoover 

How Red is the Federal Council^ Churches?" 
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NOTE: Correspondent's enclosure was a copy of "How Red is the National 
Counsil of Churches?" disseniinated by the American Council of Christian 
Laymen, It quotes the Director as saying "I confess to a real apprehension, 
so long as communists are able to secure ministers of the gospel to pro- 
mote their evil work. " 

This quotation was used out of context to infer that certain 
individuals affiliated with the Federal Council of Churches were subversive, 
and much controversy among Christian laymen has resulted from this 
pubUcatidn. Verne ?• Kaub, President of the American Cotmcil of 
Christian Laymen has written caustic letters to the Director relative to the 
use Qf the above quotation by his group* (94-1-14921; 94-37868-37 and 
62-100432) .; 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

U. S. Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C, 



Dear Sir.; ; 

I am a member of a committee whose responsibility 
it is to get facts regarding the National Council of 
Churches . 

The church to which I belong supports it. The 
Daughters of the American Revolution, in which organi- 
zation I also hold membership, opposes **the political, 
economic and socialistic one-world activities of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U. 3. A. 
as destructive of the basic Christian principles upon 
which the Church was founded and urges its members to 
recognize the doctrine of collectivism as a very real 
menace to the survival of our Christian Church." 

Is this organization worthy of the support of 
local congregations?. .. . , 

I will appreciate whatever information is available. 



^5 



Very truly yours. 




#■ 
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REC-65 



/ ^'^ '^ ^d 



/ .:^ 



15 JUL 24 b;53 



s^y ^I'-j 









^„....„ mW(5RMATlON CONTAINED 
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July 23/ 1958 
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Tour letter dated July 15» 1058, baa beeoxeeef^ed.o 

Although I would like to be ^^rvlce, I wis& t<^ 
advise that the FBI has not invesUgated the Trational Couacfi oP 
Churches , and I am unable to furnish you information concerning 
this group. 



Vx. 



..V- \*Z.''-\ ."'.' 



ALtTNFORMATlON CONTiikD 
HEREINlSUNCLASSlFlEp 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovec ; ^ 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Nease _ 

Parsons 

Rosen _ 

Tamm 

Trotter 

Clayton' 



DCL:bju 
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^,,,^^A^.:.o. tBI ^^^^^ 
tfECtO NVir BOOH 
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Mr. Tolson — «. 

Mr. BelmontV^ 
Mr. Jdol; 




Mr. Tamm— 
Mr. Trotter- 



July 29, 195a 



^^^^ ^^V^C^SulHvan 



^- 



Miss Gandy.. 




Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C, 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I hesitate to write because I know veiy well that the pressures of public service 
so 2^ r^ "^^^ impossible replying to questions raised by alJ ofuryou iS^I 
so well. I am moved to do so only by a mfcter of great Importance to me. 

I have recently received a letter severely criticising me for support of the^Nat^nn^ 
C°^5il,?f. Churches... , Apparently, you have been quot Id/sir S SSnce of t?!^ 

riZ'l^"^ ?' ^'''?"f^ '°^^^ °^ '^^^^^« i« *^« ^'^ a^oS t conspiracy 
ti^ TlLfr/'''^ statements and warnings about the possibilities of infmra- ^' 
fir\n5 Jnf %^'h r** °^ understand that the church would be a primary tlrget 

! for any interested in spreading that philosophy. ^ target 

SL\E«'^i?i^v>^*^^ "^''u'' ^t«^P^«t«i 70wr warnings to mean that we ought to 
drop the whole business becaus.e it is dangerous. I am finnly convinced that 
the Protestant churches of America must move in the direction of T^ted^tn^^^. 
not only for our self-preservation, but as a bulwark fSrsuchgodlSsnMS' 
ll^.tl '^??r'^- Without such organizations as the Na?ion!J Co"cS^ ?he 
Communists will not need to divide and conquers we are already divided. 

'Srii *?^^^ f""' l^f^ the National Council of Churches yfe unworthf^f our sup- 
K LnS3iM^®-SH°;r<l«atfi.J-o^^ G. Bromle JSaain/, of m? ChSch^ 

to be certain, you might learn the truth direct fr^ Hoover." ^pf 

I assure you, sir, I am not planning to writ* 
I only want to be certain that I am not doing 
efforts to work for a united witness through the 

EX-13S -"^^ -^^-' ^ 



3. 



I have followed his suggestion, 
a book or start a lecture tour, 
worse than nothing in my feeble 
Council of Churches, 



Thank you so very much 



lirourfi the ^ ' 




' '■ ' '"^"j, .,;.' 
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\^ Voar Ittter dat«d ^Ir 39/ im. W iera ir«C4iiT«d 

•Bd I appreciate tht aotiye vhlch pro^>ttd yoar coHUBicatloii, 



Whila I would like to be of atsistaace to yoa. I 
nst advise that the ftaoctioa of this Bureau , as a fact- 
gathering agency, does not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or clearances of individuals or organisations. Also. --''" 
information in the files of this Bureau is Baintained as 
confidential and available for official use only iB 
accordance vith a regulation of the Departaent of Justice, 
I regret to advise^ therefore, X an unable to coimly with 
your recjuest* rv---':^ • TT; 



I aa sure you will understand the necessity for 
olicy and will not infer that we do or do not have 
- files the infonation you re<|uested, .. > 



«e thi 

'^SW^™N CONTAINED 
'^ ^ .BY 



ncerely yours. 



rfv 



1 - Butte' (fiiclpsuri^) 
NOTE TO SAC/BUTTE : 




John Bdgar lodver-' 
director 




^-^ 



tV-' 



Enclosdd is ia copy of coveS|)^?iSN^it»s communication. 



IS a copy of coM*eft) 

ToiBon Bufiles contain no identifiableKim ^ncerning correspondent^ 

Boardm<^rZ2)r, HcnFy Van Dusen and Edward oahlburgw^ ^ 

Belmont ______ i -*''^ #%^ 

(NOTE TO SAC CONTINUED ON pkS>:TWO) 



Tolson 
Boardm< 
Belmont 
Mohr 

Neaae ____ 
Parsons ._ 
Rosen __^^ 
Tcnnm ^^^.^__ 

Trotter 

Clayton 

.Tele. Room 
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121358 



y^ 



lA 



,/w 



fi 



DS^ 



■ '^ ><; -;i.; 











VOTE to ^r> ^-Qv,,T^ ^:r 
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'■'J 



'•r^-'-.r-,*^'* 



into the^ational Council 2fCh«nr So '^*^5®^^?^«'' incorporated 
however, mrelOT "tTif S°fhT6^^^ AnSical^ 

f roups. Investigation con??«li!«*^®°® from rival~churcB~~^ 
m tiie New York 8ffi22 iS 1950^reflf?!2*^^^ Jith the informants 

Da?J'of^«5 ""y <=°"»«nisf oJ^fSbversivelcJivlSJL^^^^^leP^d 
part of any persons affiliated wTtS+LS"^*^"*.®" "the 

- irixiatea with the group* (100-50869) 



area of 



,^« jBromley Oxiiara is bi 



ton 




• ' The above is fnmishe^oi^SflSHIf- 
NOTE ON Y^ .r,A^- ^^^ mrormation. 

1ft supportin/?{J^??j2SSr!iSi??fl'^^^ criticized for 

:-^: whether this organization SiJwrw"^*^^^* ^^ inquires 
,.-S of Union Theological SeSiAarvn£H^°'.'^i[- "^n^^ Van Dusen 

^^1 SrS *^^"* °^ *^^ NaiiS cSnlcil^ofcSJrrS^^^^"^^' 
P^ SfJi" support. Inasmuch as BishoS oS««*^^^^ ^-'"t ""worthy 
,^;: h«?% controversial figure it Jf kSi • ^? 3^ snchcet of 
^ to the best iDtereste JPJhl BiJreL 1^'!^^ desiraSie and 
^Jl of the confidential natu?l Sf ^Sr fills *^ correspondent 









.'' \^-^. _• '. ' • -• 



:•'-■ -rr: ■^: ' ■; '4:a .. A. 
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July 18, 



^ PACIFISM^ COMMUNISM^ and the 
(i NATIONAL COUNCrL'^P CHURCHES 



/ 




on 




c:5 



In these days when the threat of Soviet aggressiojf Teie, 
the world and particularly over the United States, serjioU^ 
should be given to the growing pacifist agitation in 

Pacifist manifestoes, demonstrations, "walks for peace," and 
picketing at the nuclear and missile weapons sites are among thi 
pacifist activities which are in the news almost daily. I'^I X / 

Whatever the motivation underlying pacifism in the United States 
may be, it is clearly in the interest of the soviet aggressors and 
against the interest of the United States that every type of pacifist 
activity be encouraged. 

k careful study of the individuals involved in present-day 
pacifist activity in the United States reveals an extensive inter- 
locking and overlapping of personnel between: 1) the leadership of 
of the Federal -National Council of Churches, 2) the non-Communist 
N^pacifist leaders, 3) the Communist "peace" organizations, and 4) the 



/■^ 



A^mmunist -front apparatus generally. 



' nZ V ^ chart of 25 clergymen (picked arbitrarily) and their past and 

^ ^)re8ent affiliations with the Federal-National Council of Churches, 
" _j >with the non -Communist pacifist groups, and with the Communist -front 
^^^^pparatus will graphically portray the interlocking and overl«mlng 



LOCKlng 

;^' b£2\'^ *^® personnel of these gro^JsA^^ ^y.-,^. ^ l^ f)<((^^f ^ ^ 

*'j ■ r^^^ In the chart which follows, an "X" Irt^^BMSiP'^'^P means that the 

L«- LU LU -^^^ '^^^ ^8 1958 

I iJcl ijhdividual has been officially connected with the Federal or National 



•> t.» 



/dC .^ M^uncil of Churches, An "X" in column (2) means public affiliation 
I with the Church Peace Mission. An "X" in column (3) means that the 
^. individual is or has been recently affiliated with the Fellowship of 
'^jp Reconciliation. An "X" in column (4) means that the clergyman is 



V':::^>iPi^L';^v^ih'M- V''-^-^-- ' <^f^ i ^^^V/^^ ■ ' i :^ , Yl V;'-' ••' ■ • , "^-. 
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affiliated at the present time with one of the organizations now 
operating under the name of Committee for a Sane Nuclear Pollcy> 
branches of which have been set up In a number of cities. An "X" 
In column (5) means that the clergyman was affiliated with the 
Communist organization which was known as the Mid -Century Conference 
for Peace. An "X" In column (6) Indicates affiliation with the 
Committee for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact. An "X" In 
column (7) means that the clergyman has been affiliated with pro- 
Communist projects or .fronts other than those of columns (5) and (6). 

To take a single example. It Is Indicated on the chart that 
the Rev. Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, currently the president of the 
National Council of Churches, has public affiliations with the Church 
Peace Mission, the Fellowship of Reconciliation, the Committee for 
Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact, and with sundry other 
Communist projects and fronts. 

The chart shows that 20 of the 25 clergymen whose records are 
Indicated have been officially connected with the Federal -National 
Council of Churches. Twenty-three have been affiliated with the 
Church Peace Mission. Fourteen are officially connected with the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, the largest non-Communist pacifist 
organization In the United States. Nine of the 25 are currently 
affiliated with the Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy (column 4). 
Thirteen of the 25 were sponsors of the Communist outfit known as 
the Mid-Century Conference for Peace, according to column (5). 
Thirteen of the 25 clergymen were affiliated with the Committee for 
Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact (column 6). And all of 
the 25 have had affiliations with Communist organizations or projects 
other than those which are represented by columns (5) and (6). 
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Mr, J, Ed^ar Hoover V'^;.,, 
Federal Bureau of Investigaition 
Washington 25, die. ;" 






vt-:"- 



i^^v 









Dear Mr, Hoover: 



* ■ * :•. «■ 



Would you please tell me what you ' " 
can about the National Council of Churches?- The : •/ 
more I hear about it the more it seems to be 
Communist dominated, to say the leasts ;;i' ' ''-''^^-rxCi:-:;^:. 



■■«r ■ 



If you cannbt give me kny information r, 
biecause of its secret nature - ptease tell m6 who I 
might write to get information, VToo many of; our *;'■;. 
Methodist Churches> of which I am a member - seem -. , 
to be -mixed iip\with.il,-2:r^/'ri:«i^i;'^s.;:Aiv-/-Vi-^ -■;^^ 

Thanks very much and keep up the good work. 
We sleeping Americans, I believe, are finally waking 
■ up to .'tne danger among Mis;'.":. •" -■■y.-'-X-"---^^:^:-r'.'- ■''".■'. ^'■.■•■>='-; ^-i ;"-- ■ 
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1 - Mr. Sfiipson 




Septeaber 5, 1958 



RE019 /^'-S-^^-^f. 





(^ 



.;'?;:--*';-v< < Belmont 

^:JVV% Mohr 

V^ty^'i^^^^J Nease ^ 

^'?: -•^■■*' "j-?/.-. T<nnni ^ 
•■'v^>::;^:'v; Trotter _ 
■/>V-^:V;>§: Clayton 




Your letter dated August 28, 1958 » has been 
received, and tlie aotive vhich proapted your coBBiDication 
is indeea appreciated* 

While I vonld like to be of assistance to you, I 
■ust advise that the function of this Bureau, as a fact- 
gathering agency, does not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or coanaents concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual or organization. Also, infomation in the files 
of this Bureau is maintained as confidential and available 
for official use only in accordance with a regulation of the 
Department of Justice. I regret to advise, therefore, that 
I am unable to coaply vith your request. 

I am sure you vill understand thie nee 
for this policy and mill not infer from ^y -inab 
of assistance that me do or do not have in our 
information you requested. 



Also, 

correspond to secure the desired 




I am unable to suggest to mhom yon may 

InformatiOB, 



C3 

SO 



MAILED IX 

SEP 5-1958 

COMM'FBI 



Sincerely yours. 



J. Edgar Hoover .^ 
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^ h 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Bo'c^d^on — ^1 - Dallas (Enclosure) ' '• *" &//,p^ 

(SE2 NOTE TO SAC»|^LLAS ON PAGE TWO) 

SEE NOTE ON YELLOW ON PftSE^l^S? '-t 
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FOREWORD 

Federal Council of^huSr'h^' ^"-^e^ 
Conununist affiliation. Th? n'»n, * ,'*~'"* of 
th«e persons have appeaS ^\ °^ "^V of 
each m public suppoft'^??!"^™ *an 100 times 
--t projects, Sn^i^/'^SSr °^ ^°"- 

was knov^'i FedeS'S:^J ^^.^T'' ^'^ Clutches 
Ucism of the socaliSc n^r' °^ ^'^""^^es. Cri! 
t'vist and other un Anl ' .P"^<^ommunisUc, coller 
eral Council of S wTeJ?" "'^^""'« °f ^^e Fet 
had caused a loss of tl°S[ ! ^r'^^S^'* P«"<i 
thenLra;S-P"-io:r4rnTr™l,-K 

jJe^ltrdXlt ?r^^^ ^-^'e to the 
National Council of r h^ u °^ '^^ Bible by T^p 

-ded a fabulo'ul' r4aU;Tn'co;n'" "^°«*^'y ^^ 
CouncU of Churches VrTn/° ^'^^ ^^^onal 
small m^agement and lean! 'u"°™^ nwkes the 

leadership ctoud wK-^' . ^ conduct of a ,„f^r^ 
testanus,^£r"£Jme'tn"^ '° ^PeaJ f^r?^" 
a vast number of ^^isT^tZTtf^'^^^'^o 

r^nen and ministera. 



^- G. LowM. 



AN 



REVISELD S-^ARD VERSION 
OF THE BIB^ 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

Version of the Bible U ^t Snh '^ ^^^n^ard 

Included in this storv are th- 
who have be^n «« • 1/ *"* names of 95 m-.. 

very high degree of proSr^ ?"' represents a 

Conunun !t proiects fmnT ^jnnnunm and pro. 

Merely to list th^ r« 
^•Jese thi'rty men t^dS^wT''^"*,''^^'''" of 
the nature and signer of ^ *'"u^^ ^''"'^^ of 
would require a suS^l UlleT^ '^"*'°"' 

-nitnrpTo^t? *SnS:'^ --'- are 
ex^ple, W. RuL^ell W^ h^TirS^r'^' ^°'- 
29 different Communist ente^w f®''ated with 
man w th 25 Flpmrr. f '^"^, Leroy Water 
Cadbury wS H r ^ ^^^ '^''^h 22, Hen^ r 

y. Beii'3:irh%,'?wSsTc''r ' "'*• '3' ^'"ai- 

A. Weigle with'6.^d M^,£5^ant '""^ «, Luther 
remaining individuals Se h-H"T' '"'^ 5- The 
such affiliations each ^*^ ^^^^ *an five 

EdlTcadoTo/ Srfe *f ^j-'- of Christian 
has summarized the sS^l S^r"'- °^ ^^"«^hes 
Version of the Bible wWch for.h'''^^*^ ^^^ndard 
has outsold all so-called '£t'Te,ltg C^« ^- 

Cht:hi'Cfed^^e''^^'°"^' C— il of 
Committee and the aS-' "^"^ °^ "^^ ^«^«'on 
ing member, of ^e coZ?. ^^^J '^^^ ^ollow^ 
been affiliated with froSH S ^^ ^"^ have 
enterprises which have^Se/"JJ*^,!i°"'.^'* ^^her 
of Communism in the ?&"sta^«"^ '''' ^"« 
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Charles N. Arbuckle, Andover Newton Theo- 
logical Seminary 

John W. Beardslee, Jr., New Brunswick Seminary 

William Y. Bell, Cordele, Geoi^ 

William E. Berry, Earlham College 

Julius A. Bewer, Union Theological Seminary 

Walter Russell Bowie, Grace Church, New York 

B. Harvie Branscomb, Vanderbilt University 

Arlo A. Brown, Drew University 

Millar Burrows, Yale University 

Henry J. Cadbury, Harvard University 

Clarence T. Craig, Oberlin Graduate School of 

Theology 

George Dahl, Yale University 

Frederick C. Grant, Seabury.Westem Theolog- 
ical Semmary 

C. J. Gresham, Atlanta, Georgia 
F. G. Holloway, Western Maryland College 
Robert M. Hopkins, chairman of International 
Council of Religious Education; general sec- 
retary. World's Sunday School Association 
E. G. Hoff, Elgin, Illinois 
J. Philip Hyatt, VanderbUt University 
Fleming James, University of the South 
John W. Martin, Chicago, Illinois 
James Moffatt, Union Theological Seminary 

^^"1 S' 1^7^^' chairman. International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education; general secretary. 
Presbyterian Board of Christian Education 

Donald W. Richardson, Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Virginia 

George V. Schick, Concordia Seminary St 
Louis, Missouri 

^sih^l^' ^^"^* Harvard University Divinity 
John S. Stamm, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
MarshaU A. Talley, Nashville, Tennessee 
Leroy Waterman, University of Michigan 
^"Sh^^ Weigle, Yale University Divinity 
Sidney A. Weston, Boston, Massachusetts 
— 2 — 




The forgoing list of members of the Revision 
Committee and Advisory Board represents a high 
degree of Communist infiltration into the appara- 
tus of the National Council of Churches which 
presided over the Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible. In the pages which follow, the name of 
the Communist front or other Communist enter- 
prise IS underlined, and the names of the Bible 
Revision Committee and Advisory Board are given 
t^ether with a brief statement of the Communist 
character of some organizations or enterprises with 
which they were connected. 

American Committee for Democracy and IntpU 
r^^"^J/'^f^Q^> Established on Lincoln's birthday 
m 1939, the announced purpose of this organiza- 
tion was the "preservation and extension of 
democracy and intellectual freedom." The Daily 
Worker oi February 13, 1939, featured the event 
with a front-page display. Franz Boas, chairman 
of the American Committee for Democracy and 
Intellectual Freedom, had a record of affiliation 
with Communist enterprises which clearly marked 
him as a conscious collaborator with the Com- 
mumst conspiracy. George Dahl and Leroy Water- 
man were among the supporters of this Com- 
munist enterprise. 

^^^"^^fln CommiV/^^ for Protection of Foreig n 
Born^ The ACWB is the oldest umt ol the Com- 
mumst apparatus still in existence in the United 
States. It was originally organized in the eariy 
part of 1924 at the explicit direction of the sec- 
ond national convention of the Workers (Com- 
munist) Party of America. In the early years of 
Its existence, the ACPFB was known as the Na- 
tional Council for Protection of Foreign Bom 
Workers, with local councils in large cities where 
there was a concentration of the foreign bom 
Walter Russell Bowie, Ario Ayres Brown, and Le- 
roy Waterman, were among the supporters of this 
Communist organization. 

American Committee to Save Refugees In a 
letter <lated October 27, 1941, calling lor an emer- 
gency relief conference, the American Committee 
to Save Refugees announced its cooperation with 
the Exiled Writers Committee and the United 
American Spanish Aid Conunittee. The House 
Committee on Un-American Activities cited the 
American Committee to Save Refugees as one of 
a "series of Conununist enterprises which have 
dealt with Spain and the Spanish Civil War." W. 
Russell Bowie and Leroy Waterman were support- 
ers of this Communist organization. 
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Bible Revision Committee, William Y. Bell and W 
Russell Bowie, were supporters of this Communist 
enterprise to free Browder. 

Committee for Peaceful Alt ernatives to the At* 
lantic Pact. In a special report on the Communist 
"peace" offensive, the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities named this organization as one 
of the important units of the international "peace" 
offensive of the Kremlin. Four of the men official- 
ly connected with the Bible Revision Committee 
were affiliated with this committee ; namely, George 
Dahl, E. G. Hoff, Fleming James, and George V. 
Schick. 

M e lis h Brief Arnici Curiae , One of the stormiest 
episodes in American church history has centered 
in the person and Communist activities of William 
Howard Melish, pro-Communist clergyman of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. On January 11, 1951, a brief 
amici curiae on behalf of Melish was filed with 
the U. S. Supreme Court. Among the signers of 
this brief were W. Russell Bowie, George Dahl, 
Frederick C. Grant, and Fleming James, all of 
whom have been officially connected with the 
Bible Revision Committee. Bowie and Grant were 
also signers of 1958 brief on behalf of Melish. 

The Protestant, Known in its beginning (1938) 
as the Protestant Digest, this magazine was the 
personal propaganda medium of the pro-Com- 
munist clergymen, who followed the Kremlin line 
under the editorial leadership of one Kenneth Les- 
lie. In his book entitled Apostles of Discord, Ralph 
Lord Roy (a left-wing clergyman from Union 
Theological Seminary) correctly observed that The 
Protestant "carried a strong hint as to its future 
policy" in its first issue in which Kenneth Leslie 
wrote as follows: "Is it not possible for both Chris- 
tians and Communists, instead of condemning each 
other in their mutual weakness, to contribute the 
best they have and work for the common good?" 
That should have been sufficient warning to non- 
Communist and anti-Communist clergymen to give 
Leslie's magazine a wide berth. Nevertheless and 
notwithstanding, this Communist- line monthly 
magazine was able, at the peak of its influence, to 
claim the support of several thousand clei^ymen, 
including the following men who have been offi' 
cially connected with the Revised Standard Ver- 
si^on of the Bible of the National Council of 
Churches: John W. Beardslee, Jr., William Y. Bell, 
W. Russell Bowie, James Moffatt, and Luther a' 
Weigle. 
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Fellowship of RecnncUi^^jnt^ This so-called 
pacifist organization has been characterized by a 
socialist orientation throughout its history. Ap- 
proximately three-fourths of its currently listed per- 
sonnel have been supporters of the Communist- 
front apparatus. The Fellowship of Reconciliation 
m the United States is an affiliate of the Interna- 
tional Fellowship of Reconciliation which is offi- 
cially on record as urging its members in the na- 
tional affiliates to join "political movements which 
aim at the replacement of private capitalism by a 
system of collective ownership." William E. Berry, 
Arlo Ayres Brown, and Henry J. Cadbury have 
been affiliated with the FOR. 

Churchman Associates , This group represents 
leftwing and pro-Communist clergymen who fol- 
low the leadership of the Rev. Guy Eiyiery Ship- 
ler, a Protestant Episcopal clergyman whom the 
New Leader has described as "the Red Dean of 
America." The Churchman Associates is organized 
to support Shipler's magazine The Churchman, a 
monthly magazine which has been a vehicle for 
the Kremlin line for many years. The following 
clergymen who have been officially connected with 
the Revised Standard Version of the Bible have 
been affiliated with the Churchman Associates: 
John W. Beardslee, Jr., W. Russell Bowie, Frede- 
nck C. Grant, Robert M. Hopkins, and Paul C. 
Payne. 

National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. 
This Communist organization was launched at a 
conference held in Washington, D. C, in June 
1940. For some years, it was one of the most im- 
portant of the units in the Communist-front ap- 
paratus. The House Committee on Un-American 
Activities has the following to say about the 
NFCL: "There can be no reasonable doubt about 
the fact that the National Federation for Consti- 
tutional Liberties— regardless of its high-sounding 
name — is one of the viciously subversive organiza- 
tions of the Communist Party." Attorney General 
Francis Biddle described the NFCL in the follow- 
ing language: "Part of what Lenin called the solar 
system of organizations, ostensibly having no con- 
nection with the Communist Party, by which Com- 
munists attempt to create sympathizers and sup- 
porters of their program." The following clerey- 
men connected with the Revised Standaitl Version 
of the Bible had affiliations with the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties: William 
Y. Bell, W. Russell Bowie, Henry J. Cadbury, 
George Dahl, Frederick C. Grant, and Leroy 
Waterman. 
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Communist and pro-Communist projects which 
have been supported by men officially connected 
with the Revised Standard Version of the Bible: 

( 1 ) American Committee for Democracy and In- 
tellectual Freedom — George Dahl and Leroy 
Waterman 

(2) American Committee for Protection of For- 
eign Bom — W. Russell Bowie, Ario Ayres 
Brown, and Leroy Waterman 

(3) American Committee to Save Refugees — 
W. Russell Bowie and Leroy Watennan 

(4) American Committee for Yugoslav Relief — 
Millar Burrows 

(5) American Committtee for Non- Participation 
in Japanese Aggression — W. Russell Bowie 

(6) American Friends of Spanish Democracy — 
George Dahl 

(7) American Rescue Ship Mission — Henry J. 
Cadbury 

(8) American Round Table on India — Sidney A. 
Weston 

(9) American Society for Cultural Relations with 
Italy— W. Russell Bowie 

(10) American Welcoming Committee for Worid 
Peace Delegation — George Dahl 

(11) Appeal for Amnesty for Eleven Communist 
Party Leaders — Fleming James 

(12) Appeal to Guard Civil Rights — Henry J. 
Cadbury 

(13) Appeal to President Roosevelt for Justice in 
Browder Case— William Y. Bell 

(14) Bachrach Open Letter to the Attorney Gen- 
eral — Fleming James and Leroy Waterman 

(15) Bill of Rights Conference— Fleming James 

(16) Boston Committee Against Jenner— Henry 
J. Cadbury 

(17) Brief Amici Curiae for Communist Party — 
Leroy Watennan 

(18) Brief Amici Curiae for Morton Sobell — Le- 
roy Waterman 



(19) Cable Congratulating Luis Carlos Prestes — 
WilUam Y. Bell 

(20) Christian Leaders Against Atlantic Pact — 
W. Russell Bowie and Henry J. Cadbury 

(21) Church Peace Mission Against Nuclear Tests 
— James Philip Hyatt 

(22) Churchman Associates — J. W. Beardslee, Jr., 
W. Russell Bowie, Frederick C. Grant, Rob- 
ert M. Hopkins, and Paul C. Payne 

(23) Citizens Committee to Free Earl Browder — 
William Y. Bell and W. Russell Eowie 

(24) Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges — 
Frederick C. Grant 

(25) Citizens Committee to Secure Bail' for Mar- 
tin Young — George Dahl, Fleming James, 
and Leroy Waterman 

(26) Citizens Emergency Conference for Inter- 
racial Unity — W. Russell Bowie 

(27) Citizens United Against Wood- Rankin Com- 
mittee — Millar Burrows 

(28) Civil Rights Congress— William Y. Bell and 
Leroy Waterman 

(29) Committee to End Sedition Laws — Leroy 
Waterman 

(30) Committee for Equal Justice — William Y. 
Bell 

(3J) Committee for Medical Freedom — Fleming 
James 

(32) Committee of One Thousand — Fleming 
James 

(33) Committee for Peaceful Alternatives — 
George V. Schick 

(34) Committee for Peaceful Alternatives to the 
Atlantic Pact — George Dahl, E. G. Hoff, 
Fleming James, and George V. Schick 

(35) Committee of Welcome for the Very Rever- 
end Hewlett Johnson — George Dahl and 
Fleming James 

(36) Conference on Constitutional Liberties in 
America — Leroy Waterman 
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(37) Conference on Peaceful Alternatives to the 
Atlantic Pact — Henry J. Cadbury, George 
Dahl, E. G. Hoff, Fleming James, and 
George V. Schick 

(38) Conference on Social Legislation — Henry J. 
Cadbury 

(39) Congress on Civil Rights— W. Russell Bowie 

(40) Coordinating Committee to Lift the Spanish 
Embargo — W. Russell Bowie and Luther A. 
Weigle 

(41) Council on African Affairs— William Y. Bell 

(42) Council Against Intolerance in America — 
W. Russell Bowie 

(43) Council on Pan American Democracy — Mil- 
lar Burrows and Leroy Waterman 

(44) Exiled Writers Committee — W. Russell Bowie 

(45) Fellowship of Reconciliation — William E. 
Berry, Arlo Ayres Brown, and Henry J. Cad- 
bury 

(46) Greater New York Emergency Conference 
on Inalienable Rights — W. Russell Bowie 
and Leroy Waterman 

(47) Hiroshima Commemorative Committee — Le- 
roy Waterman 

(48) Interfaith Committee for Peace Action — 
Fleming James 

(49) International Workers Order — Fleming 
James and Leroy Waterman 

(50) Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee — W. 
Russell Bowie and Henry J. Cadbury 

(51) Melish Brief Amici Curiae (1950) — W. 
Russell Bowie, Frederick C. Grant, and 
Fleming James 

(52) Melish Brief Amici Curiae (1951) — W. 
Russell Bowie, Geoi^ I>ahl, Frederick C. 
Grant, and Fleming James 

(53) Melish Brief Amici Curiae (1958) — W. 
Russell Bowie and Frederick C. Grant 

(54) Methodist Federation for Social Action — 
ClazTOce T. Qraig 

(55) Michigan Civil Rights Federation — Lerov 
Waterman 
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(56) Mid-Century Conference for Peace — E. G. 
Hoff and George V. Schick 

(57) National Citizens Political Action Commit- 
tee— W. Russell Bowie 

(58) National Committee to Combat Anti-Semit- 
ism—William Y. Bell, Millar Burrows, and 
Donald W. Richardson 

(59) National Committee to Repeal the McCar- 
ran Act— W. Russell Bowie, George Dahl, 
Fleming James, and Leroy Waterman 

(60) National Committee to Repeal the McCar- 
ran Acts — Fleming James and Leroy Water- 
man 

(61) National Committee to Win Amnesty — 
Fleming James 

(62) National Conference to Defend the Bill of 
Rights — Fleming James 

(63) National Council of American-Soviet Friend- 
ship — Fleming James and Leroy Waterman 

(64) National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions — W. Russell Bowie and Fleming 
James 

(65) National Federation for Constitutional Lib- 
erties—William Y. Bell, W. Russell Bowie, 
Henry J. Cadbury, George Dahl, Frederick 
C. Grant, and Leroy Waterman 

(66) National Negro Congress — Marshall A. Tal- 
ley 

(67) National Religion and Labor Foundation — 
B. Harvie Branscomb, Willard L. Sperry, 
and Luther A. Weigle 

(68) North American Committee to Aid Spanish 
Democracy — W. Russell Bowie and Luther 
A. Weigle 

(69) Open Letter for Eisler — Leroy Waterman 

(70) Open Letter on Harry Bridges— W. Russell 
Bowie, Millar Burrows, George Dahl, and 
Leroy Waterman 

(71 ) Open Letter Opposing Military Aid to Spain 
(1951)_W. RusseU Bowie 

(72) Protest Against Massachusetts Investigating 
Conmiittee — Henry J. Cadbury 
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(73) Protestant, TA^— William Y. Bell, W. Rus- 
sell Bowie, and James Moffatt 

(74) Protestant Digest — John W. Beardslee, James 
Moffatt, and Luther Weigle 

(75) Religious Freedom Committee — Leroy 
Waterman 

(76) Rosenberg Clemency Appeal — Julius A. 
Bewer, Robert M. Hopkins, and Willard L. 
Sperry 

(77) Russian War Relief— Frederick C. Grant 

(78) Schappes Defense Committee — William Y. 
Bell, W. Russell Bowie, and George Dahl 

(79) Southern Conference Educational Fund — C. 
J. Gresham 

(80) Spanish Refugee Appeal — Leroy Waterman 

(81) Statement Defending 5th Amendment Wit- 
nesses — Henry J. Cadbury 

(82) Statement Endorsing Book by Albert E. 
Kahn — Henry J. Cadbury 

(83) Statement Endorsing Distribution of Report 
on Yugoslavia — W. Russell Bowie, Clarence 
T. Craig, Frederick C. Grant, Fred G. Hol- 
loway, Robert M. Hopkins, and Fleming 
James 

(84) Statement Against "Concentration Camps" 
— Fleming James 

(85) Union For Concerted Peace Efforts — Char- 
les N. Arbuckle, John W. Martin, John S. 
Stamm, and Luther A. Weigle 

(86) United Summer Appeal for Smith Act Chil- 
dren — Leroy Waterman 

(87) Veterans of Abraham Lincoln Brigade — W. 
Russell Bowie and Leroy Waterman 

(88) World Peace Appeal — Henry J. Cadbury 
and Fleming James 

(89) Washington Conunittee to Lift Spanish Em- 
bargo — W. Russell Bowie 

(90) Yale Petition to Lift Spanish Embargo — 
George Dahl and Luther A. Weigle 
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Ocjfober 7,1958 
Mr. J. Edgpr Hoover 

Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Wp.shinpton, D.C. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

At p recent meeting of our locy 
^HHj^^HmPPp It vras brou^t to our attention hy e 
member of the group that the" N8.tlona.l Council of Churches" 
has been suspected of un-American activities. Since our 
p-roup is a small part of thj^ls organization we should like 
to knov if your bureau does not approve of this organiz^.tion 
and its activities. We are vitally interested in lihe 
matter ^nd shall truly appreciate a reply from your 
office. 

Sincerely yours , 
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X have received your letter dated October 7, 
1958, and the interest vhlch proapted your coBamnica- 
tion is indeed appreciated. 

While I voald like to be of assistance to 
yoa, I anst advise that the ftinction of this Bureau as 
a fact-sathering agency does not extend to famishing 
evaluations or clearances of individuals, organisations 
or publications. ; . 

I regret, therefore, that I aa unable to 
costly vith year reqaest. 

Sincerely yonrs. 



John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 
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1 - Omaha (Enclosure) 
NOTE FOR SAC. OMAHA! 

There is enclosed for your infonut^on one ~'' 
.;(»; ;n cppy^^^ correspondent's communication. Buriltfes rtdfUia^n;;; 
1 ^^ no iaeritfriable inform^i^.n G0iic,ei^ing the correspoiidieiiT, 

(Note continued, page t) y a , 
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NOTE FOR SAC. OMAHA (continued V ^ _, 

Bufiles reflect certain derogatory information . 
concerning the Federal Council of Churches, later 
incorporated into the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in America; hoivever, much of this information came 
from rival church groups* Investigation limited to 
contacts with informants in New York City in 1950. ^ 
reflected no information indicating any communist or 
subversive activities on the part of any persons affiliated 
with the group, : (100-50869) 



o Buf i 

concerning the 



information 





X> 



NOTK ON VKTrowr ? 
\^ ^——ComcsnoEdgnt advised at a recent meeting of 

the^H|^H|HH|^H|^HH|i^HHB^^ ^^^ 

that tne iNationa^Tounc^^^^B^^res was suspected of 
un-American activities. She asked whether the Bureau 
does not approve of this organization and its activities. 
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Office ALemorandum • united states government 

• E. SHOm$i 



DATE: 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



C 



FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CBURCHES 



Bulky Exhibit File Number: 100'S0869'3 




Tele. Room 

Holloman ____ 
Candy _^____ 



We are presently In the process of reviewing all bulky 
exhibits presently on handle In order that we may weed out those 
which will serve no useful purpose by being retained. Inasmuch 
as a great many of these bulky exhibits pertain to Inactive 
cases and are occupying badly needed space. It Is requested that 
you have the appropriate substantive supervisor review the above- 
listed bulky exhibit and render a decision as to the retention 
or <ilsposltlon of the material contained therein, A notation as 
to the decision rendered should be placed on this memorandum, and 
It should be returned to the Piling Unit of the Records Branch, 
Room 1113* Identification Building. This memorandum will be 
filed In the case file. 

RECOMMENDATION ; 

That the above-listed bulky exhibit be reviewed and a 
decision rendered as to the retention or disposition of the 
material contained therein. 
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ov. 10 - 1958. 
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ederal Council 



Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

Do you print a jnldpr pallpd > 

of the Churches j)f Christ in America J^eaks? 

The copy I saw was put out tyT^^^erlrftTTi Wft"^^^ 
Against Communism Inc. , with address at 52 YapderbuiltAj^e. 
^NtT; "When I' wrote to them the letter was returned saying they 
were not at that address. 

I would like something with your stamp on to prove 
that the Council is communistic. 



Sincerely, 
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Tour letter dated November 10, 19 58, has been 
received, and I want to inform you that the FBI does not pot out 
a folder of the type jrou mentioned. 

Although I would like to be of service, I wish 
to advise that the ftmction of this Bureau as strictly a fact- 
gathering agency does not extend to furnishing evaluations or 
drawing conclusi(»s as to the' character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or Individual^ I kiww you will 
understand the reascms for such a policy and will not infer 
either that we do or that we do not have information in our 
files relating to your Inquiries. 

Sincerely yours. 




rMAUSDOK 
oePMMtEBI 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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November 21. 19^8 



/.' 



Mr. J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr, Hoover: 



After reading the enclosed article 
from the Miami Herald of November 22, I can only 
arrive at one conclusion and that is, that most of 
the 600 Delegates to the Convention must be Traitors 
and Comiminists or Conammist symathizers. Indeed a very 
sad situation. 

Our Goverrcient is trying hard to 
keep the Chinese Reds out of the U» N. and the Churches 
seem to be working in the opposite direction. 

Shoxild not some action be taken 
by the F. B. I.? lam very much alarmed about this 
situation. 
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Churches 

Recognition 
Alsd Proposed 



CLEVELAND r^ :m — A 
STOup of national diure|i lead- 
eim fVlday urged «that atept 
be taken toWard admisaion of 
Red China to the U. N. and 
recpgnStlaii of Red China by 
the U.S. ■ 

The concluding letilon or the 
four-day r ^orld Order Studx 
Conference, iponaored by the 
National Council of OiurcheB, 
apelled out the poHcy in a "Mei- 
■age to the Churches." 

"Christians should urge re- 
consideration by our govern- 
ment of lU policy In regard to 
the People's Republic of China 
(Red China)/' said the state- 
ment adopted by the confer- 
ence, the fifth of Its kind since 

"While the rlghte of the peo- 
ple of TiUwan (Vonnosa) and 
of Korea should be aafegtiard- 
edt .steps ahould W Uken to- 
ward the inelusldn of the Peo- 
ple's Republic of China In the 
U. N. and,, for its reception 
by our government 
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Your letter dated Noveaber 24, 1958, with its 
enclosure, has been received, and the interest which 

proapted your conaunication is indeed appreciated* 

In the event you secure any additional data which 
you believe to be of interest to this Bureau, you may desire 
to coQuunicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of 
our Miaol Office J^cated at 3915 Blscayne Boulevard, Miaai 52, 
Florida. .^K^^ j 

Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Corresporilent enclosed a Qli 
NovembeiiJl, 1958. Issue of "The. Mian 
intfirida^ -captioned i LeTXh iiia In U.N. 
article, with a Cleveland ."TJfirdTTrate ^ine, retiect< 
the World Order Studv Conference sponsored by th^ ^atlonal 
Council o f Chiirrhg<| Ti«d adopted a policy statement which, 
among numerous other items, urged that steps be taken toward 
admission of Red China to the United «A^t ions and recognition 
of Red^ China by the United States.vvkTflie policy statement 
pointed out, however, that such recognition of China by 
the United states "does not impiy approval.* 

NOTE TO MUMI CONTINUED ON PAG£>^\ 
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Note to Miami,. C9nt^B>;^d 
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The correspondent is of the opinion that most of 
the delegates to the conference must be traitors and communists 
or communist sympathizers and is very much alarmed about the 
situation.'. ':^ .-:■■.} .y-^S ' */■:;.' ^ ■■-■"■•/ ■ -y'--; ■'' .''■ .'/■;■:.,■■■ 

Bufiles reflect certain derogatory information 
concemiK the Federal Council of Churches, later> incorporated 
into the ^ational Council of Churches of Christ in America. 
However, much of the information came rrom riVal ehnr(Ch"~gr6tms. 
Investigation limited to contacts with informiants in New York City 
in 1950 reflected no information indicating any communist or 
subversive influence on the part of any persons affiliated 
with the group. (100-50869) 

The above is furnished for your information. 






f^OTE ON YELLOW : " '-_ '''-;\::.:-, ■■-^^ ' K: .; ■^V..,:.; 

Correspondent has expressed his doubt is concerning 
the loyalty of tne delegates to the conference and also : 
states that the churches seem to be working in the opposite 
direction from our Government. He then raises the question 
"Should not some action be taken by the F.B.I.?" It appears 
this question is more a statement of his opinion rather than 
one to which he expects a reply. No attempt is. being made, 
therefore, to explain to the correspondent why the FBI is 
not investigating this church group, v . ,,; 
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REPORT ON THE CAMPAIGNS TO DESTROY 
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 

With the convening of the First Session of the 86th Congress on 
January 7, 1959, certain subversive and left-wing organizations in the United 
States are expected to launch vicious attacks against the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities (HUAC) for the avowed purpose of terminating the Com- 
mittee's existence. Activities of several of these groups which have been 
mentioned in previous issues of the Firing Line , while strikingly similar in 
purpose, do not all reflect origin from a common source. 

One of the major organizations initiating an abolition campaign is 
the left-wing American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and its Southern Cali- 
fornia affiliate. Foundation for the latest ACLU attack against the HUAC 
was actually laid on February 19, 1958, when the ACLU's national organization 
petitioned the Supreme Court of the United States "to rule conclusively that 
the House Un-American Activities Committee has no right to inquire into a 
person's political beliefs and associations.'* The ACLU statement was in 
support of LLOYD 6ARENBLATT, a former Vdssar College psychology instructor, 
who appealed a contempt of Congress conviction. BARENBLATT was cited for 
contempt following his appearance before the HUAC on June 28, 1954, based 
upon his refusal to answer numerous questions regarding alleged membership 
and activities in the Communist Party. (See ACLU, *'Civil Liberties,'* mrch 
1958, page 1.) 

Following his conviction, BARENBLATT appealed to the United States 
Circuit Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. When the Court of 
Appeals upheld BARENBLATT' s conviction in January 1957, he promptly took his 
case to the Supreme Court. On the basis of the Court's decision in the JOHN 
T. WATKINS case, the Supreme Court remanded the BARENBLATT case to the Court 
of Appeals for reconsideration on June 24, 1957. For a second time, the Court 
of Appeals on January 16, 1958, upheld BARENBLATT's conviction. Shortly after 
the ruling, the ACLU joined in a second appeal to the Supreme Court on which 
there has been no decision to date. (See HUAC, Annual Report, 1957, page 10; 
"The New York Times," 3-31-58, page 16; and "The Washington Daily News," 11- 
18-58, page 14.) 

According to the ACLU, "the significance of the Union's petition 
(in the BARENBLATT case) lies in its request that the high court rule that 
its decision last June (17, 1957) In the WATKINS case specifically prohibits 
inquiry by the Un-American Activities Committee into political beliefs and 
associations. The WATKINS decision, in a case also supported by the ACLU, 
reversed a contempt conviction because the witness was not informed of the 
nature of the inquiry and the 'pertinency' of the questions concerning Com- 
munist associations. However, it also criticized the Committee's 'exposure' 
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of persons accused of Communist ties and the vagueness of the term 'un-Amer- 
ican*." In announcing the ACLU had "assumed primary responsibility" for the 
BARENBLATT case in February 1958, ACLU Executive Director PATRICK MURPHY MALIN 
"said the Union hoped the Supreme Court would 'finally determine the unconsti- 
tutionality of the Committee's (HUAC) mandate'," (See ACLU, "Civil Liberties," 
March 1958, page 1.) 

On July 31, 1956, MALIN stated the ACLU '^believes that the letter 
and spirit of the First Amendment make the mandate of the HUAC unconstitution- 
al or unwise, or both. That has been the Union's belief ever since the Com- 
mittee was established in the late Nineteen Thirties. • .So this is the time to 
urge that no Committee with such a mandate should be appointed when the new Con- 
gress convenes next January (1957.") An ACLU brief filed with the Supreme 
Court on September 6, 1958, on behalf of BARENBLATT directly challenged the 
authority of the HUAC. The ACLU brief asserted that the HUAC "lacks authority 
to conduct any investigation or to compel testimony. .. (and) that the Comnittee 
violates due process and unconstitutionally tries to restrain freedom of be- 
lief, expression and association protected by the First Amendment." (See "The 
New York Times," 10-27-58, page C-29.) 

ENTER ACLU OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Supplementing the national ACLU's spearheading attack against the 
HUAC is the probing flank movements of its Southern California affiliate. 
The September 1958 issue of The Open Forum > a monthly organ of the Southern 
California ACLU stated it had filed a $20,000 damage suit in the Ninth United 
States District Court charging that the HUAC "is an illegal Committee of Con- 
gress." The suit was on behalf of DONALD WHEELDIN and ADMIRAL GECRGE DAWSON, 
who had been subpoenaed by the HUAC to appear before Committee hearings sched- 
uled to commence on September 2, 1958. The complaint asked the Court to "quash 
the subpoenas issued to WHEELDIN and DAWSON pending a hearing on the legality" 
of the HUAC. 

According to The Open Forum . WHEELDIN and DAWSON "claim they would 
be 'publicly accused of disloyalty, adjudged guilty without a hearing, and 
rendered unemployable' if forced to appear before the Committee. WHEELDIN 
left the Communist Party because of 'fundamental differences with it,' but 
would not be a 'cooperative' witness before the Committee. DAWSON also would 
not be a cooperative witness." It is noteworthy that the September 1, 1958 
edition of the National Guardian reflected WHEELDIN was a former employee of 
the People's World , "the official organ of the Communist Party on the west 
coast." (See HUAC, Guide To Subversive Organizations and Publications, 1957, 
page 100.) 

The Southern California ACLU, at its Legislative Action Conference 
held at Baces Hall, 1528 North Vermont, Los Angeles on November 15, 1958, 
launched a month-long petition campaign urging 17 California Congressmen "to 
offer at the opening of the 86th Congress a resolution to eliminate the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities from the list of Standing Committee's of the 
House of Representatives." On the basis of the Southern California ACLU's 
total membership of 4,000, every member was asked to secure 25 signatures to 
meet the petition campaign goal of .100,000. ALAN BARTH, who has been an ACLU 
National Committeeman since 1952, was the keynoter at the aforementioned 
Conference. Currently on leave as a "chief editorial writer" for the Wash - 
ington Post and Times Herald , BARTH was identified in the mrch 15, 1954 
Firing Line as a severe critic of the FBI. In addition to "mailing out 
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petitions to its own sletnbers/* the National Guardian ox November 24, 1958, 
page 1, reported the Southern California ACLU "has asked other organizations 
and individuals to do the same." The Los Angeles edition of the People's 
World , dated November 15, 1958, page 3, stated "one organization to announce 
immediate support and assistance was the Los Angeles Committee to Preserve 
American Freedoms (accurately known as the Citizens Committee to Preserve 
American Freedoms), whose central aim has been the outlawing of the Un-American 
CoTtnittee and similar state inquisitorial Committees." MIS. DOROTHY ^RSHALL 
is the Citizens Committee's Chairman and FRANK WILKINSON is the group's Execu- 
tive Secretary. (See "The Open Forum," November 1958, page 1.) 

Both MRS. MARSHALL and WILKINSON described the Southern California 
ACLU "petition campaign as 'the most important development in the country' 
in the move to end the 20-year reign of the un-Americans (HUAC.") Accompanied 
by a letter, MRS. MARSHALL reportedly mailed ACLU petitions to "5,000 homes" 
in that State. In its report entitled, "Operation Abolition," dated November 
8, 1957, the HUAC stated the "major adjunct of the Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee (ECLC) in the California area is an organization designating itself 
as the Citizens Committee to Preserve American Freedoms." Full disclosures 
concerning the activities of the ECLC, an identified Communist -front, have 
appeared in recent issues of the Firing Line . (See HUAC, Guide To Subversive 
Organizations and Publications, 1957, page 38.) 

On August 13, 1958, the House of Representatives cited WILKINSON 
for contempt of Congress and forwarded his case to the Department of Justice 
for possible prosecution. This action stemmed from WILKINSON'S uncooperative 
appearance before an HUAC hearing in Atlanta, Georgia, on July 30, 1958. 
WILKINSON has been identified as a member of the Conmunist Party. HUAC 
Chairman FRANCIS E. WALTER stated on August 8, 1958, the HUAC "had information 
that WILKINSON is 'the guiding light' of the ECLC, and had been designated by 
the Communist Party to manipulate that Committee and some of its affiliated 
organizations." According to an ECLC min^ographed letterhead, dated August 12, 
1958, WILKINSON "amicably" left the employ of the ECLC prior to August 1, 1958, 
however, J'rema ins a member" of the ECLC's National Council. (See "The Evening 
Star," /Washington, D. cJ 8-14-58, page A-21.) 

During September 1958, the Southern California ACLU inserted "politi- 
cal advertisements" in five Los Angeles newspapers attacking the HUAC for con- 
ducting hearings in that city. The ACLU statement was signed by 98 individuals 
who urged- that letters of protest be sent to Members of Congress « In addition 
to the ACLU sponsored petitions and letter writing campaigns, the Communist 
Party and its 600 fronts are obviously very actively engaged in similar pro- 
jects to attempt to abolish the HUAC during the 86th Congress. It is reliably 
reported the Communist Party, "making use of their fellow travelers and dupes, 
plus their 'united front tactic, '...can have 50,000 letters on any issue sent 
to Capitol Hill or the White House inside of 72 hours." As a Legionnaire or 
as another patriotic American who has wholeheartedly endorsed the effective 
anti-subversive efforts of the House Committee on Un-American Activities - 
What are you going to do to counteract these intensified abolition campaigns ? 

ON THE RELIGIOUS FRONT 

Several pronouncements of the Fifth World Order Study Conference 
held in Cleveland, Ohio, in November 1958 have been strongly repudiated by 
certain Protestant clergy, laymen and other God-fearing, thinking, Americans . 
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Sponsored by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., 
600 delegates to the World Order study Conference unanimously urged that 
Coiranunlst China be granted diplomatic recognition by the United States and 
admitted to the United Nations. Other statements adopted by the Conference 
called for "stronger efforts should be made to break through the present stale- 
mate and to find ways of living with the Communist nations. Sometimes this is 
called 'co-existence,' but we are concerned with something more than the 
minimum meaning of the word. Our relationship with the Communist nations should 
combine competition between ways of life with cooperation for limited objectives, 
our resistance to Communist expansion goes with recognition of the fact that 
Communist nations as nations, have their own legitimate interests and their 
own reasonable fears. We should avoid the posture of general hostility to them 
and cease the practice of continual moral lectures to them by our leaders." 

These statements were part of a 5,000-word document entitled, "Mess- 
age to the Churches." It is interesting to note that the entire statement was 
prepared by a 23-meniber Conference Committee "headed" by the REV. DR. JOHN 
COLEMAN BENNETT, Dean of the Faculty of the undenominational Union Theological 
Seminary of New York City. Readers will recall that certain views of DR. 
BENNETT appearing in the August 15, 1953 Firing Line are seemingly similar in 
vein to some of the aforementioned pronouncements adopted by the World Order 
Study Conference. At the close of the Conference, REV. DR. EDWIN THEODORE 
DAHLBERG, President of the National Council of Churches, stated: "It is to be 
hoped that our Government and the United Nations will take to heart the mess- 
age and findings of this Conference." A report on DR. DAHLBERG 's background 
was contained in the January 15, 1958 Firing- Line . (See ^^The Evening Star," 
/Washington, D. Cj, 11-22-58, page B-13; "The New York Times," 11-22-58, page 
C-8; and 'Firing Line," 12-1-58.) 

On November 22, 1958, both REV. DR. DANIEL A. POLING and REV. DR. 
NORMAN VINCENT EEALE issued strongly worded statements repudiating the Con- 
ference pronouncements regarding Communist China. DR. POLING said he believed 
"that this action misrepresents my Protestant faith. With every influence 
that I have, I repudiate it... I maintain that this resolution represents only 
the men who endorsed it and not the Protestant community of the United States 
...Certainly the National Council of Churches. . .must accept full responsibility 
for this action." DR. PEALE declared he was "one minister who is completely 
opposed to recognition of Communist China and the admission of that ruthlessly 
totalitarian government to the councils of nations." According to DR. FEALE, 
**were this government to recognize Red China, the millions living under Commu- 
nist tyranny would feel completely abandoned and in despair would give up all 
hope of resistance. Communist power would sweep over the entire Far East and 
creep nearer to us across the Pacific." (See "The New York Times," 11-24-58, 
page C-32; and "The Sunday Star," /Washington, D. C J 11-23-58, page A-10.) 

Speaking before the Conference prior to the adoption of the con- 
troversial pronouncements, Methodist Bishop G. BROMLEY GXNAM claimed "too 
much of our policy is based on fear of Communism rather than faith in freedom 
'let the hysterical stay under the beds as they search for the Communists.,.' 
On December 3, 1958, the General Board of the National Council of Churches 
disclaimed responsibility for the Conference's resolution in Communist China. 
(See "Cleveland Plain Dealer," 11-19-58; and "The New York Times," 12-4-58, 
page C-19.) 
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HELP BUILD SUBSCRIPTIONS. INTEREST YOUR FRIENDS IN THE FIRING LINE. 
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Tour letter dated 0eceaber 26^^1958» 1ms been 
receiTcd aad tkt aetiTe vlUcli prm^ed year commicetion 
is indeed appreciated, 

Wiile I vDidd like to be of service, the fimctioB 
of the FBI as a fact-iatheri«g agency does sot extend to 
fnmishliig eTaluatioas or coHWBts concemlag the character 




or iate^tj of aaar iadiTidoal* orgaaizatioa or publication. 
Also, infomatioB in the files of this Bureau is naintained 
as confidential and available for official nse onlj in 
accordance with a regolation of the Dcpartnent of Justice. 
I regret, therefore, that I an unable to coaplj with jour 
request for infonation. 

I an sure you will understand the necessity for this 
policy and will not Infer fron w^ inability to be of assistance 
that we do or do not have in our files the infomatioli you 
desire. 
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The FBI does not naintain a list of onanizatioiir 
such as you hsTo nentioned in your letter. The Internal Security 
Division of the P epar t ne nt of Justice, however, does naintain a 
list of ofganixatiens iddch have been designated by the Attorney 
General pursuant to £xecutive trder 10450 ithe Federal fikployees 
Security Order). It is suggested that you nay desire to obtain 
^is list of organisations ^y subnittiag your request to the 
Subversive Organisations Section^ Internal Sccmlty Division, 

It of Justice, IteshiiiSton 2^i. ^ 
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fTTENTION: SAC, Houston 

Enclosed is ia copy of correspondent's commiinication. 
Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning correspondent * 

Bufiles reflect certain derogatory infoiTnation con- 
cerning the Federal Council of Churches, later incorporated 
into ^^^^iOfetlonpT r»iftirn nf Churchps nf Thrist in Amppra.. 
However, much of the information came from rival church groups. 
Investigation limited to contacts with informants in New York 
City in 1950 reflected no information indicating any communist 
or subversive influence on the part of any persons affiliated 
with the group. (100-50869) 

Edgar C. Bundy is a lecturer wiio tours the country 
speaking on communism before church and patriotic groups. He 








is current activities. 
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His book "Collectivism in the Churches" has been previously 
brought to the Bureau's attention. It contains numerous allegat 
that the National Council of Churches was heavily infiltrated 
by communists and other un-American groiq>s. (62-104576) 

The above is furnished for your information. 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent requests list of ministers in National 
Council of Churches who are members of communist front organi- 
zations and a list of ministers in church seminaries who are 
also members of communist front organizations. She also requests 
the Director comment co|iceming the above book by Bundy. Correspon- 
dent implies there is some question in her mind as to the authenticit 
€t "listings from the F.B.I. • It is not clear from her letter whethe 
she is referring to the Attorney General's list or some listing in 
Bundy* s book and, if the latter, she does not indicate to what ^. .. . 
portion of the book she refers. The book contains no list identified 
as "from the F.B.I.* 
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Dear Mr. HooTcr: 
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I do hope this' reaiclies w Dersonilly and that yon can 
si TO OS soBc Buch needed adTice « facts. 



we've 

o 



I aa a aeaber of the 
▼e we had troab«lt. 




re've 



^ 



\ 



;V 



\J 



aTe we naa xrowei.. f»« t. toSPow ■^Bister^^-, 

in spite of a large MJority nile to keep hia."^ 

by Sir preshytery without our ever being pW why 

asked. "^The iost^we can £et is thatit^J^Jtbes 




...T and. 
best he's 



as one. 



TlKtti ng the f en~co— an<nient^ir^oaSL.ww 

He definitely acts like a co^mnist and is naiored 



^^^^Band the con£regation both had an appeal i||^^^. 
SvniPIHnSr Presbytery out Presbytery told us unless flHipip^ 

drS^ed'^hirthey woiild^22Udittr/^ "" P'^*?* H^ Sj.S^iTtP^ 
able to get a church. ■■■P '">" ^^ ^y^SSu^IS^h!;. 
drop ourJ too. WeWelPilllWb g«nfral assembly and h«;« 
had'^letters hick these things couldn^ be done but it all has 
been done and no one will help us. 

w««ve Terv recently read alot of literature on the Kational 
C.a.c"l It a^cllV'pt .f It is -yl".. bjbthj^*-.rlc.B Cmietl 
ftf Churches statins that the N.C.C. is infiltratea wixn 
jJii^straSd biing used by the. and for their adTantage. 

ny questions are: 

Are these things true? Do uany of our leaders in the N.C.C. 
belong to red rronts? 

Hew abeut the Aiierlcan Council of Churches. Is it infiltrated 
with Itis tee? 



1. 



3. 



3. 



umm ran we as sattll pcopl**. but cltisons and Christians vtry 
2Sh ;5nSr55d^ir SiS dfeadful thing best help fight 

YT RE^^ORDB 
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4. Would we do better to pvll out of the N.C.C. and ^iTe our 
support to the A.C.C. oi- what can we do? 

If these things are tme of the N.C.C. I jvst can*t 
as a disciple of Christ's go along with these things in oar 
chorch. We're all so disturbed. 

There has been soae talk of startin^lie Bible Presbyterian 
or Congregational Church and having ^^HlVcoae back to 
help us and be our pastor. He is a ofRme leader and preaches 
▼ery strong against coaannisn besides being a good christian and 
preaching salration through Jesus Christ which I always 
thought all ninisters did. 

It*s all so involTod it's hard to know where to start or 
stop but sincerely hope you will be able to cIto as an imediate 
reply and thank you for taking tine to consider oar questions 
& confusion. 
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1 - Mr. Simpson 
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Your letter dated February 1. 1959, has been 
received, and the motive which prompted your communication 
is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the 
function of the FBI as a fact-gathering agency does not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comaents concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization. Furtheraore, information in the files of 
the FBI is maintained as confidential and available for 
official use only in accordance with a regi^ation of the 
Department of Justice. I regret, therefore, that I. am unable 
to furnish you information concerning the ;t>rgMiiMt ions you 
mentioned. -^K 

I would also like to advise that I^d^not believe 
it would be proper for ae as Director of the FW. strictly 
an investigative agency, to recommend a course of action to 
be followed by members of your church. ~ m ^ 

Sincerely yours, «^ ^ ^ 
John Edgar Hoover*^* 
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MAILgQIQ 



1 - Butte (enclosure 
I^TTiyrTOM* sac. Bntt 



/ 

, ALL INFORMRVifeONTAlfE] 








W.C. SylUvan _ 



lJBL/ Enclosed ^>- y^^-t , 

correspondent's conranicatioS^ isifiles contain no identifiable 
data concerning corretpoadtttt •r the individuals mentioned in , 
her letter. (Rote f SAC» cntinued, page 2) ylWi/W \ 

See Wot« •■ Yellow, page 2 /?» wC yUT A. 
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Note to Butte. Continued 
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The American Council )f Churches has not been 
investigated by the Bureau, Bufiles reflect that we have 
had coruial relations with this organization in the past 
and considerable correspondence of a cordial nature with its 
various officers. (94-37557) 

Bufiles reflect certain derogatory infonution 
concerning the Federal Council of Churches, later incorporated 
into the National Council of Churches of Christ in America, 
However, much of the information came from rival church 
groups. Investigation limited to contacts with informants 
in New York City in 1950 reflected no information indicating 
any communist or subversive influence on the part of any 
persons affiliated with the group. (100-50869) 

NQTS Of< YgLU)W; 

Correspondent discusses a controversy in her church 
over the recent dismissal of the pastor. She claims she can 
get no information from the presbytery as to the reasons he 
was fired. She also refers to literature issued by the 
American Council of Churches which alleges the National 
Council of Churches is infiltrated with communists. She 
requests to be advised whether this allegation is true, 
whether many leaders of the National Council of Churches 
belong to Red fronts, whether the American Council of 
Churches is infiltrated with Reds, how her group can help 
fight against it and whether she and her friends should 
pull out of the Imtfvnln Council of Churches. She also 
mentions that they are considering establishing a separate 
church. 

Although we have not investigated either the 
National Council of Churches or the American Council of 
Churches, it is not believed we should so advise the corres- 
pondent due to the controversial nature of the National 
Council of Churches and many allegations that some of its 
officers have had CP front associations. The Bureau should 
not become involved in this local church controversy and it 
is believed a files confidential reply will best serve the 
Bnreau's interest in this aatter since the correspondent 

the Bnreaa's letter in tl 



will probably use 



the local controversy. 
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Hr, J, Edgar HooYer 
HashiQgton, D* C, 

Dear Mr. Hooker. 

I aa snre yon are well aware of the leftist and 
pro-coHninist literature in chnrcbes today. Hovever, I have 
watched the yonth gjwtps doYelop and read seae of the literature 
carefully aM I aa convinced an extrevely sinister thing has 
already been pawned in Aaerica, The diabolic cIoto mess and 
thoroughness of the conspiracy is alaniiv* 

Did we leamaothifls fro* the Nazi yonth aoveaients? 

Please read these excents carefully oTon if you 
have already read a great deal or church literature. 

Sincerely^ 

s/l 




c6NtAiN«y 
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YOUTH LITERATURE |^3 THE NATIONAL COUIjCIL OF CHURCHl^^k 

1. Seeks to destroy the respect of children for the guidance of their 
parents, replacing such guidance with a false sense of independ- 
ent decision, which is in reality decision molded by the radical 

s. 

teachings of this literature and it proponents. 

2 . Seeks to destroy national pride and patriotism and urges the 
acceptance only of world citizenship. 

5. Propagandizes for disarmament even though other countries remain 
fully armed. 

4. Seeks to discredit respect for and dignity of the colored race 
by propagandizing for complete, radical social integration, 
which naturally would lead to intermarraige, family disunity 
in both races and demoralization of the country at this time. 

5. Seeks to put a new connotation on the word" Christian" . In youth 
literature it is becoming to mean membership in a movement rather 
than Christ like. 

6. Some Methodist literature advocates slever and sacrilegious 
methods of extracting money from youth groups, capitalizing on 
youthful emotions and spiritual idealism, (Methodist Youth Fund 
Pledge Service, by Rowena Ferguson, Methodist Youth Fund, P.O. 
box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. Form No. 2458-i;") 



> 



Walter Reuther gasce $200,000.00 of United- Automobile* 
Workers-Union mone^ to the National Council of Churches for 
"religious and economic education" . Reuther is documented as 
atheistic auid pro- communistic in ideology^ holding beliefs which 
hardly seem compatible with high religious motives for such a 
gift. (Walter Reuther, by Eldorous L. Dayton, Devin-Adair Co., 
New York 10, N. Y.) 

Mr, Fdwln T. Dahlberg, President of the National Council 
of Churches, has been documented as pro-communistic in his 
sympathies by participation in a number of communist-front 
movements, (cited as subversive by the House UnAmerican Activi- 
ties Committee in 1942 and the Attorney General of the United 
States in 1947 and 1948). guman Events, Vol. XIV, No. 50, 12/14/57 

"World Order Study" sponsored by National Council of Churches 
passed unsmimoua resolution for recognition of Red China and its 

admission to United Nations. (Daniel A, Poling, Christian Herald, 
\ Nov. 30, 1958 ^' 
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EXCERPTS 

"Jiinior high yeeu:s--when we start untying apron strings 
and making more of ^our o?m decisions- -are critical years. Now we 
begin disputing o\ir parents' authority.^ Thgr seem so old- fashioned » 
Indeed we are amazed at how little the y know em d h ow far behind the 
time s they are l So often we resent the slightest suggestion they 
make. We fly into sudden temtrums because we are bo little under- 
stood, or stamp our feet and storm out of the room. " s 

"Now of course it is true that parents do belong to another 
generation . They often find it difficult to keep up with the whirl- 
ing kaleidoscope of youth life. And it is often hard f or them t o 
realize that t heir chil d ren are not chil dr en any more and need more 
freedom. "(1) 



"Dear Rod: 

Don't let things get you down. Rod. All of us do things 
we do not mean to do and you will be no exception. Just take it on 
the chin in yovir usual good spirit and you will find that things 
will work . out eventually between you and your parents. Probably 
they are as amazed at you as you are at them . Remember they have 
been used to having a little boy aroiind the house and now that you 
are a six footer they have to learn all over how to live with their 
new son. You must give them a shock every time they look at you . 
You have to learn to live with them too. Remember that you want to 
grow up as soon as you can and assume adult independence and respon- 
sibilities. But, whether the y understand it or not , they have the 
problem of knowing when they should make decisions for you and when 
they should expect you to make your own. Try to understand that," 

With love, 
Aunt Judy." 

"Dear, Dear Aunt Judy: 

" I may add that I am having a wonderful time at camp. 

And you ought to be honored indeed. Yours is the only letter I have 
written since I arrived. I sent Mom a bunch of post cards that I 
wrote before coming up ." 

" - -^ " -.-- Rod. " " - 
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"Dear Aunt Judy: 

"I forgot to tell you that Lucy's sister got married Monday. 
When I marry I'm going to run away to skip all the fuss." 
Rod." 

"Dear Aunt Judy: 

" I sure appreciate all the letters you have written me. 

It still seems a long way around to answer some of the questions 
I have asked, I started all this. You warned me. It's not that 
I»m tired of reading so much but, well, I Just don't have any time 
any more. Mother says I must get some sleep. And, anyway I think 
Mom's been going through my thing s. She and Dad think something 
is up. T hey act as if they think I've gotten into some awful 
trouble and am writing you about it . " 

Rod."- 
"Dear Aunt Judy: 

Nobody yet but Mr. Carlow( Church School Teacher) knows I 
have been writing to you. But we found that some of the other 
kids have the same questions. 'Yovir aunt's correspondence with 
you will be our secret, Rod,' Mr. Carlow said to me one day when 
we went on a fishing trip together." 

Rod." (2) 

AN ACT OP PORGIVEKESS 

"Leader: Let us lift up before GrOd those who have hurt us in days 
that are past — parents who have not trusted us and teachers who 
have accused us falsely . 

Response: God, forgive those who have offended us. 
Leader: Friends who have called us names and spread false rumors 
about us. 

Response.: God, forgive these who have offended us. 
Leader: Companions who have forsaken us without cause and poisoned 
the hearts of others with hatefullness. 
Response: God, forgive those who have offended us. 
Leader: Bullies who have bruised us in flesh and spirit. 
Response: God, forgive those who have offended us. 
Leader: The enemies of our nation and our religion. 
Response: God, forgive those who have offended us. 



(4) 
Leader: The thovightles^Hio have unconsciously hurt us and^Ae 
indifferent who have ignored us. 

Response: God, we forgive all these who have wronged us and we 
ask thee to forgive them too. Help us to blot these offenses out 
of our memories. 

A Unison Prayer: '^^ 

Almighty and eternal God, we ask thee, also, to forgive us our 
sins. As we have forgiven those who have hxirt us, so we ask thee 
to forgive the hurt that we have caused others. Forgive us espe©' 
ially for the duties we have shirked and the good we have left 
undone. Forgive us for the unkind words we have spoken and the 
unworthy thoughts we have welcomed. Forgive the resentment we 
have felt at deserved rebuke, and forgive the excuses we have made 
for ourselves but have been unwilling to allow for others. We ask 
thee to honor the honesty of our sorrow for our sins. Amen." (4) 



"Jesus made a statement which is even more dramatic than 
Paul's comment: 'If anyone oo mes to me and does not hate his 

own father and mother and even his own life, he ceuinot be 

my disciple.' (Luke 14:26) In other words, loyalty to Christ 
~^and his cause ought to be stronger loyalty than that to faunily 
and parents. The word translated 'hate' goes back to the Aramic 
word meaning » love less*. Matthew's version of the saying helps 
us see this. 'He who loves father and mother more than me is not 
worthy of me ....' (Matthew 10:37) This saying in its Biblical 
setting has wider application than to the parent-teenager sit - 
uation, the principle it emphasis es can be applied to this sit - 
uation . You have a God-given responsibility to grow toward 
Christian maturity. If certain attitudes toward your parents 
and certain patterns of relationship prevent growing up, then you 
need to change these attitudes and patterns." 

"In most families these changes in relationships are ._*.-, i 
taken in stride. There is some tension but growth takes place. 
Teen-agers and parents alike come to accept and appreciate more 
mature relationships. There are a few homes, however, where 
the relation between parents and teen-agers is- so unwholesome 
that the teen-ager must either give in, and remain immature, or 
openly revolt. In these extreme cases the divine demand that 
persons grow up Is such that revolt is pref enred to sub mission. " 
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COMMENT 

(These excerpts emphasize and encourage widening of any gulf 
which may exist between parents and youths, or may promote or suggest 
the idea that a gulf exists when none actually does. If there is any 
merit in these teachings they should be directed to parents and not 
to youths.) 

" We seem to feel that we cannot trust God with our per- 
sonal lives; yet we continue to scheme to 'get to the top'. 'God 
helps those who help themselves' we say; but this may be just the 
opposite of the truth." 



"We cannot trust God in international affairs it seems. We are 
lost we think unless we have more atom bombs , and 1 onger range guns , 
and more soldiers than anybody else in the world. Actually this is 
the thing that makes everybody afraid of us and brings the threat of 
war nearer." (1) 



"We live in stirring days. Choices made today may determine 
your own future, and the future of our nation and the world. Will 
we have a s ec ure economic order, or some rich and many very, very 
poor?" (1) 



"Nations as well as individuals have to face the consequences 
of their sins. If a nation is far more interested in getting rich 
than it is in the faat that people are suffering all over the world; 
if a nation supports policies of discrimination which deny the as- 
pirations for freedom that people have ; if it treats other people as 
inferior and boasts of its own achievements; if it exploits the nat- 
ural resources of the world, paying low wages and getting rich at 
other peopleb eacpense, then it has only itself to blame if it loses 
the friendship of the peoples of the world." 

" The troubles that come to us nationally are the dir*?9t result, 
o f our nationa l wrongdoing, just as the troubles that come to us in- 
dividually are often the result of our personal wrongdoing. It is in 
this sense that the prophets said that God judges and punishes people." 



"When we honestly try to obey God as we understand him, there is 
hope that our society will grow towai^ security and stability. Ho 



society without Tel±r^n has ever endured for very long. Nations must 
have SPIRITUAL defenses. So often we tend to thx ^ of defense^only 
in terms of the ability toW^i^ilete other peoples." (1) 



"ONE OP THE PiST DEFENSES OP A NATION IS FRIENDS*' We do not 
make friends by trying to force others to be military allies and re- 
fusing to help them unless they are. But we could build friendship 
by sympathizing with the problems of other peoples and helping them. 
Lifting the economic level of the world's poor makes friends." ^ 



"First we must recognize when we start looking for God's hand 
in world history, that God cares absolut ely nothing about national 
pride. It makes no difference to him that our pride is humiliated 
by Russian prowess. It is not a foregone conclusion in God's mind 
that we are always right." 

"The Hebrews were God's chosen people, but that did not mean 
they always got their way, or that God invariably favored them. God's 
purposes go very much deeper than any nationalistic ends." 

"If we want to think God's thoughts after him in regard to 
human affairs, then we may have to think in other than co nventionally 
patriotic'terms ." We may have to probe deeper to find God's purposes 
in terma of basic human welfare, in terms of the aspirations of 
hitherto oppressed peoples, in terms of the little peoples instead 
of the big ones, and of peace rather than the arts of war. " 

"GOD IS (BDNCERNED ENOUGH ABOUT HUMAN AFFAIRS TO BE ABLE TO WAIT. 
He does not save us from the consequences of our wrongdoing. He does 
not foree his way upon us, but he expects us, finally, to learn." 

"When we see our country going blindly down the road to mass 
preparation for war, blustering and threatfenlng on the assumption 
that if we make ourselves sound terrible enough, everybody will get 
out of our way, we want to cry out, 'Stop, stop I" Don't you see what 
you are doing? Don't you see that by making everybody afraid of you 
you make everybody hate you? Some day we may have to make good these 
threats. "0 God", we want to cry out 'save us from ourselves I" But 
God doesfi't. We have to make our wwn mistakes and learn our own les- 
sons. Having put all our eggs in the military basket, the time will 
come when we shall have to take some of them out again, and recognize 
the iinportance of such things as economic aid." 
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n As Ions as t^^ay of selfishness guides o\ar pol1»cal 

thinking God lets us do so," 

"Therefore, because we are Christian young people, let us dare 
to think an d act differently in regard to world affairs from those who 
t hink in purely pagan terms . God cannot ^have his better world unless 
there those who are willing to put themselves into his hands, to think 
differently and live differently, FOR HIM," Q^ 



" Some of us Americans are so proud of ourselves that we 

won't trust many other nations in the world. And we may find ourselv- 
es out on a limb some day because of it," (2) 

( COMMENT 

(All of these statements and Insinualiions are false and grossly 
treasonable. No nation in the world is more desirous of peace and 
world disarmament, nor has been more generous in giving economic aid 
to underprivileged nations than has the United States of America.) 



"Finally, there is the question of fellowship. We know the fel- 
lowship of common interest in our school's athletic prowess, or in 
rapture over a popular movie star. But suppose we were really gripped 
by the character, ideals, and pvixposes of Jesus and our M Y P set out 
to make a contribution to the coming of Jesus' spirit into our com- 
munity life. Suppose it did come to seem to us a matter of life or 
death that in some area of our community life, where the principles 
of Jesus do not reignv they should begin to reign." 

"To a Christian group which would embark on such an adventure, 
there would come a fellowship that would be deeper than any fellow- 
ship of our lives. Beside this yo\ar concern for football or the gang's 
hangouib would seem insipid. Sharing in a flaming Christian crusade 
is Bit unforge*4ble experience of close fellowship," 

"This also is true. The church will only achieve the conscious- 
ness that God is working through it — not hovering on the outskirts of 
it — when it becomes a committed Christian fellowship. It must take 
positive Christism positions on the major issues of the day. It must 
be convinced that there is a way of Christ for America, smd must dedi- 
cate itself to discovering that way. When Christ is alive in o\ar mids"* 
we have power. Wkian we disregard him we are powerless. " CjJ 
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"It is difficult to say or do what you feel you must when you 
kAow that others will disagree with you, or that dire consequences 
may result. That's the job which devoted Christians have today . 
Sometimes the modem minister must play the part of the prophet ,"(2) 



" It suggests a sort of all-out, radically different way 

of living, Rod, to which none of us measures up > No longer is it 
enough to sit in class and decide what is right or wrong and leave the 
ibatter there. No longer can the church preach about (or teach about) 
injustice to our fellow men and do nothing about the injustices. 
Decisions and discussions mean nothing unless we move out as a group » 
or as individuals dedicated to doing God's will." (2) 



" . . .Dear Rod: 

" Now, as you are beginning to hammar out your think- 
ing in your gremp I will conclude my long letters with this one." 

Prom Aunt Judy." (2) 



"Dear Aunt Judy: 
"last Simday all the members of our class sat together for 
communion at church. Then on Monday every last one of us withdrew from 
a school social club that had excluded foreigners, Jews and Negroes. 
We are going to organize another one that doesn't exclude anyone be- 
cause of race or creed. For you see our chureh is not exclusive nor 
is our church school class. Several of the gioys have withdrawn their 
application for a camp that had the reputation for accepting only the 
'right guys I They are applying for our church camp." 

Prom Rod." (2) 



"If you are a girl you have more curves, your hips and breasts 
have developed, your shoulders are broader, you are conscious of more 
hair on your body, and perhaps there is a little down on your upper 
lip. Your facial features areiarger and more adultish. In overaall 
appearance you look more like a woman. You look more feminine than 
you did as a child." 

"But there are changes that have come about during the teen years 
that you don't notice in a photograph. You have probably out your 
wisdom teeth. If you are a girl, your voice has probably taken a deep- 
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er tone, and you likely havj^tarted menstrxiating. If you are |^py, 
your voice has became masculine, and you probably have had nocturnal 
emissionsCin your sleep when you have discharged semen)." (3) 

COMMENT 

(This excerpt is not sex instruction since it is assumed the 
youths already are aware of the knowledge^ presented . If sex instruc- 
tion has a place in church literature it should be in adult literature 
instructing the parents in correct ways of teaching the child. The 
fictional Council of Churches is weakening home ties by advocating the 
usurpation of prerogatives of the home and demanding too much of the 
youths' time which is needed in the home for good parent-child relat- 
ionships. There are exceptions (and these cases should be treated 
individually) but most homes supply these relationships. 

Ch\irches should cherish, help preserve, and build family ties — 
not weaken them • ) 



" live started reading about Solomon (and his many wivesll), 

No wonder they called him wise. Heh, Heh, that's a joke." (2) 



"A church youth group spent several weeks of research and dis- 
cvission on this qTjestion, »How does the Bible help ns discover what is 
right and what is wrong to do?" 

"The chief conclusion of the group was that the Bible emphasizes 
moral conduct based on a point of view about life, rather than a set of 
specific do's and don'ts. The point of view includes the belief that 
this is God's world and that he is working in it *oward c ertain divine^ 
purposes. Anything the ind ividual does that contributes to these divine 
piir poses is morally righli, and anything he does that interferes wit h 
these purposes is moral ly wrong . These young people worked out this 
statement to summarize their thinking: (COMMENT t the end justifies the 
means . ) 

"There are at least two things that have eternal value— personal- 
ity and fellowship between persons. Anything I do that helps personal- 
ity — my o;vn and others" — becpQie better and more Christian, is right, 
and anything I do that strengthens Christian fellowship between persons 
including fellowship with God, is good; And anything I do that weakens 
d?ellowsh4p is evil." 
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(10) 
"The group also worked out some questions to help them apply these 
basio principles to specific situations like those reported earlier in 
this chapter. They felt it might help a young person come to a decision 
about the Tightness or wrongness of a given act if he asked the follow- 

ing questions : 

Will doing this help me become a better person, or will it inter- 
fere with my becoming a better person? 

Will doing this help the other person or persons involved become a 
better person or persons? Will it interfere? 

Will doing this help people I may not know, but who will be in- 
directly affected by this act become better persons? Will it interfere? 
Will doing this help forward God's purppse in the world? Will it 
work against God's purpose? 

Will doing this improve my relationships with other persons? 
Will it worsen my relationships? 

Will doing this strengthen my sense of God's presence and my 
feeling of fellowship with God? 

"This approach to deciding right and wrong conduct is a long way 
from the rigid set of rules some people try to find in the Bible. In 
the Old Testament there are some important conduct codes. The Ten 
Commandments is one of these, that at first glance, look like a set of 
specific do's and don'ts. When you look more closely you discover they 
are statements of universal principles phrased to make it easy to 
apply the principles t o the demand s of life in a given culture," q 

COMMENT 

(The Ten Commandments are fundamental moral truths which never 
change with time or place, nor should they be reinterpreted by faddist 

sociologists . ) 

(DLessons for Intermediates, Oct., Kov., Dec, 1958 
Vol. 17, No. 4, Methodist Publishing Co. 
201 Eighth Ave. So. , Nashville 3, Tenn. 

(2) How God works, Vol. 9, Part A, Bethany Youth Books, Ctoistian 
i^Ld of Publication, Series Two, St. Louis. Missouri 

(3) Choose life, by Robt. Powell (book Pl«>«fd for Individual 
reading by -^outh readers) Methodist Publishing Co. 
201 Eighth Ave., Nashville 3, Tenn, 

(4) Roundtable, Vol. (?, No. 2, Dec. 1958, Methodist Publishing 
Co. 201 Eighth Ave. South, Nashville 3, Tenn. 
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_. ::. T#fr Utter «ftted F^bnMij IS, 19S9, 
vith Its •Klos8r*» bas bt«ii rBcelTcd and tiie 
■otive vliicli f roHpttd yoar cuiimlcatloa Is 
indeed appreciatM. 

_^ . ^I« tfcj •vest je« elitaU additlowil v 
dau vAich imi btlia^ t* ka af Utarast ta V V 
tha FBI, 2«a sa; daaira ta ii— iialcata diractlj 
vitii tiia Spacial Asaat la Outiia af av Charlatt* 
•ffica laoitad at 17«0 MiaatM Bidldii«, 7 

Ckarlatta 2, fferth Carallaa* ~* 




Siacaralj yvnn. 
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Jaha Edgar laarar 
Piractar 
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1 - Charlotte (Enciosttfe) I 



ATTETfriONf -^kt, Xharlotte:r^5?^?Sft'|l|-?^ 

. Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's comnonication. 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning correspondent. 

Enclosed with her l^i^r was ir ibh-page document 



DeS allegedly containing excerpts from literature" issued by the 

McGubeZZWational Council of Churches witK^b^^miis comments tending 
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See note on yellow, .pag^c 2. 
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to establish that the literature of this ttaurch group seeks 
to destroy respect of children for their parents, seeks to 
destroy national pride and patribtism, contains propaganda 
for disarmament and contains propaganaa for radical social is 
integration. The document does not identify the oi^gani^ation 
or individual responsible for its preparation, 

Bufiles reflect certain derogatory information con- 
cerning /t^e Federal Council of Churchesv later incorporated , 

into t1i«Miatinna1 Cnnnrn ^f C)iiirfhAg nf Christ it^ Aw^T-i^a, 

However, mucn or tne information came from rival church '~' 
|;roiq)s. Investigation limited to contacts with informant^ 
m New York City in 1950 reflected no information indicating 
any communist or subversive influence oh the part of any 
persons affiliated with this group, qqq 50869) 



'y;:^': ,>'?t^xr.j:vrv/. ; .^-- 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 



' -. Correspondent states she has watched youth groups 
develop and is convinced an extremely sinister thing is being 
^pawned in this country. She thinks the cleverness and thoroughness 
of the conspiracy is alarming and asks, "Did we learn nothing from 
the Nazi youth movements?" She requests that the enclosures to her 
letter be carefully read. V 

The above noted inquiry appears to be more in the~ nature 
of an observation in the part of the correspondent rather than a 
question to which she expects a reply from the Bureau. 






■M''-i^ 



•y ■■;> ^. 



i fc ; .. V •■ 



'■ f- ' f!*^i. ■-• 



-2- 



j^A^: f ^:S:.:':%' , i- rit ■-.>-.i^,-- *• .i^.-.-.-y.- 



tSiV 



\) 



:\^ 









^^V 




■r^cvl;' 



r?^'^.-^- '■•■:.?; 









^v^ ''^. '.,.-' :..^ :.aL.'^>.p.- V^y- i-^^'nWifii' I'iii ■I'ri'li'Mil'' 



Cleveland Conference 

Asks U. S. f o Move 

Toward Recognition of 

Communisf China 



MORE than 600 clergymen and lay 
diurch members, organized as the 
Fifth World Order Study Conference, 
met in Cleveland, Ohio, November 16, 
and three days later landed in the head- 
lines of the press of the nation by advo- 
cating unanimously that the government 
of the United States reconsider its China 
policy and take steps "toward the inclu- 
sion of the People's Republic of China 
in the UN and for its recognition by our 
government.** 

The conference convened at the call 



of the Department of International Af- 
fairs of the National Coimcil of Churches, 
but members emphasized that the group 
spc^e for itself alone and not for the 
council. Press releases, however, went 
out on National Council of Churches 
stationery, and editors across the nation 
were understandably confused. 

A strongly-wortied message containing 
the China recommendation was written 
by the conference and unanimously 
adopted after several attempts at amend- 
ment failed. It will be submitted to the 



I'lanning for Rio 




Orsetino Secretary of Sto 
ore PrM. Edwin T. Dohibei 

council's constituent denon 
to its policy-making genei 
further study. 

* « * 

CRITICISM and disclair 
Protestant leaders appeare 
mediately in the press. Ty 
diarge by U.S. Senate O 
erick Brown Harris that t 
conference had 'trotted c 
horse.** 

BECAUSE of the Chir 
recommendations of the co) 
largely overlooked. The diu 
«tep4v-step disarmament b 
agreement; suspension of n 
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Ai >he Edifof Seet If 



^^lie Cart Before the Horse? 

A CONFERENCE at Oeveland of 600 churchmea (see story page 5) has urged 
unanimously that -^tepa ahould be -taken toward the inclusion of ^the People's 
Republic of China in the UN and for its recopiition by our government" 

To us this appears to be put^ng the cart before the horee in the interests of an 
expedient internationalism, ^the jwior questions, for which no convincing answers have 
yet been given the American people, are these: 

(1) Is «le /«c<o control of territory thie principle requisite for the recognition of a 
government (as the &itish have long contended), or is the manner of coming to power 
and the subsequent use of this power also a concern of the recognising nation? 

(2) Is responsible conduct in the family of nations a requisite for admission to the 
United Nations, or can a nation which U currenUy firing its guns (the Formwa Stoaits) 
and which stilf stands in unrepentant defiance (the^ Korean invasion) of tte Umted 
Nations be admitted simply on the strength of its sixe and the siie of iU fnends? 

(3) Why should the China situation be resolved sa a special case apart from other 
de facto governments which are not recognised by the U.S. (East Germany, for instance) 
or seated In the United Nations irtiile other less noisy but more law abiding governments 
stand outside in the cold and wait? .^ *«-:— ^ 

The eonference-whidi met at the call of the Department of International Affairs of 
the National Council of Chuiches-did not speak for the council or its oonsbtuent 
denominations, but individuals representing denominations appeared ready to an8««r 
the above questions in the light of a specific situation relating to the Peoples ReP"W«c 
of China. We beUeve that the questions ought to be answered on their own mente first, 
and the China problem dealt with in sequence in the light of their ultimate resolution. 

We can stand a great deal more American diplomacy based on consistent principle 
and a lot less fashiohied out of emotional expediency. - ^ _^_ 
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Mr* J* E4gar H0«Ter r. 

Washlqgton^ D« C* 

Dear Sir: 

A few years ago» vbeo the Coaiittee For A milion 
was circulating petltUns far the signatures ef citlsens. 
who wished to protest against the possible recognition of 
Ceaninist China; and its adaission to the United Nations^ 
I secured one hundred signatBres* - 

Recently I was shocked when I read the enclosed 
article. I have beard occasionally that CesBonists in this 
country were trying to work their way into tiie churches. 

A friend lent ae a clinping froai The Portland, 
JUine, Sunday Telegnm of Jan. 18. A reporter gave an 
account of an intenriew with Dr. Bsn and wife of Ellsworth. 
Maine, and it <^ned my eyes. I hope yon Bay be interested 
to obtain a copy of the paper and read it. 

Very truly yours 
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T«ar Utttr iated T^rmury 20, 1959, 
wiA its •ttclosvrts, Iw8 W^A received and tte 
iatcrast vliicfa profited jtmut coaBonicfttion is 
indeed appreciated* 

III Ilia areat yea ebuia'aoy additieaal 
data vhich jea believe to be ef iaterest te the 
IBI, JOB Bay desire te cr— imicate directly viA 
tfie Special Ageat ia Chaife ef ear Bestea Office 
located at 470 Atlaatic Avaaae, Bestes 10, - 



Siacerely yovn» 



XLLINFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS yNCWSSlFIED 
OATE^^EtY, 

; 1 - Boston (Enclosure) 
ATTEm'IQW; SAC7 Boston 




iiiui E^r fleeter 
Director 
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Enclosed fs a copy of correspondent's letter. Bufi 
contain no identifiable dat^i ct^ncerning correspondent or the 
"Conmittee for a Million" mentibned in her letter. 



les 



Tolsoo 

Belmont . 
De Loach. 
McGulre _ 
Mohr__. 
Poisons - 

Rosen 

Tamsi 



9^ 



0£bl Ollhi: 






Trotter 

W.C- Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman , 

Gandy 



RDS:bBin 

(4) /.x^y^ 



^ 



MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNItCZD 



MAR 2- 1959 



1 




r 



i(y 



• r4 












'M 



'■>'.*V:' 1 ■ 







, ^ u't^-^^ ;'.:*-• 



^ ^"if 






..r^- 



- Enclosed with correspondent's letter were two - 

newspaper clippings from an unidentified newspaper but 

gossibly clipped from some Sunday magazine supplement/ 
ne clipping is entitled^i^^lftYSLland Conference Asks U. SV 



(|fChu££bes. which advocated xnax xne unitea dtates reconsider 

Its cninese policy and take steps to recognize China and 

to admit it to the United Nations. The other clipping was 

an editorial, captioned "The Cart Before the Horser* vnd pertained to 

the same subject matter.:^ ', ;^ v . , v 

concern 

into th( ________,______^ ___««-_ ^ - 

However, much of this intOHnatioh catae from rival churcifi^ 
groups. Investigation limited to contacts with informants 
in New York City in 1950 reflected no information indicating 
any communist or subversive influence on the part of any persons 
Affiliated with the groiq). (100-50869) ^ / : 

This data Is furnished for your iiifdpiatipn only. 




NOTE ON YELLOW: 



Correspondent advises a^few years ago she assisted 
in circulating a petition f or th^^^oBBiilJtee -fxu--ja_Million_||__ 
which protested the possible rec^tgqitioAnof China7~^He is 
now shocked to read that the Natftfnal Council of Churches 
has advocated recofln^ion of China and its admission into the 
United Nations. She calls this matter to the attention of the 
Bureau but makes no request , for information from the Bureau. - 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Office of the F.B.I. 
Washington D.C. 

Dear i^irx 

I wiah in pert to apologize for writing you. I Icnow that there i« 
much that occupies your Bind and titce; however, I find that it has 
become neceseary for rre to obtain aoine informetiin if auch ia available. 

The information I seek concerns itaelf only with the National Cou ncil 
of ChurcheB of ^hriet in Ameripe. I believe this to be the correci netr.e. 

First, i souid like to know if sny of the following hold offices in 
the National Council of lurches: 

Oxnam, Sockman, AdeicB, Barnea, Bowie, Boyd, Cevert, Dahlberg, Deraie, 
Douglas, Harrison, Johjiaon, Undia, Naoe, Weigle, Taft, Fleimiing, Horton, 
Holt, and Dun. Unfortunately I do not have any of the first names or 
enitials of the foregoing. 

Second , I should like to know if your department considers the National 
Council of Churches of Chriat as Communistic - or if you consider any of 
its varioua departments b- Coomuniatic. 

Third, I ahould like to know if your department considers any of the 
foregoing men mentioned as membera of the Communist partyt 

Fourth , I shruld like to know if any of the following organizetions 
ere conaidered as ComTcunistic: 

The Julius Rosenwald Fund, the Arbuckle-Jameson Foundati n, the Rusaeli 
Sage Foundation, the Lewie J. and F^ry E. Horowitz Foundetin, Inc., 
The Henry Luce Foundation, Inc., The Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Inc., 
the Bulova Foundation for the Department of Race Relatione, the Adeline 
and Carl Loeb Foundation tmTxtk^x^BfUxtxmmtxxtxitmzmTiw, the Gaetonis- 
Jewish Welfare Fund. 

The queati^na eriae from a book "Collectiviam in the Churches" by 
Edgar C. Bundy, The Church League of America, lAO? Kill Avenue, Vheatcn, .; ] 
Illinoia. The firat three queation coxe frorn chapter 5 , and the fourth U 
cornea from chapter 4 pages AO and Al. p> 

If the infornetion requested is available to the public I aho Id very 
much desire it. I wish to thank you for your tine end trouble in this 







Youre in Christ, 
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r i kave reeelTttd yoor letter 6i March 3^ 1959, '...: 

containing jour inqoiries regarding the National Council of 
Churches of Christ In Amorlca aikl offlcers ol tiiat organisation. : 

While I would like to be of serrlee, the fraction 
of this Bureau as strictly a fact-gathering agency does not extend 
to making evaluations or clearances of IndlvldoalSj publications 
or organizations. Famishing data of the type yoo requested vould. 
In effect, constitute an anproval or disapproval of tlie groiqw and 
Individuals you named; therefore, I am mahle to be of assistance to 
you. I do hope you vUl oet Infer In this CMUMCtlon either that we do 
or that «e do BOt have the Informatloa you desire In our files. 



SQMM - ILBl 
MAILED 20 



Sincere 70vrs» 
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NOTE: Correspondent is poi identifiable In BiifUesc^ 
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iquirles ofa similar Bature,relatiiig to^e j^A^c^al Council of \ 
Churches and soixie of the members hejuuned, aiid uieyTblarff beeni given a \ 
reply similar to this ohe.;;^We know Edgar C. ^un^y^a^abriplent f 

anticommunist writer who is extreme in Ids comgientBiuid takes considerable 
literary license in his remarks regarding personi'he believes to be communisti 
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Mr« J»£dgar Hoover 
F«B.I. Director 



March 14,1959 




Dear Sir: 

Please accept sm aincerest thanks for the frankness 
and clarity of your statement nutde In tte F.B.I. 's Law 
Enforcement Bullrtin, on "Delinquent Parents", reported 
in our local newspaper • 

The purpose of 07 writing is to get as complete a 

report on tte history and activities of the National 

Ccnincil of^hzistian Churches as possible • 

1* Was the Federal Council of Churches ever considered 
a "Connuniet Front?" 

2. Who were the men then, or, and, i|io are they now if any, 
%dio have totalitarian or theologically and philosoph- 
ically naturalistic views? -^n 

3. What are factual findings on th e National Council 

of Churches? 



4* What ±8 your personal conviction, pleas.?//,/. ^tj A ^ 

REO-44 /^-___-^^^^ 

I am raising these questions out of personal concern'^ "- — ^ 
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and considerable public interest. 
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Tkank you most klndljr for your InfOTmatiGai* 
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- Mr, Simpson 
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ffarcli 23, 1959 








Yoar letter dated March 14, 1959, luis been recelTed, 
and the BotiTe which proipted yoitr coMnnlcatien is appreciated. 



While I vonld like to be of assistance, the fanctioa 
of the FBI as a fact-gathering agency does not extend to 
famishing evalnations or conaents concerning the character or 
integrity of any indiTidnal, organisation or pnblication. 
Ftarthersore, inforaation in the files of this Bareaa is 
Maintained as confidential and for official vse only in 
accordance vith a regnlation of the Departsent of Justice. 
I regret, therefore, that I am vnable to comply vith yoor 
request for inforpation. ..vy -.-vv ■■•#-■.. •^. ■ 

I am snre yon will understand the necessity for this 
policy and will not infer froa my inability to be oflassistance 
that we do or do not have in onr files the infonatiwi yoo 
desire. * ::; 

I aa indeed gratefol for yoar kind conawn^s 
■y article in the March, 1959, issae of the *FBI Law 
Bolletin.* , ,.r,..-..,^. 
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Director 
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:\'i: 



loom jT I t%ir '»:; ''.•--'/-^•^ 

on p. ^ , ,T ^^t'^^^C 




^ '.■^\'^-'':^' il'^K'K 



m 










'■■r-r:i '-^* '" V- 






- . ^f -f' ■ .-. / 



■yr y .. ; '. j 



ATTENTION: SAC. Okiahoma Citv 

Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's communication. 
Buf iles contain no identifiable data concerning the correspondent. 

CiJ Buf iles contain some derogatory information concerning 
r^he Egderal fminrn nf Chnrrhps, later incorporated into the 
"National Council of Churches of Christ in America; hoivever, much 
of this Information xarac-fromrivalr-€httrch'^oups. Inquiry 
limited to contacts with informants in New York City in 1950 
reveaDed no information indicating any communist or subversive 
influence on the part of any persons affiliated with this group. 
The Bureau receives numerous inquiries from correspondents inquiring 
whether this organization is communistic. (100-50869) 

The above is furnished for your information only. 



NOTE ON YEU.OW! ..:■■■.-..,, .f-. ■■■;.■, ^.^rrrr--,.:- ,^,.^^,j .:.-.^,.^..r.. 

Correspondent expresses his thanks for the Director's 
frank statement in the "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin* on . 
•Delinquent Parents," reported in his local newspaper (He has 
reference to the Director's editorial in the March, 1959. issue 
of the "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin"). He requested to be 
advised if the Federal Council of Churches was ever considered 
a communist front, the identity of the men in the organization 
who have totalitarian views, the "factual findings" on the 
National Council of Churches and information as to the Director's 
"personal convictions." 

^ ' Due to the numerous similar requests concerning the 
National Council of Churches and the fact it Is becoming a 
rather controversial organization among church groups, it is 
believed the above reply will best serve the interests of the ' 
Bureau. - •' ■ •- •; ; : -. ,; :■'..■■• : . •-• iv ■■ /;■ ■•••..■•-.■'■■.■■•■ 
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Mr* J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D, C, 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

There has been a stream of slanderous material 
coming to my attention charging the\NatJLonal,^ouncil^ of 
Churche.g^in the U.S.A. with communistic tendencies, Vtc. 
Since many of our churches are involved in co-operative 
work through the National Coiincil of Churches, I wonder 
if you could give me the result of your findings in this 
area: 

1. Is the leadership of the National 
Coiincil of Churches under suspicion 
by your department, either as a 
whole or as individuals? 

2. Have the investigations concerning 

Communism and the Communist Party 
and its members revealed affiliations 
with such on the part of the leaders 
of the National Coiincil? 

While there is a delicate shading of church and 
state relationship involved here, however, the findings 
of your office, either in favor of or against the above 
mentioned matters, iwuld be of help to me and the leaders 
of our congregation in the future. 

We have no desire to be affiliated with any 
organization affiliated with the Communist Party. On the 
other hand, we do not propose to be victims of a smear cam- 
paign, which would do tremendous damage to innocent parties. 
We need to know the truth in the matter and I belifye tl^t r> 
you have at your disposal some facts ^^^/Jf^ oii^ly t o ^^ w^ ^ 

With every good. wlsh,_I. remain ,, ^,(^R 34 ,,53 ' 
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Your letter dated March 16 , 1959« has been 
receiyedy and the aotive «hich prpmpttd yonr coMnnication 
is appreciated, ,..'y ■■" _.-"■- '.,; 

While I vonld like to be of assistance, the function 
of the FBI as a fact-gathering agency does not extend to 
famishing evalnations or coments concerning the character 
or integrity of aiqr individoal, organization or pnblication, 
Furthemore, inforaation in the files of this Borean is aain- 
tained as confidential and for official nse only in accordance 
with a regulation of the Departnent of Justice. I regret, 
therefore, that I vm mable to conply vith your request. 

I aa sure you will understand the necessity for 
this policy and will not infer from ay inability to be of 
assistance that we do or do not have in our files the infor- 
mation you desire. 
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Director 
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NOTE TO. JACKSONVILLE . ' CONTINUED 7..- i^Kk^^-. ■:^.. 'r^t^-': v|.r^ •;:: ■^. ■; ; .: [^:. ' ^ 

Bufilies contain some derogatory information eohcerning 
the Federal Council of Churches, later incorporated into the > 
National Council of Churches of Christ in America; however, much 
of this information came from rival church groups. Inquiry 
limited to contacts with informants in New York City in 1950 
revea&d no information indicating any. communist dr subversive 
influence on the part of any persons affiliated with the group. 
The Bureau receives numerous inquiries from correspondents 
whether this organization is communistic. (100-58869) 

The above is furniisfhed for your information only. 

NOTE0N_mi.wi::-7'^^v./^^ 

Correspondent has received considerable material 
charging the National Council of Churches with communist tendencies, 
He inquires whether the leadership of the organization is under 
suspicion by the FBI and whether our investigations hare revealed 
any communist affiliation on the part of the leaders of the 
organization. r 

Due to the numerous similar requests regarding the 
National Council of Churches and the fact that it is becoming ^ 
a rather controversial organization among church groups, it 
is believed the above reply will best serve the interests of 
the Bureau. 
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Yoor letter dated April 7, 1959, has been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, the function ol 
this Bureau as strictly a fact-gathering agency does not eictend to 
furnishing evaluations or clearances of any organization, puUicatioi 
or individual. Fumisliing data of tlie type you desire would. In effect, 
constitute an approval or disapproval ctf the group in tpiestion. And I 
am unable to answer your inquiry. Ko inference, cl course, should 
be drawn eitherikat we do or that we do not have InformatiCMi In our 
files pertainin^^i^«ie subject of your communicatlQQ. 

r^^^ Sincerely yoiiri, 




S« Sdgi^ Boozor -. 

^ohn Edgar Hoover 
- . Plrectdr . 
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received. 



Tour letter ^bted ^ril 24, 1959, has been 



Although I m>uld like to be of service, the 
function of this Bureau as strictly a fact-gathering agency 
does not extend to furnishing evaluations or clearances of 
any organization, publication or incfividual. 1^\imishing data 
of the ^rpe you requested would,. in effect, constitute an approval 
or disapproval of the group in question, and I am unable to 
answer your Inquiry. I hope you will not infer from my inability 
to be of aid either that we do or that we do not have information 
in bur files alcmg the lines yew mentioned. :^ 
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MCn Slncerdly yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
. Dlrectiir r 
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Belmont . 
DeLooch , 
McGulre .. 

Mohr 

Parsons .. 

Rosen 
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interdenomJUiaUoiial : V 
NOTE: Because of the great/dissension cqnceminjg; the National 
Gtouncll of Churches, ^^^ ft ^iy wltt^^rot has been forwarded 
in the past in response to'MiiBCl inquiries. Spelling of last 
name verified by telephone dlrf^tax^^&M^ck. 
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There has been quite a little comnent In the daily papers and 
/yjthe magazines regarding the stand taken several months ago by the 

National^Coimcil ctf ^Chu^^^ iiL±he U.S.A. with reference to Red China. 

At the time it was stated that the^ational Coiyw represented 

39,000,000 Protestants, and the Council was in favor of^ainitting Red China to 
the United Nations. ^^^^^^^^^^^^_ 

I happen to be a protestant and a member of the ^^^^^BBj^^^^yE^ sbyteri ^n 
Church of this city. At this time and for the past 36^^c^^ffia^HSeen a 
member of the Session, which is the governing body of our church. Our Church along 
with many others contribute each year to the support of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in U S A. 

In the minds of many of us there are doubts regarding this organization and 
we are wondering if the National Council of Chruches of Christ In USA is in any >*-^ 
tainted with comnunism or if it has shown sympathies in that direction. If so, the 
least we could do would be to withdraw our support. 

. Believing that you have all of the facts pertaining to the National Council of 
ChurclieB of Christ in USA, if you could see your way clear to do soi we wouj-d 
apnreclate your advising if this organization is regarded l^ you; (l) as Communistic, 
(2) associated with organizations that are known to be comniunistic, or (3) has 
this organization on its working or advisory staff men and or women who are 
recognized or suspected as communists. Information of any kind that you might give 
to us us, win be appreciated. 

Our country is now at the cross-roads and it behooves every patriotic 
rj.Am^ricjan,to„ stand up and be coimted. 

_^ Thanking you in advance for your kindness, I am, 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



HEilHIN IS pCLASSIFJEl 



Very truly yours. 
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yToor latter ibted May i, li», luui bitii received. - 

Althoiigii X would like to te ei eerlrice, the JBinwUoa 
of this Bureau as strictly a fact-gatherlag agency does not esttend 
to furnishing STaluations or clearances erf any organisatloa, publi- 
cation or Individual. Furnishing data oC the type you requested 
would. In effect, constitute an approval or disapproval of the 
group you named, and I cannot be of help to you. I hope that you ' 
will not Infer In this connection either that we do or that we do 
not have daU In our files relating to your laqiUrles. v; ^ 

■ ■-. ■-. -; ^v. ^ ■ ■■ ■■;■;■ i" r-' \ '■ -: M **■ 

' Sincerely yours, ^ ^ ^ 

WRMATIONCOMTAINED :>:;;. ->^» ^ 
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Hay 18,1959 / 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Attention: iSr» Hoover 
Vashington^O.C. 



Dear Sir: 



In a recent letter ,irtiich you duly answered, I inquired 
concerning the waWonal Council of Churches, 

From your letter I realized that I had raised ay questions 
in a %«y that made it inpossible for you to answer, especi- 
ally «dien I asked your opinion. 

Please permit ae to re-phra«e ny question aixi I will deeply 
appreciate your answer. "Has the Federal Council or any one 
of it»e meobers, or the National Council and any of it's 
present neabers ever been publicly indicted, and, or, con- 
victed of subversive activities?" 

Hoping to bear ftram you, 

XtriNFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Dear] 

^^^^^^^^ -. ^ -.'*•.■•■• ''■■-■ •<-..- *^ 

Tonr letter dated Iby 18, 1959^ tea been V"^ ^ 

recelTed. ;■.>, =^ . ■'.-• -v^ v,^.^-v,-. ,%::..'= > -i^. v-i^ '■■■••^■: ■-^•' -"•■^■••• 

Whiiie 1 folly api»reclate your iiitereat aa ' ' ' ' 
well as your consideration in rephrasing your question, 
I an, nevertheless « srecluded froa responding. As you 
were Inforsed in mj letter of Ihrch 23^ 1959, Infom- 
tion in the files of this Bareau is Balntained as 
confidential and available for official nse only in 
accordance with a regulation promlgated bj the 
Departaent of Justice* I aincerely regret, therefore, 
that I aa unable to be of aerrice by providing tbe ^^ ^ 
inforaation you have recjuested* 
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Correspondent's letter 3-14-59 requested to be 
advised if the National Council of Churches was ever 
considered a communist front* the identi'^ of the men in 
the organization who have totalitarian views* the "factual 
findings" on the organization and information as to the 
Director*s "personal convictions," Bulet 3-23-59 advised ' 
him the Bureau could not evaluate Or comment upon the 
integrity or character of any individual^ organization or 
publication and information in the files of the FBI is 
■ confidential . . ' ; . • v. . ■ ■-. v^ ; . -^j. ■ '^:- ■' 

' Correspondent now writes tiiat he realizes his " -^ ^: 
first letter has raised questions in a way which made it 
impossible for the Bureau to answer. He now requests to 
be advised whether the Federal Council of Churches or any 
one of its members, or the National Council of Churches 
and any of its present members have ever been publicly: 
indicted or convicted of subversive activities. ;: 

The Federal Council of Churches was later incorporated 
into the National Council of Churches. In recent years we 
have received numerous inquiries concerning communist connections 
of the group^ and the organization has become an extremely 
controversial matter among various church groups. We have not 
investigated this organization; however* we did make some 
inquiries of informants in New York City in 1950 which did 
not reveal any communist or eubversive Influences on the part 
of persons affiliated with the organization at that time. 

Due to tlw extremely lirbad niature of correspondent's 
inquiries and the controversial nature of the National Council 
of Churches^ it is believed desirable to reiterate the 7 : 
confidential nature of Bufiles.- i"; ; • ^ r-j-^^^'-X^' ■■'■;■ 
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/ f%OU 



TEEISdRECTOR 



J. P. MOHR 



DATl: VLWy 7, 



•UBJKT: 
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THE CONORESaONAL RECX)RD 




In Ttnnlny tha Congressloiud lUcord tor Wednesday, May 6 
1959, the following item conta^|;B«d therein pertaining to the FBI has bean 
marked tor your att^tlcm. 

Pages g798-6801. Oongresaman WiUiama, (D) Mississippi, i 
pointed o«it that "Circuit Riders, lae. , Iws perlermed a great puUic eerrlce by 
analyzing the left-wing front alfiliatians ofthoae in attendance at the Fifth World 
Order Study Confra^ce held la Cleyeland, t>hi0, Noreinber 18-21, 19M, under 
the au^ices of thfrijj ^gial QpuncU orChurc hesofCh riiBt in the U n ited States of 
America. " Mr. WHnamii wait on to stiUe "BecAuse many innocenTpersons are 
quite oftoi taken in by organizations with high-sounding labels and purportedly 
lofty purposes, I think it appropriate to incorporate in the Record the Circuit 
Riders* analysis of the aferemmtioned grovq;). Perhaps it will serve to mlighten 
Americans to the true pui^iose of organizations such as the one discused therein. " 
It is stated in this analysis "Among the thousands of Protestant clergnrmen wlio 
have joined or otherwise supported the long list of Conunnnist peace fronts during 
the past 40 years, one name stands out above all the others; namely, A. J. 
Muste. - - - Two years ago, A J. Muste got up a delegation for the purpose of 
obsi^rvlng i& procedures of the Communist Party's 10th national convention, 
February 9-12, 1957. The press was barred from the deliberations of the 
I<ci«diug Communists, but Muste and his fellow observers were cordially' welcomed. 

The work of the Muste delegation drew the following comment froiB Mr. J. 

Edgar Hoover: 'The Communists boasted of having impartial observers cover thaj » 

^ convention. However, nu>st of these so-called impartial observers were 'JJ 

handp^^b fefore the. convention started and were reportedly headed by A J. -JEi 

' ^""^'^nir.V J7'^' '■ /T '■' ' *^* ^^nTTTilfftff Muste' s report cm the conventiofC 
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:r. z^. -c-dgt l' Hoover, 
Federal 3^,u'aau of Invest i^at Ion 
"'ashingtor* , T. C 

3ear Sir: 

I^ ohe jourae of ^he last ft.v months c^ontroversies have 
• '•. e up In our cl.urch ijroup* i iiave become oompletely oonfusefi and 
believe % few answers f 'on you "^lll help dlreot ray thinkin;; and 
actions in ways w'nl.V' w' 11 *-end to p:'e3erve our beloved Aoserloan 

•v^:. :.f life. 





*^e ^ lae and oxj family , are followers of t;i« vJongrejeatlcnal 
•'huroh; m^ liueband is a veteran of ^vc>rld ^ar I; we are long time 
loen^brs of l;he Arnerioan ijegion and Auxillai^; have -vorked in looal 
groups, duch as CUrl pcouts, ^oy scouts and parent Teacher Assoola tlon; 
our daugliter is a govemraeri employee Ir •fashingtcr and our son is Just 
rjtnpletlng a -^our enlistri^ent Iji thf united qtateh Navy» We all lore 
our present 'inerlcan forr;. of ^oTrfmin^nt ana are ready to defend it 
against anything or anv- ne trying to exchange our way o"* life for 
eomnnnism. 
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''e, of our churoh/ are without a minister Just now^ 



it 



*he prooess of chatting a now one* ^e have been get:,lng lite^t^Lre 
^iirougn ^\=» ::iaro>i office , advising us to stop s^apporting th eS<lftional 
; 0^0 noil .f jh nrjlies whic' 
"('our'*'* ^ 
t > underiflin* cur Amerioun wfcy of life we so aiuch en Joy • 






__^^^^__^ ^^ olaimed sprung up after the Federal fan 

yr ^hurohes ended r)eoember T^ I960, and the former is endearoriig q 
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Our lltaruwura 3cBtl?:ied a'^ove Is coming from the ^fBmriomn S 

Counoll rif whrlBtlan rjli^rol*®** 15 ^^^' How, K«w YorX, 38, Tf. y.t th« § 

whrlstian !)eao7r^ pu>:ll8hel in CoUin^awood., Tf» J*; The faooma Bi^le S 

^resh/terian Churoh^ ftlTiatvB I^*tee A 9f-. y Street, Tkeoaa S. laahinctowP 
and The firing Line, pntttiMA^^.-^ i£f\Jtij^rifil^¥IJ^tgT9n 9: 

I hare been reotmnltiyi i m i iS S^'^-^-'^ regiil&rlr'*' 
TTnlted Churoh Her«ld alid J|Hllp|i« Uonaronlty all of 
bj TTnlted CJhuroh of flhrlst, whioh la the outtorae of a 
Congresstlonal Christian chxurohes ao4 the Braai^elloa' 
Chiirohes* I have just returned 
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at tifiis eonfei^noe^ it mmmtM toSM 



14. m tb9t« 
our mtttatioa 



it 



Churchet held in Sleff^lre, ifontana^ Trom Wiy 11 
T)ublioat.ioh« and at «i8 oonferanoe, it ••«»• to^ 
coRtii^lly dipeotad along the lines of the prognui reooaaended hy 
th4 Na^.ion^l Council of c^^^^^^l^^** ^^^^ main speaker at the Confertaoe was 
Dr. Tleiiry Smith Lelp^^r, Seey* Wtorld flounoil of (Jhupohea^ retired* 
I oannot go alc^ng with their reoommeadation of reooginlsing 
red China, and disposition of the problems of the Jewish people^ 
as well as otVer political iesnes whljh I heliere are out of line 
for cihuroh work. There are many other pfople in our church who 
are looking for answers to the saae questions that I as* our pwople 
in ^hls Livingston ohuroh are in danger of beooalng divldwd* 

Can you aflvise what course to follow thut will be most effective 
in p^eBervln^ our preoloxxft ^-Maerioan heritage? is the American Council 
of Christian Churches a dependable source of information, and the 
Ame>loan Legion publication? 




V 



\U 



ainoerely y ours 




"^^ 



T^ 



v^^. 



vs:^--- 



V;H-Jf : 



•'^il 



V, . 



<r<:. 















i wli V i r . V ... >f ;. ri - . rti- ii i ifc- 



?5^ - iMr. Simpson 



7 '■ 



/^ 



lb 



r^f(^1 



May 27. 1959 



L^">i 




\)^^ 



^ 






? 3spn 

Trotter 

fele. Hooir. 

HolJor.jn 




Yotir letter dated Nay 16, 1959, has been 
received, and the aotive which prompted yoar cowiimi- 
cation is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the 
function of tlie KlU as a fact-gathering agency does not 
extend to fumishinj: evaluations or coaorcnts concerning 
the character or intejTity of any individual, publication 
or organization. Furthcrwore, inforoiation in the files of 
the FBI is maintained as confidential and available for 
official use only in accordance with a regulation of the 
Departnent of Justice, I regret, therefore, that 1 aa 
unable to furnish you inforaation concerning the organi- 
zations you nentioned. 

1 would also like to advise that 1 do not believe 
it would be proper for ae as Director of the FBI,rtAtrictly 
an investigative agency, to reconaend a course ^f actioir* 
to be followed by aeabers of your church. L- 

Sincerely yours, -; 



sm 
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MAILED b 

MAY 2 7l9':9 

COMM-FBI 



C33 ^ — 



fl« Sdgar Hooves 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



r\J 
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SEE NOTE TO BIHTE, PAGE TW 
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Enclosed for your information is a copy of 
correspondent's vonununicat ion, Bufiles contain no 
ident if i '•hie data concerning the correspondent. 

Tin American Council of Churches has not been 
inve.stigateu by the Bureau, Bufiles reveal that we have 
had cordial relations with this organization in the past 
and considerable correspondence of a cordial nature with its 
various officersc (^M-37557) 

Dufile.s reveal certain derogatory information 
concerning the Federal Council of Churches' later incorporated 
into the National Council of Churches of Christ in America, 
However, much of the information came from rival church 
groups. Investigation limited to contacts with informants 
in New York City in 1950 revealed no information indicating 
any communist or subversive influence on the part of any 
persons affiliated witli the group, (100-50869) 

NOTE ON YELLOft: 

Correspondent advises that her church is in the 

?rocess of getting a new minister, Thev have been receiving 
iterature which criticizes the National Council of Churches 
for undermining the American way of life. Much of this 
literature is coming from the American Council of Churches^ 
other church organizations and the American Legion publi- 
cation, the *Firinc Line," She and other members of the 
church are confused and are looking to the Bureau for 
assistance. She requests to be advised of the course to 
follow that will be most effective in preserving our American 
heritage. She also inquires whether the American Council 
of Churches and the American Legion publication are dependable 
sources of information. 
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Tour letter dated June 3, 1959, with enclosoies, 
has been received.^'. -. •;■. :*\'.'^>/j.'. ... --';■:' '-'.' -'': ..,..: .<,v::-V - ^r, >■ -.■ -•;. 

Although I vbold like to be of service, the fanction /" 
of this Boreau as strictly a fftct-gathering agency does not extend 
to furnishing evaluations or clearances of any individoal, organization 
or publication. Furnishing data of the type you desire woul^ in 
effect, constitute an approval or disapjproval of the persons and 
group you named, and I am unable to help you. I hope that you 
vill not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do ttpt 
have in our files the specific information you desire. Tour 
enclosures are being returned. " - / . . ;.. 







^CIINFORMATION CONTAINE&ncsrely r»iirs, 

DAT£ /^//^ BYJM 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



^ / 



■■> i^^-: 



■r,:'J^i^'mf f Olson 1 
•a$=;eSi;*i!" keLoact 




Loach 
IcGuiie . 
lohr 



Endbsures (^ :^; 

VSeli-addressedenuelOTe (too small to util^^^ 
;/ jCJapping entitled "Th^h urches and the National Conscience" by Edwin T^ 
^ '^Dahlberg from "T^e^^urch Womaff* "^Aprn^^iBSS: :. _ ~ : "'. 
Lef^rto correflnondeifrctoleff 4-'t0-59'ftom 'VThe Church Woman" 
LeUer tofll^^pdated 4-22-59 from iK^^Tattonal Council of the Churches 

S.A., 



of Chri 






•'"■-.^H>"'*vV.*'*otter . 



NOTE: ^^merous citizen Inquiries are received relative to persons affiltatetJ 
- with thf^H^ifll rm]j;xrj1 nfTihlirch^P and replies similar to above have been 
~^ DCL:cfn . given in yiei]k^i fcW ^(1 Lf^ ^ 



1 .-•>^,V\r;V:'.f \C. Sulliv| 
i/le. Rooi 



:tJ^f (3)Mf 



•'■:_.;^y\ '.:;V^'^' ^ YUoman 
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SAC, ^«9al Attach§, Tokyo (l05»102l) 
Director, FBI (^00^50869) ,' 

^ CSICOii IMFILTRATIOM Of - . 

UATIOMAL COatCIL OF CEUSCESS /' : 



June 17, 1959 



REGI S TERED MAIL 



dated 



S/ii(}%if^ ^° *^® translation which you requested tgr letter 



= The contents thereof , where pertinent, aust be reported 
imder appropriate captions and afforded whatever InvestlMtlw 
attention Is necessary. 7. i.'v 
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■:*..v ■;-■-»-■/.- 7. 
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^ Disposition of the foreign language material submitted in 
this conWtion 1^ iset forth below:.; ,;, /I J j JJ| 
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Belmont . 
DeLoach 
McGulre . 

Mohr 

Parsons . 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 




ent direct) 



W.C. SMilivan_ 

Tele/Room 

Hollpman 

Ga/dy — ,^ /\ MAIL ROOl 
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lATIOK COMTMREO 



RECORD^ 
to JUN 22 1959 



liaison Unit without enclosure (route througTTyor 

review) 
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June 11, 1959 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 



A^ 




permlssable for you to give it to me. 

- ~ During the past couple of months the members of the 
j official board of First Christian have been receiving 

; literature, from the Circuit Riders, of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
V with information claiming that th ^ational Counc il of 

the Churches of Christ is a communist iront organization. 

Now, the problem is this - we support the National Council 
of Churches and since this information has been circulated 
it is causing quite a discussion among our members and 
could result in a division among us. If the National Coun- 
cil is subversive I think our people should know it; if it 
is not, what is the purpose and motive of the Circuit Riders' 
According to the National Council they are not subversive. 
How am I to know who and what to believe? Where can I go to 
get the most authoritative information? 

If you can help me I would appreciate it. 

inriNFORMATION CONTAINED 

HFfiuj is u;'icLAss:FiEa 
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\P^ ^ - Mr. Simpson 
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•- 4 :^ ^^' letter dated Jooe 11, 1959, has been 
recelYed, and the interest which pnnuted yonr coHunl- 
cation is indeed a|>preciated. T . ^w-wn* 

V \ * -.1 J?**!* L?**"*** ^*'^« ^® ^« o' assistance, the 
^N^ Sjf^**!^'*^ ^^^* J?^ •* a fact-gathering agency d^s not 
\^ extend to furnishing evaluations or consents concernimr 

Q \>N]^ll*«S'^''?*^^!r "*■ *2S*«i:*^ ®' *"y individual, publication 
^ ^ ^J !JfS"«j;!i2°S '^ri*?"^' infontttion in the files 
lH ^S S£i^4* ^K?".*? Maintained as confidential and available 
^> S^.®5^Jv'**S o^'lcial use in accordance with a regulation 
c^ ^ I'-^Sn^K?;*?*"* ^( Justice. I regret, therSf ore, that 
< ^ LS?™?^^**J® co^ly with your request for informatite 
:>- concerning the oi^anisations you Mentioned , " -. 




#«• *vj ^1?" ""'S y??.'*^^ understand the necessity v^^ 
for this policy and will not infer fron ay inability ta 
be of assistance that we do or do not have in our files 
the infonaation you desire* r^ 

__ ' J "■ "^s® unable to suggest with whoa you aa^ 
correspond to secure the desirednnfonation. : / 
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Tolson 

Belmont _ 
DeLoach , 
McGuire _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tamra 



MAILED 4 , 

JUN181959 

COMM*FBI 



t- 1 ■-/ > . 



■ Sincerely yours , : ; 

John Edgar Upovvf r^ B I 

DirtctOT ""^'-O-jQ 



Trotter _____^ 

W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Holloman __^^ 
Gandy 



1 - Houston (SEE H(M *^ 9WST;|pj^^PAGE Vlfl^in 

'1/ ^ O 



SEE NOTE. ON YELLWfJ PME^liO u^r 
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ATTENTION; SAC, wms^e^ 



:_^'?:^. 



V^Z **-*•*-?* 5"at«HIrIiig xne pastsevera^monxn^^ffl^HR 
nS?«''®ffr®^ literature from Circuit Riders, Cincinnati: 
^Krr\ f"««i"« ^^^^ the National Council of 'Churches ' 
(NCC) is a communist front. This information is causine 

CSSii^^tSL^L^^*/^-*^ ^"^^^''si^e. the church members 
f!lS"iL^"**^ i*;.?^».*^,.?<>t, she inquires as to the purpose 

i?*'irinJ®«2L^^''f''*^ ^i^^^'l* She states the NCC cfaSs^ 
it is not subversive and, therefore, how is she to know 
whom and what to believe! She inquires where she can Lt 
the most authoritative iiformat ion. ^** 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data concemini; 
the correspondent. Circuit Riders is an organization of 

iSmicS SM^^£2Si^i.^"j:E'» ^^ose objective frtScSmbat 
communism in the Methodist Church. Its execitive director 
IS w, o.uiwian with whom the Bureau has enjoyed cordial 
relations for several years.' (62-99405) ' ' 

i«n.Hr,-«« ™o®*^®"^ y®**" the Bureau has received numerous 
iS32i^^®!*^®"v®"*i"S communist connections of the NCC and the 
organization has become an extremely controversial one 
252?S,)^fI-®"* church groups. We have not investigated the 
?n^S;ii'^?^^2"A.5**'?''®fA.!!!« ?*^ "^^e inquiries of informants 
in New York City in 1§50 which did not reveal any communist 
S^S^Sif^*''® influences on the part of persons affiliated 
with the organization at that time. (100-50869) -^ 



■ -.^...■^^ 
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NOTE ON VHLLOW : 

. : Due to numerous simiiarinauiries received ^'^^^^^^^ • 
concerning the NCC and the fact it is becbmini IcSntroversial 

?ef!;"i?rSesHfr55"js^ ^^^"p*' i^ is bSiSfed Jh^bo^r"^ 

reply will best serve the interests of the Bureau. 
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STAfAAilO FORM NO. 64 



0^^ Alem^andum • united s#:es government 
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NMbhi 



Director, FBI (lOO-SOeeDhp^r- 
Legatj Tokyo (105^1022^^.' 
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SUBJECT: CHICOM INFILTRATION OF 
/, NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
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IS - CH 



LTB: 6/30/59 
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June 21, 1959 



Mi; 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

I wonder if you would be kind enough to send me 
what information you may ha^e on the status of an 
organizption known as, The^ational Council of 
Churches of _Chris t.. U. S. A. th£T^organIz*atTorrwas 
fo^rm ally "known as, The Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ, U.S.A. It has been headed by a Baptist 
preacher, Dahlberg. 

Do you have a list of the subversive organizations 
in our country? 

I would appreciate any information you may have in 
regard to these persons. 

Sincerely, 
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A^ 



IITOMATI 




AIL INTORMATION CONTAINED 
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Tour letter postmarked June 24, 1959, has beoi 




Tolson _ 
Belmoni . 
De Loach 
McGuite . 

Mohr 

Poisons . 

Rosen 

To mm 

Trolte 



For your information, the fonctton of this Bureau as 
strictly a fact-gathering agency does not extend to making evaluations 
of individuals, publicaticus or organizations. Furnishing data of the 
type you requested would, in effect, constitute an approval or disap- 
proval of the organization yon named; therefore, I am unable to answer 
your inquiry. Please do not infer in this connection either that the 
files of the FBI do or do not contain the information yon desire. 

If you wouM Uke to Secure a copy of the list of organi- " 
zations which have been cited by the Attorney General as coming within 
the purview of Executive Order 10450, your request should be submitted 
to the Subversive Organizations Section, btemal Security division. 
United States Dep artment of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. 

' MA1UQ& 



JUL 2 1959 
Gam-FBI 



Sincerely yours. 



ft-^lf^-A-*!^ 



«■ '- 



:r. s .:2 




John Bdgar, Hpove^ ^ ^ ' 

NOTE: Numerous ^igAn inquiries have been received concerning the 
National and FederalArPtincils of Churches of Christ, and above reply has 




^ 






been forwarded in the past. 
DCL:dmi'J^ ALL INFOR 

E10EJUL '^'M^ \mm \ ' 



Holiomofi , 
Gandy 
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4936 30th^ac« ^^^^^i^ation 



^a^hingtoniorc. 



^ear Mr. ifoo 



verj 
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leaders, neata ^*^°'^1 '=o^°^o'?°'' ««^i^ 
presently dir«o+- ^^^^on and tha ^°^ 7°" have 
*i°n and i?3 ie\^°"^^^" ^^^ivSe's o? KTu'^^^^ conceited 

required. "^^ Pay for these ^?-^^ ^^ *« their '^^^ ^ ^ 

""* oi course, if 
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T Olson 

Belmont _ 
De Loach . 
McGuire _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tamra 



Tour letter dated Joly 21, 1959, has been received, 
and the interest vfiich prompted year communication is Indeed 
appreciated. 

Althoui^ I would like to be of senrice, the function of : 
this Bureau as strictly a fact-gathering agency does not extend to 
furnishing evaluations or clearances (rf any individual, organization, 
or puhliration. Furnishing data of the type you desire would, in effect, . 
constitute an approval or disapproval of the groups you named; there- 
fore, 1 am unable to answer your inquiries. Please do not infer in this 
connection either that we do or do not have in our files the specific 
information you desire. , ' - ^ .. 

If you would like to secure a copy of the list of organiaa- 
tions which have been cited by the Attorney General as coming within the 
purview of Executive Order 10450, your recjuest should be submitted to 
the Subversive Organisations Section, Internal Security Divisiion, . 
United SUtes Department of Justice, Washington 25, D. C« - - 



;.,• :- •*■• 



Sincerely yours. 



• . **4. , 



ALL'INFORIVIATION CONTAINED 

I'lEREIWSiiNCLA^ 

DAT&44^BY 

TSfOritl: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with 
(See next page for rest of Bureau note) 



JUL 3 0.1959 

PP.MM-F.EB 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room 

Holloman 



BDA:jep ^ / 

(3) ^-^ "^ 





^O^^^ ^^^ 



■- . . Kl * J . < < 



; .-''.-'v;:^ :; <*- ••- 



"- -"=^--^ - ^•^ '-'^' ^' '^^'' i ^ r^'wi;; ^'i*4^2cLi-*Aiii|^Mi:ii:ij2.lC ^^-i-^i:-:^:Li::t^L-^'i:i"-J.S/-!^- -*:/*:>'•; 






s!^ 



&m 



PB 



mm 










^^^t> 



\) 



(P 



BUREAU NOTE (CONTINUEP) 
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Flies 



iarid no record on the 

lai ine Circuit Riders is an bifaiuzaaOM Ot laymen from the 
MethodiBt Church whose objiective is to combat communism in the chiirch. 
The executive director is Mr. M. G. Lowman with khOm the Bureau has * 
enjoyed cordial relations for several years. (62-99405) 

We have not investigated the National Council of Churches (NCC); 
ItoWBver, inquiries of informants in New York City in 1950 did not reveal 
any communistic or subversive influence at that time. (100-50869) 
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b the United Statet of Ameria 

WASBINGTOM OFFICE 

Ul MARYLAND AVENUB. K B. 
WASUINCTON X. D. C. 

August 14, 1959 




Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Tbe Washington Office Committee 
of thIS atlonal Council of the C hurdig&, 
of Christ in the U. S. A. is happy to 
place in your hands a new folder which 
we hope wili help you in utilizing the 
liaison and information'servlces made 
available by this Office. 

In addition to our own Office Staff, 
you will note the listing of the Divisions , 
General Departments and Executives of 
. the National Council with continuing 
interests in many aspects of the life and 
wc^ of the U. S. Government. 

Please call on us for any service we 
may be able to render, addrewlng your in- ^ 
qulries to our Director , Fred SaCguschme yer, 




at the above address. 





Cordially, 



z dta...; 



Arthur ^^^lemmlng 
j^nalrman' 














lock'' t^-^ "■ •■^'■'-■- -**- ^^^y'^/^v^^^ifi^ -rr'^l 
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~* -vj^^i^^^"*"^ ^'^^.■'•^' V. i^"' 
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washPgton committee officers 

.1 

The Hon. Arthur S. Flemming, Chairman 
The Very Rev. Francis B. Sayrc.Jr., Vice Chairman 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OFFICERS 

Pr«i(Jent: The Rev. Edwin T. Dahlberg, Missouri 

y\u Presidents at Lirge; 
'•''nis Grace Athenagoras, Nfassachusetts 
/--^rs. Guy A. Bcnchoff, Virginia 
^^Arthur Gardiner Coons, California 

Francis S. Harmon, New York 

^' ules C. Parlin, New Jersey 
Vi^.ac^A Julian Smith, Illinois 
U^hari^P. Taft, Ohio 
*^rs. Theodore O. Wedel, Washington, D. C. 

Vi« Presidents /or Diuisions: 
*^ Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, Indiana 
\^ Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Washington, D. C. 
<^ The Rev. Virgil A. Sly, Indiana 
u^The Rev. Willard M. Wickizcr, Indiana 

v^harles E. Wilson, New York 

RecorJing StcrtXar^: 

^^'^TTie Rev. Norman J. Baugher, Illinois 



MEMBER CHURCHES 
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Baptist 

American Baptist Convention 
National Baptist Convention of America 
National Baptist Convention, U. S. A., Inc. 
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 

Brethren, Church of the 
ChristianChurches(DisciplesofChrist), International Convention 

Eastern Churches 
Armenian Church of North America, Diocese 
Greek Archdiocese of North and South America 
Remanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 
Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America 
Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church 
Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America 

Evangelical United Brethren Church 

Friends 

Five Years Meeting of Friends 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 

Lutheran 

Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 
American Evangelical Lutheran Church 
United Lutheran Church in America 

Methodist 
The Methodist Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

Moravian 

Moravian Church (Unitas Fratrum) 
Evangelical Unity of Czech Moravian Brethren in 
North America 

Pblish National Catholic Church of America 

Presbyterian 

Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 

United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 

E^otestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America 

Reformed 

Hungarian Reformed Church in America 
Reformed Church in AiAerica 

United Church of Christ ' 

(General Council of Congregational Christian Churches; 
Evangelical and Reformed Church) 

Tk«« loMmvMXxGn^ rcprwoit a total itumbcrdip 0/ 
approrimattly 39,000,000 pcrwu. 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 
o\ the 

NATIONAL COUNCIL of 
CHURCHES OF CHRIS1 

in tKe 
UNITED STATES OF AMERIC 




122 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 

Washington 2, D.C. 

LINCOLN 4-2350 



SERVICES 

of the 

WASHINGTON STAFF 



wsTiTUKNT Denominations 
National Council Staff 

Infonnation Concerning Congressional 
and Other Governmental Activities; 
Consultation and Coordination. 



NGRESS and Executive 
partments and Agencies 

Information Concerning the Churches: 
Their Organization and Programs; 
Liaison Arrangements. 



n-governmental Organizations 
the General EHjblic 

Information About the Council 
and Denominations; 
Cooperation. 



WASHINGTON OFFICE STAFF 

122 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington 2, D. C. 
LINCOLN 4-2350 

General Director, The Rev. Fred S. Buschmeyer 

Associate Director for consultative liaison services between the Churches, 

the Council, and the Federal Government, James A. Hamilton 

Assistant Director for gathering and editing legislative infonnation, Miss Nadine Blair 

NATIONAL COUNCIL STAFF WITH GOVERNMENTAL INTERESTS 

New York, N. Y. 



General Secretary, The Rev. Roy G. Ross, 
297 Fourth Avenue, Oregon 4-5000 

Associate General Secretary, R. H. Edwin Espy 

Associate General SecreUry, James W. Wine 

Assistant General Secretary, The Rev. Fred S. Buschmeyer , 
Washington Office 

Christian EJucation, The Rev. Gerald E. KnofF, 
257 Fourth Avenue, Oregon 4-6407 
Religion & Public Education, Rolfe Lanier Hunt 
Higher Education, The Rev. Hubert C. Noble 

Christian life & Work, C. Arild Olsen, 
297 Fourth Avenue, Oregon 4-5000 
International Affairs, The Rev. Kenneth L. Maxwell 
Pastoral Services, The Rev. Mark Shedron 
Racial & Cultural Relations, The Rev. J. Oscar Lee 
Social Welfare, The Rev. William J. ViUaume 
Church & Economic Life , The Rev . Cameron P. Hall 
Religious Liberty, The Rev. Claud Nelson 

Foreign Missions, The Rev. Luther A. Gotwald, 
156 Fifth Avenue, Chelsea 2-3230 
Africa, The Rev. Theodore L. Tucker 
Far East, The Rev. Wallace C. Merwin 
Latin America, The Rev. Howard W. Yoder 
Southern Asia & Near East, 
The Rev. Emil W. Menzcl 
Overseas Union Churches, The Rev. Raymond Gray 



Home Missions, The Rev. Jon L. Regier, 
257 Fourth Avenue, Oregon 4-6407 
Town & Country Church, Mrs. Ruth Robinson 
Urban Church, The Rev. Meryl H. Ruoss 
Church Building, The Rev. S. Turner Ritcnour 
Indian Work, The Rev. E. Russell Carter 
Migrant Work, Edith E. Lowry 

United Church Men, Mr. Samuel J. Patterson, Jr., 
257 Fourth Avenue, Oregon 4-6407 

United Church Women, Mrs. W. Murdoch N^cLeod, 
175 Fifth Avenue, Algonquin 4-7110 
World Relations, Mrs. Howard G. Hymer 
Social Relations, Eleanor French 

Ewngelism, The Rev. Harold H. McConnell, 
297 Fourth Avenue. Oregon 4-7128 
National Parks, The Rev. Warren W. Ost 

Churcli World Service, The Rev. R. Norris Wilson, 
215 Fourth Avenue, Spring 7-6300 
Public Relations. Gilbert E. Blackford 
Immigration Service, A. Roland Elliott 

Broadcasting €f Film Commission, The Rev. S. Franldin 
Mack, 220 Fifth Avenue, Oregon 9-2968 

Buroitto/Rcsearcli&Survey.TheRev. LaurisB. Whitman, 
297 Fourth Avenue, Oregon 4-5000 
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Yoar letter postaarked Augnst 15, 1959, lias been 
received, and the interest. vhich proapted jronr comBnnicatlon 
is indeed appreciated*: 

While I vdold like to he ef service, the fttaction 
of the FBI as ii fact-gathering agency does not extend to 
famishing evalnations or coHwnts concemiog the character 
or integrity of any individoal, publication or organization* 
I regret* therefore, that I an onable to coHply with your 
request for infonntion concemiog the organization yon 
Aenti<med* ' '■'"■■■■' . -'v-.- '/ 

The FBI does not prepare or Maintain lists of 
organisations such as yea desire* The Un-Aserican Activities 
Conaittee of the Ikiited States Boose of Representatives, 
however, has prepared and released a panphlet in vhich are. . . 
listed groims and periodicals irtiich have been cited If _ _; 
various state and Federal sgencies* This paBQ>hlet, entFll^^ 
*Gaide to Sohversive Organisations snd Publications,* mQ bA*'. 
purchased for thirty-five cents per copy by cu— imica^qg '^' 
directly with the fiperintendent of Docuaents, Ohited S&tea. 
Govemaent Frintiog Office. Comer IVorth Capitol andOPfiri^ts, 
Ifortfavest, Washington 25, o* C. iJj* ^ 



Mw^ assist in the pr«panitioir of • pn^gnui on the dangers o: 



It will not be possible for ae to recoHsend oe 
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cooannisa for presentation to your church group* I §a, 
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however, encloaiiis soae Batcrial tYailoble for general 
dlstrlbntloii by the FBI iblch aay be of essistance to 
you. 

Yonr kind personal reaarka are indeed gratify ins. 
and I tnist that ve in the FBI will continae to aerit your 
support* 

Sincerely years 9 



J. Edgar: Boojer 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures <7) • 

ATTBVTIQN: SAC. SAN AWTONTO 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the coirespondent. Correspondent requested to be advised 
if thg^^ational Council of Churches suppnrtft communist- 
backed orpin^ationsandirtiereshe^ obtain a list of 
communist organizations. She also requested assistance 
m the preparation of a program on the dangers of communism 
to be presented to her church group. She closed her letter 
with a prayer that the Director may enjoy a long life for 
continued service to God and the nation. 

_ ^ ^ The Bureau has conducted no active investigation V 
of the National Council of Churches; however, inquiries 
limited to contacts with informants in New York City in 
1950 failed to disclose any communist or subversive influences 
on the part of any persons affiliated with the council, 
liie Bureau receives numerous inquiries from individuals 
whether the organization is communistic. (100-58869) 

The enclosures to Bulet to the correspondent 
consist of the following publications: 

1. "Communism in the U.S.A.* 

2. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin ■ 
April, 1959 

3. ■What You Can Do To Fight Communism And Preserve 
America* 
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NOTE TO SAN ANTONIO. CONTTNTIRH 

5, "God or Chaos?* 

6, "Address of J, Edgar Hoover, Director, FBI, 
Before the National Convention of the American 
Legion, Atlantic City, New Jersey, September 19, 

7, "God and Country or Communism?* 
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Dear Mr, Hoover, 



V'^^ 




I write to you not only as Chief of the F.B.I, 
but also as a fellow Presbyterian. 

There has been quite a bit of discussion in our 
Church recently concerning the Nation Council of Churches. 
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. U.S., voted 
to remain in the Council, at least for another year. 

The question is, "Are some of the organizatbns the 
council supports Communist backed?* I have been told by 
reliable church people that it's true and by others, just as 
reliable, that it is not true. 

Even though we have a small church, apx. 40 members. 
It has been a question raised time and again. The only 
reliable place I knew to seek this information was from you. 

As a mother, Sunday School teacher, active W.O.C. 
member and just plain 100% American, I would appreciate any 
information concerning Communist organizations to beware of. 
Is there such a list available to the public? 



A great many people think that because we are such 
a small community, apx 120, we need have no fear of inflitrati 
by any communists. 

^^^^^^^^am program chairman for my church 
^■■^^^^Vand in starting to make plans f3 



ion 




1 starting to make plans for lyuu 1 WUU1( 
ram on the dangers of communism, to try 
think about this National problem. 



_ a program 
to get the group to " " 

Can you help me? 

May the Lord not cease to favour you with strength 
and courage and may it be His will that you have a long life 
ahead of you, for service to Him, and to your Nation. 
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September 14, 1959 









Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



o 



Can you tell me whether or not the " National Council 
of Churches" and/or the "World Council of Churches" ' 
HaveT)een'^tTie subject of any investigation by your 
bureau as to their relation to Communism? 

I am not asking for any details which you might not 
be in position to give, but would just like to know 
whether or not this question has been raised in con- 
nection with either of these organizations, 

I am enclosing a copy of this letter and would deeply 
appreciate it if you would turn the copy over to the 
Agency in Washington, whose address I do not have, 
charged with investigating any and all Unamerican 
activities, for their help in this matter. 

Incidentally and to both of you, this inquiry has to 
do only with whether or not these agencies merit the 
support of the church of which I am a mamber, and has 
nothing whatever to do with any question other than thati 

Also, tell me whether or not your records show this ques- 
tion having been raised about the "Federal Council of 
Churches", who superseded the National Council. 
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Your I«tter «W»d Sq»tem^ 

* « _, .^. ** '««Ponse to your Inqutry, I viadi to advise that tiie 
function of this Borema as strictly a fiUtitherlng igMcy ^,^ 
exteod to famishing •valuations dr dear^esS w^L^^ 

Sl^S^^t'^S**^^*^ W«rnumonin^lSs?fum^S?e is^ «> 
confidential and availablo ixa official saa imiv tiLi^^ 7.' ilw, ^ 
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« the FBI, together ilth some other pabUcatfoos of possible interSt^ou. 
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Tolson _ 
Belmont . 



Thp <»rt,^ «Ak '^^^ Communist "New Look" 

struggle on a New Plane *■ U "^ ^"«? rci 

ES= S-eV^ti*KfeL".iL^i;fJj".«fpo- to Similar .„,„,P.e, 

Rosen _ 
Tainm 

Trotte. 

W.C. Sullivan _ (3) 



since the Biirpa.rrt7rf^tfFv. t* Tt . ^*^^ '" reaponse to similar inquiries 
several y^a^*^ "^^ """^'^ Investigation concerning the group in question 
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Mr. DeLoa 
Mr. McGuir 




The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

SJr?^''' l^t^""^ B^^^ of Investigation 
ytn St. and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D. C. 

Ky dear Mr. Hoover: 

Alarmed by the 

-o^.9biarshaff. the] 

solved to "Make a ^, 
response to that resolution 
accon^Dlish this purpose. 




appointed a coamittee to 



Tour cooperation will be greaUy appreciated. 
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I have received your letter dated SepteBher\39» 
1959* and the interest which proopted ymir coBBunication 
is indeed appreciated, . fv^/^ •.,:•■ -^ ;">'-"■ ^'Z"^-' f'^rX ''■■\ 

IVhile I vonld like to be ef assistance j the \ 
function of the iVI us a fact-sathering agency does not ; 
ei^nd to famishing evaluations er coments concerning ^ 
thr character or integrity of any pablication* individual 
orrorganization* I regret* therefore, that I )ui unable 
o conaent upon the organization you Mentioned^ \ 

•* _:^_l_-r-. V.'- i-V-- :■.-'■ Sincerely y<Mirs'|^.'.j'i . y^>7, 
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^ ^ v^> Enclosed Is aT ccmy of correspflSld^t^fc^l^^ 
Bofiles contain no identifiable data concerning the correspondents 



^^^•^ DeLoach. 
•i~j>--yji% McGuire . 
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Parsons . 



r.^'T-r*"'*^ Tamm , 



■ '^-V.-'i.vry Trotter 

^^•^^ *-C- Sullivan _ 

^y^^^^K Tele. Room 

•"' "' ' "'V-'' Holloman 



'-1 ^; In'^Utem X^^C^iJtha Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries concerning ^dttiMMirt connections of the. National 
Council)0ft Oiutihes (NCC) ^ this organization has become 
an extreauelvTcon^roYefslal^ne among various church groups* 
We have W^J^^^Mw^^^m ^^^\ hov^ver. we did make^^inaut 
^ of informants inNewYorLXity In 19% andMidgnof diWoS Aj)(A^ 
V any indication of coamiunist or -subversive influences on the -<J^^y 
I part of persons affiliated with the organization ac| Jhat time* ^^ 

Vtl OCT d lOCoNciTb Knm? tws vi?TTOw/c»iiEt? fKtf/rnVC>" /^ 
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NOTE ON YEUiMr ;;:.-; -vyv .. ; ■^-v: .: . ■ 

Lses that . 

_' (appareiitT^I^TIie"^TW8p5i ian 

jppomxed H UURmittee to mak« a study of 

the NCC* As chairman of this comnittee^ correspondent 
requests Bureau to confirm or deny "the allegations of ' "' 
un-American tendencies in the National Council of Churches 
or in any of its directing officials.* Due to. the numerous 
similar inquiries received concerning the NCC and the 
fact that it is becoming a controversial organization among 
church groups, it is believed the above reply will best 
serve the interests of the Bureau. This reply is similar 
in nature to replies furnished to similar requests in the 
past. -.. ;.. r ..--A-,v .^--•. .. ■■ , -. . .,., -..., ..- ..... 
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Dear Sirs; 

We have been told that you have a list of 
known connnunlsts In the churches and the National 
Council of Churches available to those who request 

We wish to have this Information If It Is 
available . 

May we coniinend you on both this undercover 
work and your Information given concerning Juvenile 
delinquency. 



send to: 



Sincerely yours. 
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•^IXINFORMATION CONTAINED 
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; Tour l«tUr diit«d »0Ttaib«r 18, 1939« 
has b««ii Fto«lv«d| «nd th« latoroat iihloli 
proMptod ireur »o— unl— tico is lodssd^pprMlatsd. 

«hli« Z vpuld Uks to W «r assUtano* J 
th« FBI has not propared and raloaaad for dia- ^ - 
tribution a Hat of tha tjpa 70U ■antionad. For 
/our infoination, data la tba filaa of tha FBI 
la a«lntalnad aa eonfidantlal and availabla for 
offielal uaa only In aeaordanea with a ragulatlon 
of tha Oapartaant of Juatiaa* Zt, tharofora, la :d 
not within agr authorit/ to aaaply with your roquaat^ 

Z aa aura you will undaratand tha "n ^ 
naoaaaitj for thia ragulatlon and vlll not infas-, ^ 
f roa ay inability to ba of aaaiatanoa that «a dOT^ H 
or do not hava in our filaa tha infoxvation you^^^ ^ 
daaira. . ; 'y-.-i-H,^ . ^v^'g. 

X htvt nettd your kU^ personal i^dbarln ^ 
p4 thoj aro Indood grBtifylnga ^ -r cs"^ 
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ATTENTZQNf SAC, OMAHA 

«nd the Jfatlonal UouncU of Chupphes (JICC) aviluSlS^o 
?fl?f\*^L**?"!»S i*- . She, thepefore;.muested^^.ueh « 

oonmended t^e filreoter **both en this undereoYer work . 

/'v'-In reeent years .the iures'u hM»'' im&mtrm6 '''■•■■■'■''' ■■ 
Sr;J2"iJi**?"i'i!? coocernlng ecmunist eonneetions 
of the liCC and this ox«anisation has ^eocae a eontro- 

JSriJi.???i!!f!i*-Z*'i25* «*»wwh fPoups. Ve have > 
nov investigated the NCCi hoireTer, we did make inauipies 
of infonsants in Hew Yortc City 4n^l950 and did SSt ' 
develop any indication of ooniunist Sr subvewive - 

iSJinf2?f«?MJ*^iJS^.**^ porsoos affiliated vith the .: 
^opganiMtion at thatjl«e^j00.5^jag^^; ; r^^^; . ^,. ... - 
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r. McGuireL__ 
Mr. Mohr. • 



Nov 30, 1959 



The F B I 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen, 



Some fifteen or-less years ago, the department wrote 
, A letter to the fJ 



-^^ 






N ational Uouncil of C HVRQHgs^ aF Christ 
jitAmerioAj^ signed by Mr Hoover, saying that he or the 
f b i had never said or tritten anything that »00ld have 
cast a shadow of 8ubvers iveness on the national council. 
The Bureau's letter «as in answer to bertain fanatical 
(groups which had quoted MR Hoover completely out of con- 

ITEXT, 

These fanatical groups conotinue their harassment of 
the National Council, and I have quoted the letter 

JMENTIONED ABOVE MANY TIMES. 

As ONE WHO BELIEVES IN THE NATIONAL COUNCIL, I WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW OF MORE RECENT DATE IF THERE HAS BEEN ANY REASON 

FOR tNe Bureau to change its statement that neither it 
NOR Mr Hoover has any revealable evidence that there 

is COMMUNISM, HINT OF COMMUNISM OR OTHER SUBVERSIVE 
ELEMENTS IN THE NATIONAL COUNCIL'S PROGRAM OR LEADING 
PERSONNEL. 

Thanking you for this information I remain 




INCERELY 




REC- 
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^ ... ^**^«'^«*^«*yw»*«tterof ifavmberSO, 1950. 

and your Interest In wrltii^ ia indeed afpredated. 




, AeMer TOO mentioned is p^^ 
ay comm nnlc a t i o n of Feiinary %^ lOSi, 'which vns i ^M ighftd fev ' 

the Ibtional CoancU oC the Charches ot Christ In the United States " 
of America in thdr booklet cntttied •*PIaln Facts aboist theltotionai 
CooncU of the Churches el Christ la the U. & A. ** liy letter referred 
to qputaUons taken ool of eonteset from my ^atemeot before the 
Committee on l&i.Amerftcan Activities of the Boose of Representatiyea 

on March 26, 1947^ and I stated that ndther on that occasion nor at 
any other time have I made aiqr statements critidsiii^ Che Federal 
Comica of Chnrc h es er the Krtkmal Coaacil of Chnrches. lam . 
enclosing, for yoar Monaationg a reiriat d my remarks o( ' 
March ae, 1947, before the afaoreHBe^toied Committee. .^ J - m g^ 



.;-'*-« 



' ■ '' A '; %*kk' regard to yciv' rii|6«^ tor ui mloatian i' iSBi 2 ^ 
Kitiaaal CoBttcU of Chmrches and tts offleers, I most advise that4hS ^. 
S!l!??L!f S? ™ «■ » i^-f»a«rtag agew^ does »* «t«dS^v ^ 
ianishlag obserrattoBs or comments eoSAeniiaff the character iEF* » -' ^ 
integrity of any pnbUcatioa, ladtvldaal or onaalzatiaau Iknowyoig 
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Tolson 

Belmont 

DeLoach 

McGulre ^ -- - 

Mohr H '^ '^ T? ' - 
Parsons HiIlC 

Rosen ^_____ g 

Tomrn (See Note next ^ge) 

Tele. nJE^'liyt fitf T^ifAr.-. ' \ A lA -/ 
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NOTE- There is no record In Bufiles c<>^^^"i^^B|^H|B 
No active Investigatioii has been conducted conce^ngWRaHlTnal 
Council of CJhurches; however, inquiries were made of informants 
in^New York City in 1950 which did not disclose any communist or 
Sib^^sTve iiiluL^ on the part of persons a^iH^ted with the Council, 
^e mrector's letter of 2-3-61^ which is mentioned above, was 
directed to Mr. E. L. R^Pass <rf t^e l^rfolk^^d Western Rall^^ 
Roanoke, Virginia, in answer to his letter of 1-26-51 which quoted the 
Dix-ector out of Context. (10t)-50869-242, 191),-^ > 







i 



'■i-*..":->^^"^ 



:-.-Y 



■ 4.: 



V,, O ^~' > •-^^:- -:i"^"\.. '^-'V'-^ :*^^ '- '^X ^^*S^ -'^^^ ii- ^r'' • 



/r 



V- ■- -.-.' .. "-vf. 






-2- 









■-- : -^ --^. -J.l . :^:^ Aj:-- j^ J-f^^ ^^y »: . ' ^■^, -:. . -^-f^ , "r ^ f 1 - *^' ^ ■v.: V^ i ^1^ j; i-j' "y ' j^ ' -'p V -^ A '.' vV ^' ; 







.^1^ 








Mr» J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bixreau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoo. 

We, 
ial s 




Jrusade, speak, we have become alarmed at the con- 
dition of our coxintry and the way communism is taking over* 

We would appreciate very much if you would send us facts on 
the following, Jthe way that they pertain to Communism: 
^ v> (1) Th^i>*at1nnal Hcjpnr.n of Churches. 
<C r-^^^ (2) The^e v ised Standard version^ oi' the Bible. 
te S 3^ (3) The"^upreme*crourt;^^ ' "" "-^-^'''"^—' 
^^ r*r" ^i ^^^ Television, has it helped our nation? Increased or 
f^ y:z \^ deci*eased juvenile delinquency? Helped or lowered our 
^^ ^^'? CP educational system? 

O*? ^^ ^m Please send us any other information that we as ministers 
^^^ i^jCp^o^ld present to the people in this day. 

*^'^ '""^S? Also, we would like to know if there are any comm;inists in 
J^ lli^^^ie Congregational Methodist Chiirch, as that is oiir denomination. 

O' "^"^ ^ V^'© hope this will not inconvenience you, but we are* concerned,; 
t*^ "^ ^nd want to present the information you send us to our classes and 
.^^ rri jcjur people. We will appreciate any information you can send us as 
i'^^ ; f^' flIS> what WE can do to try to save our nation from Coiamunism. ' 
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COPIES DESTROY^^^ '^^'^ 

2 8 JAN 9 1974 
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## V^ fllS the liifo««tflo« you dooljro. 
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fhora oro •aoloood,: koo^or* aojorol itjj* ^ « 
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lEt IRPOFMATipH COHTAII^ 
HEREIN I S USCiLA SJ5IPT 
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BnolM«d is • oopy of eorrtspoadsnts * 
-^-'- ^- -^"itlfUbU date eoBoemioc 




oation. 





Th« BarMu &• in r«o«nt years raoelTed nunermis 
inquiries eoaoeming eoeaunist eonnsetions of the IfetiooaX 
Couneil of Churehes («CC) and this orgiuiization has ^etfcno 
an eztreaely ooatroTersial one among various ehareh Krotn>s« 
Ve hare not Investigated the 900, however, we did sake ^ 
inquiries of infonoanta lin Mew Tork City in 1930 and<l3^m4t 
develop any indioatifin of eooBBunist or subversive influence 

^ J?*^**?'* ®? ^*** »t^^» •ffili^ted with the organization 
at that ti»e.( 100-50869): . - , . 

the following items of literature were aent to 
tho eorrespondenta aa enolosuraa to Balttr ' 



8. 

i: 
I: 

I: 

9. 






^/ovehlla pelinquoney*^ Beprint tt<m tha 
Syraeusa Uw Review, Spring/ 1953. ^U 
*Tha Xaotaijigular Soresn and Delinqueno^/ 
Jihat Can tfa Do Abovt •DallnquanoyTt" ^^n^, 
VountaratUok oh Juvenile Pelinquenoy,*^ 
•aod and Country or Ccaoiunisat" -" "' 
*She Aaeriean Ideal." Address of J. Bdgar 
Boover at Freedoow Foundation Annual Awards 
"OosBunisa and the College Student." 
Beprint From thecal law Snforceoent Bulletin/ 
April, 1959. ^ V 

"Vhat Ibu Can ^o to Fight Comunisa and Preserve 
Asieri^." 
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^, . ^ , 5orr»epot»d«nt» advised thajr ar^ younc ^ ^^ 

f?I^S2Li 2J !£*•' ^••«^n« »«»^« iMtnr*, luiv« bMoa* 
aianMd at the way oaBBunlaa la takina evar. fhav 

r!?"J*L^£*y *• ^•"* ^•«*» «» **»• WO, tha taviaS^ 
Standard raralon of tha 81bla, the tupraoa Court and 
telavlaion ooncarnlng tha "aay that thay partem to 

?nS"i:;-r. ^^^ r**P*2* **^ talaTlalon, Sarinqulra ^ 
iiJ-t h^B^lnoraaaad or daaraaaad joTanlla dalinquanoy 
•nd halpad or lowarad our aduoatlSnal ayataa. 9Z7 
fK^n!"* «*quaat any tnfonoatloo that thiy/aa ■iniatara. 

!«2iin4Sr!*?'*^S** ?*• ^^^^J*^* •»<" '^•th«/thara arl any 
ooanuniata la tha Ooagragatlonal Mathodiat Ohureh. 

Zn view of tha aztr«naly broad and rmrr 

aS2;ri.S?S"Sfi?^***J^' '^"••^•* ^^ ^» baUavad tha 
abova rmply will baat 9tw tha lataraata of tha Bureau. 
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